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Good morning, 
Ethel LeBlanc!

Thank you for subscribing  
to the EagleHerald
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TODAY’S INDEX
Advice B9
Comics B8
Classifieds B6-7
Crossword B9
Deaths/Obits A5
Local stocks B4
Opinion A4

Records A5

Sudoku B9

Scoreboard B2

Sports B1-3

TV listings B8

Weather B4

TODAY: Areas of morning fog 
with a passing shower or two

HIGH: 69     LOW: 59

DEATHS
Burkart, Jayne S.
Demmith, Derald
Madore, Beverly A.
Olson, Kathryn E.
McKenney, Tara Jean
Peterson, Charlotte
Diaz/Howard, Lillian I.
Mamonov, Alexander

INSIDE
Local: Rize marijuana purchases 

2.5 acres in Menominee. A3

Sports: Menominee and Mar-

quette prepare to go head-to-

head. B1

Due to Columbus Day, there 

will be no paper on Monday.

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—T he 
Peshtigo Fire of 1871 might 
be the best known fire here, 
but researchers marvel 
at the similar conditions 
causing great fires in three 
states—Wisconsin, Mich-
igan and Illinois—that 
arrived with gusto on this 
day, Oct. 8, 150 years ago.

The fires exploded in 
fury, wiping out buildings 
and killing hundreds. Some 
died that night, while oth-
ers died months or even a 
year or two later after hav-
ing been weakened by the 
smoke and blazing heat.

“The Peshtigo fire was 
the most extreme fire 
behavior on record,” said 
Karen Vincent Humiston, 
a historical and family his-
tory researcher working on 
a book on the Peshtigo fire. 
“The conditions were just 
unbelievably ferocious. 
There was no way for peo-
ple to escape unless they 
could get to the river. It’s 
amazing as many people 
survived as did, except in 
Sugar Bush because there’s 
no river there.”

To fully picture how the 
fire destroyed hundreds of 
homes and thousands of 
acres in the area near Mari-
nette and Menominee, con-
sider parched cities made 
of wood and without ade-
quate fire departments, 
said Michael Kaufman, 
executive director, Menom-
inee County Historical 

Society. Before Peshtigo, 
Menominee didn’t have a 
fire department, he said.

“The fire was the cat-
alyst to the Menominee 
Fire Department being 
formed,” said Menominee 
Fire Chief Mark Petersen. 
An open house Oct. 23 will 
commemorate the depart-
ment’s 150th anniversary. 
“Prior to that, each of the 
lumber companies had 
their own fire brigades. 
They would come into the 

city to help. After the fire, 
the citizens of Menominee 
said, ‘What the heck, we’re 
dependent on these com-
panies, that dosen’t seem 
right,’” Petersen said.

In Peshtigo, railroad 
workers used fire to clear 
land to make way for 
tracks to Escanaba, and 
small fires broke out sev-
eral weeks before the great 
fire exploded like a tornado 
on Oct. 8, researchers said.

“Most of us would think 

of October as not the time 
we have fire. But when you 
have a situation like they 
had in 1871, those warm 
temperatures in October, 
the leaves had fallen, all of 
the fuel activity was there…
they can be very hard to 
stop,” said Robert Ziel, a 
Marquette, Mich., fire ana-
lyst who gave a webinar in 
September on “The buildup 
and the blowup” of the 1871 
fires for the Forest History 
Association of Wisconsin. 

The association is holding 
its annual conference in 
Peshtigo this weekend.

An abundance of dry 
wood in northeastern 
Wisconsin and Menom-
inee County fueled the 
flames. “The buildings 
were wooden. The houses 
were wooden. The side-
walks were wooden. Every-
thing was wooden, even 
the water pipes,” Kaufman 
said.

W i t h  n o  m a s s 

communication, people 
discovered the fast-moving 
fire individually. Amber 
Polzin, a researcher at the 
Menominee County His-
torical Society provided a 
written account by Jose-
phine Ingalls Sawyer, then 
a resident of what’s now 
Menominee County. She 
was the daughter of Judge 
E.G. Ingalls, who had a 
water mill on Little River 
and is among the leaders 
who incorporated the City 
of Menominee.

Sawyer wrote that on the 
evening of Oct. 7, while trav-
eling south from Menomi-
nee in a light wagon, she 
noticed a “roaring in the 
air and the sky was lighted 
up over towards Peshtigo. 
The smell of smoke was 
strong before we were 
half way back. The roaring 
became loud and the wind 
came in fierce hot gusts, 
which fanned the smolder-
ing logs into flames.”

Many people sought ref-
uge in water. By the next 
morning, Sawyer wrote, 
“All of the buildings were 
on fire….The heat was so 
intense that the instant 
they rose out of water, 
their clothes caught fire 
and when they inverted 
wooden buckets of water 
over their heads, the bot-
tom of the buckets would 
catch.”

“Late the next day, my 
brother-in-law got a team 
as far as Frenchtown. 
From there he had to walk 

Fires of 1871 still fascinate 150 years later
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The Peshtigo Fire Museum & Historical Society erected this head stone this year to commemorate the 150th anni-
versary of the 1871 fire.

See FIRE, A3

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

M A R I N E T T E —T h e 
Marinette County Health 
and Human Services Board 
discussed the most recent 
COVID-19 numbers for 
Marinette County.

Public Health Officer 
Molly Bonjean said Mari-
nette County is still consid-
ered in the “high” category 
for COVID transmission by 
the CDC (Centers for Dis-
ease Control). “The entire 
state of Wisconsin is, and 
in any county that is in the 

high or substantial cate-
gory, the CDC recommends 
that masks be worn by 
everybody indoors regard-
less of vaccination status,” 
she said.

Bonjean said Marinette 
County has the sixth-high-
est rate of new COVID 
cases in Wisconsin per 
100,000 people. On Tues-
day, she said 100 new cases 
were reported. “Some days 
we’ll see far fewer num-
bers, and then all of a sud-
den the next day we get a 
big dump. So is it that we 
had 100 cases in one day or 
is it a bit of catch up from 
the day prior? Nonetheless, 

it definitely is challeng-
ing from a capacity stand-
point when all of a sudden 
you get 100 in one day,” she 
said.

She said roughly 48% 
of Marinette County resi-
dents have received at least 
one dose of a COVID vac-
cine and about 45% have 
had more than one. “You 
can see over time the trend 
of vaccines; it’s definitely 
slowed down over time but 
is still climbing,” she said.

Bonjean showed the 
board a graph that tracks 
the county’s COVID 

HHS Board discusses 

newest COVID numbers

See COVID, A6

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The City 
of Marinette Common Coun-
cil selected Tuesday Bay Cities 
Radio Host Mike Wolfe as the 
new alderperson of Ward 4. 
The selection follows former 
Ward 4 Alderperson Dave 
Anderson’s Sept. 22 resigna-
tion.

The city solicited letters 
of interest last week from 
residents of Ward 4 will-
ing to step up as an interim 
alderperson until the end of 
Anderson’s term Apr. 18. In 
addition to Wolfe, two other 

residents—Tom Bero and 
Tim Pelzek—presented them-
selves at the Common Coun-
cil meeting to vye for the posi-
tion.

Wolfe said he is a fourth 
generation native of Mari-
nette who has worked in the 
news media for about four 

decades. His wife Crystal, 
who is a hearing aid special-
ist, was also present for the 
meeting.

“I have some understand-
ing of city government,” Wolfe 

Common Council selects 
interim alderperson

“
“...if you’re a resident, if you’re a citizen, you 

should get involved, you should give back.”

Mike Wolfe
Interim Ward 4 Alderperson

See WOLFE, A2


