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$900B COVID relief bill passed by Congress
By ANDREW TAYLOR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON—Congress 

passed a $900 billion pandemic 

relief package that would finally 

deliver long-sought cash to busi-

nesses and individuals and 

resources to vaccinate a nation 

confronting a frightening surge 

in COVID-19 cases and deaths.

Lawmakers tacked on a $1.4 

trillion catchall spending bill and 

thousands of pages of other end-

of-session business in a massive 

bundle of bipartisan legislation 

as Capitol Hill prepared to close 

the books on the year. The bill 

approved Monday night went to 

President Donald Trump for his 

signature, which was expected in 

the coming days.

The relief package, unveiled 

Monday afternoon, sped through 

the House and Senate in a mat-

ter of hours. The Senate cleared 

the package by a 92-6 vote after 

the House approved it by another 

lopsided vote, 359-53. The tallies 

were a bipartisan coda to months 

of partisanship and politicking, 

a logjam that broke after Pres-

ident-elect Joe Biden urged his 

party to accept a compromise with 

top Republicans that is smaller 

than many Democrats would have 

liked.

The bill combines coronavi-

rus-fighting funds with finan-

cial relief for individuals and 

businesses. It would establish a 

temporary $300 per week sup-

plemental jobless benefit and a 

$600 direct stimulus payment 

to most Americans, along with a 

new round of subsidies for hard-

hit businesses, restaurants and 

theaters and money for schools, 

health care providers and renters 

facing eviction.

The 5,593-page legislation—

by far the longest bill ever—came 

together Sunday after months of 

battling, posturing and postelec-

tion negotiating that reined in a 

number of Democratic demands 

as the end of the congressional 

session approached. Biden was 

eager for a deal to deliver long-

awaited help to suffering people 

and a boost to the economy, even 

though it was less than half the 

size that Democrats wanted in 

the fall.

“This deal is not everything I 

want—not by a long shot,” said 

Rules Committee Chairman Jim 

McGovern, D-Mass., a longstand-

ing voice in the party’s old-school 

liberal wing. “The choice before 

us is simple. It’s about whether 

we help families or not. It’s about 

whether we help small businesses 

Sue Bohman, of the United States Post Office, sweeps snow off the sidewalk Mon-
day at the Marinette office on Maple Avenue. This area received only a dusting of 
snow on the first official day of winter.
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State to provide at-home COVID 
tests amid record deaths

By TODD RICHMOND

The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis.—Gov. 

Tony Evers announced 

Tuesday that his adminis-

tration has partnered with 

a medical testing company 

to provide at-home COVID-

19 tests for free if a requestor 

lacks health insurance cov-

erage as the state set a new 

record high in deaths tied to 

the disease.

State Department of 

Health Services Secretary 

Andrea Palm said during a 

teleconference with report-

ers that health officials are 

concerned that fewer peo-

ple are getting tested, lead-

ing to a false picture of the 

disease’s prevalence. The 

DHS reported 6,852 people 

had been tested between 

Monday and Tuesday. About 

20,000 people were getting 

tested daily in mid-Novem-

ber.

The governor said his 

administration has struck a 

deal with Vault Medical Ser-

vices to provide free at-home 

COVID-19 saliva tests. Any-

one can order a test through 

the state Department of 

Health Services website 

starting immediately.

After a testing kit arrives, 

users must collect a sample 

as a Vault testing supervisor 

looks on via a Zoom connec-

tion. Users will then mail the 

sample back to a Vault lab 

using a prepaid label that 

comes with the kit. Results 

will take between two and 

three days.

Evers’ administration did 

not include the cost of the 

program in the announce-

ment. Vault’s website indi-

cates people can order a test 

for themselves for $119 per 

kit. DHS Secretary Andrea 

Palm said during a telecon-

ference with reporters that 

a requester’s health insur-

ance provider will be billed. 

If the provider won’t cover 

the test or a requester lacks 

health insurance the state 

will pay for it, she said.

Minnesota officials have 

reached a similar deal with 

Vault on at-home tests.

The DHS reported 2,403 

newly confirmed COVID-19 

cases on Tuesday, bringing 

the state’s total to 461,015 

since the pandemic began. 

The disease was a factor in 

another 120 deaths, a new 
daily record. The old daily 
record was 107 deaths, set 
on Dec. 1. The disease has 
now played a role in 4,545 
deaths.

In other COVID-19 devel-
opments Tuesday:

Æ Aspirus Health Care 
announced one of its hospi-
tals in Wausau has received 
its first doses of Moder-
na’s COVID-19 vaccine. The 
first shots were expected 
to be administered Tues-
day afternoon. Health care 
systems began vaccinating 
front-line workers with Pfiz-
er’s vaccine over the week-
end.

Æ The state Department 
of Workforce Development 
said it has now processed 
nearly 97% of the 8.87 mil-
lion weekly unemploy-
ment benefit claims it has 
received between March 15 
and Saturday. The depart-
ment has paid out $4.6 bil-
lion to about 585,440 claim-
ants since March 15. Repub-
licans have spent most of the 
year criticizing Evers over 
chronic delays in process-
ing unemployment claims.

Æ The governor side-
stepped a question during 
the teleconference about 
whether the state should 
establish positivity and 

Peshtigo student teachers enjoy their careers
By Special to the EagleHerald

PESHTIGO—The Peshtigo 

School District has hosted three 

student teachers this fall: Hanna 

Wagner, Elizabeth Monnette and 

Justin Kelly. For all three of Peshi-

go’s student teachers, teaching was 

not the first path they had chosen 

right out of school.

Kelly actually first graduated 

with a marketing degree and 

worked for Wirtz Beverage in sales 

when he learned he had a talent 

for teaching and decided to pursue 

education.

“I’ve learned so much in the last 

few months. The students are awe-

some,” he said. “Each student is 

different and they are what make 

teaching so fun. Every day brings 

something different to the table. I 

enjoy talking with them and learn-

ing about what they think about the 

issues we discuss in class.

Kelly teaches junior government 

students in Luka Zischka’s high 

school social studies class.

“Being able to help students 

understand and be successful is a 

great feeling,” Kelly added. “Each 

student has so much potential to do 

a multitude of things and become 

very successful. If I can help them, 

even if it’s just a little bit, I want to 

help them.”

Monnette also started out with 

a degree in business and econom-

ics to work in her family’s busi-

ness, Rouse Heating and Cooling. 

She explained when her children 

started school she started substi-

tute teaching and knew educating 

children was her passion.

“Every day I get to enter school 

knowing that it’s a new, unchar-

tered day with unexpected adven-

tures waiting to be had,” she said. 

“Teaching for me has never felt like 

a job, it has felt like a privilege. I look 

forward to every day I get to spend 

teaching, that’s how I know it’s the 

right profession for me,”

Monnette is student teach-

ing in Julie Nelson’s fourth grade 

Special to the EagleHerald
Peshtigo Elementary Learning Center fourth-grade students learn about weather with student teacher Hanna 
Wagner, right.

See RELIEF, A3

See TESTS, A3

See TEACHERS, A3

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2020 2 SECTIONS $1.00

Good morning, 
Kathleen Glish!

Thank you for subscribing  
to the EagleHerald

67288 180926 5

TODAY’S INDEX

TODAY: Mostly cloudy and 
windy with periods of rain

HIGH: 43     LOW: 16

DEATHS
Fischer, Peggy

Freiss, Carol I.

Ruggles, James E.

Schiff, Barbara M.

Zahn, Marlene A.

INSIDE
Nation: Like many outgoing presidents before him, President Don-

ald Trump issues pardons. A3

Sports: Aaron Jones and the Green Bay Packers are a confident 

group. B1

Advice B7
Comics B6
Classifieds B5
Crossword B7
Deaths/Obits A5
Local stocks A2
Lottery A5

Opinion A4
Records A5
Sudoku B9
Scoreboard B2
Sports B1-3
TV listings B6
Weather A2


