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Good morning,

Joan A. Eick!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly sunny, light wind 

and a slight chance or rain 
HIGH: 72  LOW: 43

TWO SECTIONS $1.00WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2020

COVID-19 situations have 

affected both Menominee and 

Marinette schools in the last few 

days.

Menominee Superintendent 

John Mans said Menominee 

schools were closed Monday after 

it was reported to him Sunday 

afternoon that a kindergarten 

teacher had tested positive for 

COVID-19. He said this teacher, 

along with several other teachers 

and the principal who had been 

close contacts, had to quarantine 

for 14 days. He also said that the 

teacher’s kindergarten class is 

also currently under quarantine.

Mans said that because sev-

eral teachers would be unable to 

teach their classes at short notice, 

and substitutes couldn’t be found, 

all classes for the day had to be 

cancelled. He said this was a 

provision for the teachers’ union 

bargaining with the district; if a 

teacher isn’t able to teach and a 

substitute couldn’t be found, then 

none of the teachers would.

Additionally, he said the dis-

trict is currently experiencing a 

shortage of substitute teachers, 

which made it incredibly difficult 

to find substitute teachers at such 

short notice.

“I understand how difficult it 

is for families to arrange for child 

care when school is unexpected-

ly closed at the last moment and 

I take these decisions very seri-

ously whether we are closing for 

weather related issues or, in this 

case, COVID-19 related issues,” 

Mans wrote in a letter sent to fam-

ilies explaining the situation.

With the plans the district has 

put together, Mans said the school 

would’ve switched to requiring all 

students to participate in virtu-

al learning for the day, but there 

are some difficulties on this front 

as well. This year, Mans said the 

district would provide a laptop for 

each student in the district to use 

for schoolwork. This way, students 

would be able to attend school 

from home if they opted to do that, 

or receive lessons on a flash drive 

if they lack reliable internet, since 

all of the teachers would be put-

ting their lessons online.

However, the company that the 

district ordered its laptops from 

is running late with their deliv-

ery, so some students have their 

computers and others don’t. “They 

said they’d have them here by the 

first week in September when 

we ordered them,” he said, “but 

now it looks like the first week of 

October. We’re about 400 short.”

Mans said the district returned 

to regular operations Tuesday, and 

have found substitutes to handle 

the classes at Central Elementary 

and Blesch Elementary that need 

them.

Marinette High School has 

also been affected by COVID. 

Marinette High School Principal 

Justine Braatz said a staff mem-

ber had tested positive Friday. 

She said the staff member who 

tested positive and all other close 

contacts with that person would 

not be allowed to return to school 

“until they have been out the 

required amount of time, based 

on our established protocol.”

Classes at Marinette High 

School continued as normal. In 

a letter sent to families, Braatz 

said that parents should notify 

the school if their students have 

tested positive or come into close 

contact with someone who has 

tested positive, and to keep stu-

dents home if they are sick.

“The symptoms of corona-

virus are similar to the regular 

seasonal influenza and include 

fever, coughing, and shortness 

of breath. Some have reported 

additional symptoms, such as a 

runny nose, nausea, fatigue/leth-

argy, lack of appetite, vomiting, 

and diarrhea. In some situations, 

the virus can develop into pneu-

monia,” she said.

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald staff writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

COVID affects local schools
Teachers test positive in Marinette, Menominee

EagleHerald/Rick Gebhard

Hometown Hero
John Nemec Jr. works on the mural Hero, on property owned by Rusty Wolfe and Kim Brooks Tuesday in Marinette. 
Hero is Wolfe’s Yellow Labrador.

MARINETTE — The 
Marinette Board of Public 
Works Tuesday heard 
about the extent of flooding 
throughout the city.

City Engineer Brian 
Miller reported on the 
severity of the flooding. 
Miller provided a map 
during the meeting to high-
light the area’s of most con-
cern. The map also distin-
guishes whether the flood-
ing is either street or prop-
erty flooding. 

The main areas of con-
cern, according to Miller’s 
map, are:

■ Low areas along West 
Cleveland Avenue

■ A low area west of Van 
Cleve Avenue 

■ Stephenson Island
■ Low areas behind 

buildings along Cleveland 
Avenue 

■ Nature areas west of 
Bay Shore Street

■ Several properties 
along Russell Street

■ Flooding on Carney 

Boulevard, 3rd Street and 
Hosmer Street  

■ Flooding on Water 
Street at Second Street 

■ Flooding on Russell 
Street, west of Ogden Street

■ Streets and properties 
east of Ogden Street 

Committee Chairman 
Ken Keller advised the need 
for a system to measure the 
severity of flooding.

“We’re going to have to 
establish some criteria for 
pumping out water, other-
wise your going to get calls 
from everyone who has 
water in their yard, which 
the city is not responsible 
for,” Keller said. 

Miller assured Keller that 
he has personally exam-
ined all areas indicated on 
his map, and that he has 
judged them to be severe 
enough to warrant interven-
tion from the city. “People 
don’t know what to do, so 
they come to the city seek-
ing assistance to relieve the 
high water in their yards 
and help them during these 
difficult times,” Miller said.

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

City looks deeper 
into flooding issue

See FLOODING, A3

MARINETTE — The 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
released a report Tuesday 
detailing findings of PFAS 
in the liver of deer harvested 
and analyzed from the JCI/
Tyco Fire Technology Center 
in Marinette.

Fol low ing th is 
announcement, the DNR 
and Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services (DHS) 
issued a Do Not Eat advisory 
for the liver from deer har-
vested within 5 miles of the 
JCI/Tyco Fire Technology 
Center (FTC). This includes 
areas of Marinette, Peshtigo 
and surrounding commu-
nities. The FTC is located 
at 2700 Industrial Parkway, 
Marinette.

Due to high interest from 
the community, the DNR 
conducted a study on PFAS 
levels in deer from the JCI/

Tyco Fire Technology Center 

in Marinette. Twenty deer 

were harvested and tested 

for PFAS levels in muscle 

(venison), heart and liver 

tissues.

PFAS levels in muscle 

(venison) and heart tissue 

were either very low or not 

detected. For those who 

eat venison from deer har-

vested within the five-mile 

advisory area, the muscle 
(venison) and heart of white-
tailed deer are not likely to 
result in significant PFAS 
exposure, according to the 
DNR’s findings. Therefore, 
the DNR and DHS have not 
issued a PFAS-based con-
sumption advisory for mus-
cles or hearts of deer from 
this location.

‘Do Not Eat’ advisory for 
deer liver in local area

See LIVER, A3

““We want to be clear that people 

should feel comfortable eating venison 

from deer they’ve harvested near this 

area. We just advise they do not con-

sume the liver.”

Tami Ryan

DNR wildlife healh section chief

WASHINGTON — 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
Tuesday the House will 
remain in session until 
lawmakers deliver anoth-
er round of COVID-19 
relief, a move that came as 
Democrats from swing dis-
tricts signaled discontent 
with a standoff that could 
force them to face voters 
without delivering more aid.

“We are committed to 
staying here until we have 
an agreement, an agree-
ment that meets the needs 
of the American people,” 

Pelosi said on CNBC.

Pelosi told her 

Democratic colleagues on 

a morning conference call 

that “we have to stay here 

until we have a bill.” That’s 

according to a Democratic 

aide speaking on condition 

of anonymity but autho-

rized to quote her remarks.

The move highlighted the 

extent to which coronavirus 

legislation has settled into a 

kind of suspended anima-

tion in the final legislative 

weeks before the November 
election. Both parties insist 
they want action, keeping 
the idea of new relief alive, 
but negotiations between 
Democrats and the White 
House remain frozen, with 
both sides entrenched in 
their positions.

Pelosi’s comments came 
as moderate Democrats, 
many from areas won by 
President Donald Trump 
four years ago, signed on 

By ANDREW TAYLOR

The Associated Press

Pelosi 
wants 
relief 
package

See RELIEF, A3

The Associated Press

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., center, walks to her 
office Monday on Capitol Hill in Washington.
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