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MENOMINEE—With the 
Delta variant’s rise in Menomi-
nee County, the area’s relatively 
low vaccination rate for COVID-
19 is becoming a larger concern, 
the public health department 

said Tuesday.
Menominee County’s sev-

en-day COVID-19 positivity rate 
was 13% as of Tuesday, compared 
with 11% as of Sept. 16, said Mike 
Snyder, health officer/adminis-
trator at Public Health of Delta & 
Menominee Counties.

It’s lower than the 15% pos-
itivity rate for the Upper Pen-
insula but higher than the 13% 

positivity rate for Michigan.
“We want to see that positivity 

rate at 3% or lower, so we’re quite 
a ways from our goal,” Snyder 
said, noting that many people in 
Menominee are going to CVS for 
COVID tests but the lab results 
are reported to the county.

As of Oct. 11, Public Health 
tallied 2,428 lab-confirmed 
COVID cases, 703 probable cases 

of COVID-19 and 44 deaths in 
Menominee County. “If any-
thing, the actual number of 
cases in Menominee would actu-
ally be higher due to some peo-
ple being asymptomatic or some 
deciding not to get tests or using 
a home test kit and those don’t 
get reported” to the county, Sny-
der said.

Even if people have already 

had COVID, it’s important for 
them to be vaccinated to prevent 
a recurrence, said Dr. Robert Yin, 
a retired gastroenterologist from 
Escanaba who now works for 
Public Health.

The COVID-19 vaccination 
rate of 48% for this area is lower 
than other parts of the state. 

County’s 13% COVID rate exceeds goal
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MARINETTE—Following the success of the recently 
completed Isaac Stephenson statue restoration, the City 
of Marinette Historic Preservation Commission dis-
cussed last Monday other potential monument repair 
projects throughout the city.

The commission honed in on three monuments in 
particular—the Queen Marinette and First Sawmill mon-
uments on Riverside Avenue and the Soldier monument 
on Stephenson Island.

According to Alderperson and Historic Preservation 
Commission Member Jason Flatt’s “A Brief History of Riv-
erside Avenue,” the Queen Marinette and First Sawmill 
monuments were both erected by Frank Noyes, the son of 
Eagle Editor Luther Noyes, in 1940 and 1931, respectively.

Flatt said the First Sawmill monument on Riverside 

Restorations 
planned for city 

monuments
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Isaac Stephenson, a local lumber baron and politician, 
presented the Soldier Memorial on Stephenson Island to 
the City of Marinette in 1917. Historic Preservation Com-
mission Member Mark Davenport discussed the possi-
bility of covering the base of the statue with granite to 
reduce future maintenance.
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MARINETTE—City of Marinette 
police officers Greg Haemker and 
Jacob Lindbom visited about 145 
Marinette businesses last Wednes-
day and Thursday in a community 
outreach effort to inform owners and 
employees about crime prevention.

The police department launched 
the Local Business Crime Aware-
ness program in 2018 following a 
spike in burglaries the previous year. 
Although the program was put on 
hold during the worst of the pan-
demic, Lt. Jeffrey Cate, who leads 
the Police Department’s Crime Pre-
vention Unit, said the department 
intends for the so-called “business 
talks” to be an annual occurrence 
moving forward.

Haemker and Lindbom began 
Wednesday morning at Northeast 
Wisconsin Technical College (NWTC) 
where they were participating in a 
meet-and-greet with students prior 
to the business talks. The officers 
were sitting around a table on tall 
chairs in a small conference room 
chatting with Matt Spear, an NWTC 
student studying Electro-Mechanical 
Technology (“I still don’t know what 
it is, but it sounds smart,” Lindbom 
joked).

There was a bucket of packaged 
strawberry and chocolate doughnuts 
on the table and coffee on the back 
counter.

“I didn’t know Krispy Kreme came 
in different flavors beside your glaz-
ers,” Lindbom said. “See, we’re not 
experts in doughnuts like everybody 
says.”

Haemker laughed at the joke. 
“Yeah, we can’t just go into a room 
and be like, ‘oh, that’s raspberry.’”

Lindbom reported that members 
of the NWTC Auto Club and several 
nursing students had dropped in to 
chat.

Around 9 a.m., foot traffic had 
died down as students went to their 
classes. Lindbom and Haemker left 
NWTC and reconvened at the police 
department to figure out a game plan 
for visiting businesses.

While Haemker worked on some 
unknown task at his computer, Lind-
bom organized documents for each 
business at the breakroom table. 
Haemker has participated in busi-
ness talks in the past, but Lindbom 
said it was his first time taking part 
in the program. Being a Marinette 

native, however, he knows the com-
munity well. “I went to a local ele-
mentary school, middle school, high 
school, then on to UW-Marinette 
before switching to Green Bay,” he 
said. “I’ve never left, and I have no 
plans to leave.”

Lindbom said that crime preven-
tion measures are important even in 
a quiet community like the City of 
Marinette.

“Some people think, ‘well it’s little 
Marinette, nothing’s going to happen 
here,’ but I can attest to the fact that 
that’s not true,” Lindbom said.

In 2010, Lindbom was one of the 
Marinette High School students who 
was held hostage at gunpoint by 
15-year-old student. “So yes, things 
can happen in little Marinette,” he 
said.

While Lindbom hasn’t conducted 
crime awareness talks before, he has 
been working on a separate project 
to photograph and document the 

entrances to local businesses. “The 
pictures are going to be in our sys-
tem, and we can pull them up here 
or in the squad cars so we have a bet-
ter idea of how to approach in a tac-
tical manner for serious incidents,” 
he said.

Haemker and Lindbom got in their 
squad cars and agreed to meet first at 
the Waterfront Store on Ogden Street 
in Menekaunee. Haemker parked in 
the gas station lot, walked into the 
store and approached a woman in a 
pink shirt and green crocs who was 
on her knees restocking some shelves 
(the woman wished to remain anon-
ymous). Lindbom entered the store a 
moment later.

Haemker handed the woman a 
Local Business Crime Awareness 
pamphlet—which has information 
about crime alert networks in Wis-
consin, contacts for Crime Preven-
tion Officers and other particulars 

Crime awareness talks 
build police-community relations
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Officers Jacob Lindbom (left) and Greg Haemker (right) prepare for the Local 
Business Crime Awareness talks Wednesday morning at the City of Mari-
nette Police Department. Lindbom and Haemker ended up visiting about 
145 businesses.
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