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By AAMER MADHANI

Associated Press

President-elect Joe Biden 
will take the stage for his inau-
gural address at perhaps the 
most diffi cult starting point 
for a president since Franklin 
Roosevelt began his fi rst term 
by assuring a nation scarred 
by the Great Depression that 
“we have nothing to fear but 
fear itself.”

But memorable turns of 
phrase like Roosevelt’s are 

more the exception than the 
rule when it comes to inaugu-
ral addresses.

Former President Barack 
Obama in his memoir noted 
that singer Aretha Frank-
lin’s showy hat and a glitch 
in Chief Justice John Roberts’ 
administration of the oath of 
offi ce got more attention than 
his speech in the days follow-
ing the fi rst Black president’s 
address, delivered as the 
nation was mired in reces-
sion and a growing malaise 

over two intractable wars.
Now, with the coronavi-

rus raging, unemployment 
claims soaring and partisan 
divisions sharpening, Biden 
faces a fraught moment as he 
prepares to deliver a speech 
that aides say he wants to use 
to “call Americans to unity.”

“The situation he faces is 
absolutely brutal,” said Cody 
Keenan, who served as a chief 
speechwriter for Obama and 
assisted with his two inau-
gural addresses. He added 
that Biden in many ways is 
“the perfect president for the 
moment, because he is not 
hyperbolic, he’s not a bomb 

Biden prepares 
inauguration speech
President-elect aims to be a unifying 
voice at daunting moment in US history
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MARINETTE—Because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the clientele at the Mari-
nette County Jail is a bit more 
unruly.

Jail Administrator Bob 
Majewski gave a report Fri-
day to the county’s Criminal 
Justice Coordinating Com-
mittee. He explained that 
the Wisconsin Prison Sys-
tem currently is not taking 
inmates from county jails 
who have been sentenced to 
prison. The state is not taking 

Prisoners relegated to county jails
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Currently nearly 20% of the inmates at the Marinette County 
Jail, located in the Law Enforcement Center, are waiting to go 
to prison. The Wisconsin Prison System is not accepting those 
prisoners because of COVID-19. That leaves county jails to han-
dle those inmates, who can be more unruly than other inmates, 
according to Marinette County law enforcement offi cials.
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The field is set in the 

quest to replace John 

Nygren as the District 89 

representative in the Wis-

consin Assembly.

A special election has 

been set for April 6, which 

coincides with the spring 
election.

Karl Jaeger is the only 
Democrat running so he 
will be in the spring elec-
tion. He lost to Nygren by 
more than a 2-to-1 margin 
in November. Jaeger, from 
the Town of Peshtigo, is a 
supervisor on the Marinette 
County Board.

There are fi ve Republican 

candidates hoping to claim 

the seat held by Nygren, a 

fellow Republican, since 

2007. A primary election 

will take place Feb. 16 with 

the winner squaring off 

against Jaeger.

The fi ve candidates are:

• Elijah Behnke, 37, 

Oconto, owner of a resi-

dential and commercial 

cleaning business.

• Debbie Jacques, 54, 

Green Bay, owner of Under 

the Lights of Lambeau, 

a Packers-themed rental 

property near Lambeau 

Field.

• David Kamps of Cole-

man. No other information 

is available.

• Mike Kunesh, 51, Mari-

nette, owner of Place Per-

fect Realty in Marinette and 

Green Bay since 1999.

• Michael Schneider, 52, 

Suamico, business instruc-

tor at UW-Green Bay, and a 

trustee on the Suamico Vil-

lage Board.

Nygren announced 

his resignation in early 

December and this month 

he started a new job as the 

executive director of the 

Wisconsin Association of 

Health Plans.

The 89 th District 

includes portions of Mari-

nette, Brown and Oconto 

counties.

Six candidates eye 89th District seat left by Nygren
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WASHINGTON —As the riot-
ers stormed the U.S. Capitol, many 
of the police offi cers had to decide 
on their own how to fi ght them off. 
There was no direction. No plan. 
And no top leadership.

One cop ran from one side of the 
building to another, fi ghting hand-
to-hand against rioters. Another 
decided to respond to any calls of 
offi cers in distress and spent three 
hours helping cops who had been 
immobilized by bear spray or other 
chemicals.

Three officers were able to 
handcuff one rioter. But a crowd 
swarmed the group and took the 
arrested man away with the hand-
cuffs still on.

Interviews with four members 
of the U.S. Capitol Police who were 
overrun by rioters on Jan. 6 show 
just how quickly the command 
structure collapsed as throngs of 

people, egged on by President Don-
ald Trump, set upon the Capitol. 
The offi cers spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the department 
has threatened to suspend anyone 
who speaks to the media.

“We were on our own,” one of the 
offi cers told The Associated Press. 
“Totally on our own.”

The offi cers who spoke to the 
AP said they were given next to 
no warning by leadership on the 
morning of Jan. 6 about what would 
become a growing force of thou-
sands of rioters, many better armed 
than the offi cers themselves were. 

And once the riot began, they were 

given no instructions by the depart-

ment’s leaders on how to stop the 

mob or rescue lawmakers who 

had barricaded themselves inside. 
There were only enough offi cers for 
a routine day.

Police command structure crumbled during Capitol riot

District includes Marinette, Brown and Oconto counties

The Associated Press
In this Jan. 6 fi le photo rioters try to break through a police barrier at the 
Capitol in Washington.

“
“We were on our own, total-

ly on our own.”

Police offi cer
Responded to the Jan. 6 Capitol breach
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Dream big
A customer purchases lottery tickets from store manger Kim Hubbard Monday 
at the Holiday Station Store in Menominee. The Mega Millions jackpot for tonight 
is an estimated $850 million, while the Powerball jackpot for Wednesday night is 
an estimated $730 million. Both are in the top fi ve jackpots in respective games. 
Mega Millions and Powerball are both played in 45 states, as well as Washington 
D.C. and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Powerball is also offered in Puerto Rico.


