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Good morning, 
Ernie Haight!
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Ashley Nyman uses a steady hand to paint no parking spots in the parking lot Sun-
day at the Holiday Stationstore, 4010 Marinette Ave., Marinette. Nyman works for 
DIDiT Line Painting, owned by Jeff Wetthuhn of Wallace.

Stay inside the lines

Logging & Heritage Festival will return

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The City of 
Marinette steeps with individual 
and community stories from the 
ancient culture of the Menom-
inee tribe to the longshoremen 
and lumber shovers guiding that 
once critical product of Wiscon-
sin industry down the Menomi-
nee River. 

The whispers and remnants 
of the city’s heritage and history 
permeate nostalgically, proudly, 
intriguingly and sometimes mys-
teriously through every inch of 
land, brick and mortar, ancient 
tree and individual now residing 
within the City of Marinette.

And this summer, on July 10, 
one of Marinette’s cherished cele-
brations and a seminal northeast 
Wisconsin festival, returns to cel-
ebrate the area’s heritage. Albeit, 
a temporarily scaled-down ver-
sion of its former gala.

Since 2011, every July, Mari-
nette packed three days of food, 
fun, music and other activi-
ties into an event that honored 
and commemorated its rich cul-
tures, traditions and legacies: the 
annual Logging & Heritage Festi-
val. For nine years after, the festi-
val continued to bring area resi-
dents and outside tourists a sum-
mer jamboree of entertainment. 
Volunteer-run and supported 
largely by donations, the festival 
can sometimes draw over 15,000 

people to Marinette, with many 

activities centralized on Stephen-

son Island.

However, last year’s dark 

descent of COVID-19 cast a 

heavy shadow across a quiet and 

deserted Stephenson Island at a 

time when the park would usually 

be brimming with the festival’s 

activity. For some that cancella-

tion dashed the hearts of lumber-

jack hopefuls, history buffs and 

many others looking for a week-

end excursion to the prevalent 

Marinette festival.

Area residents lost more than 

just entertainment, that year.

As once noted by longtime fes-

tival chairperson and coordina-

tor, now retired, Judy Alwin, the 

festival runs much deeper than 

the joy it brings. In a few short 

words, she embodied the mean-

ing of the festival during a 2013 

interview with the EagleHerald.

“People are learning what 

Marinette is all about and that 

we have a heritage,” Alwin said in 

that interview. “Marinette is not 

just a name; it’s our heritage and 

I think that’s something people 

and kids need to learn like what 

our forefathers did for us. We all 

have to learn about our commu-

nity and celebrate us.”

But last year, across the nation, 

communities like Marinette con-

fronted the proliferation of pan-

demic and subsequent economic 

impacts wrought on local busi-

nesses. Community festival can-

cellations became the norm as 

efforts to allay the COVID spread 

and secure the health and safety 

of the nation took priority. In 

Marinette, city officials acted to 

cancel several other entertain-

ment events besides the Logging 

and Heritage Festival, such as 

many events slated at the Com-

munity REC Center. Addition-

ally, in Marinette, another driv-

ing force behind the decision to 

ax the festival stemmed from the 

economic burdens faced by local 

businesses at the time.

“(Last year) we just didn’t have 

the donations that we normally 

have,” said Lana Bero, City Clerk 
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Last July, during a weekend that would have packed a gala of activity across Stephenson Island for the Logging & Heritage Festival, the area 
remained much as it was on Friday: still and quiet. The city chose to cancel the 2020 festival as it endeavored to prevent further COVID-19 
proliferation. This year the event returns, subdued ... but only temporarily and not enough to spoil the fun.

Organizers plan a 
tempered event, that 

will be more  
locally focused
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Overcrowding 
a concern at 
County Jail

By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Vacancy 

is limited in the hoosegow. 

Space is tight at the crow 

bar hotel. It’s crowded in 

the pokey.

No matter how you slice 

it or what you call it, the 

Marinette County Jail in 

the Law Enforcement Cen-

ter on University Drive is 

facing issues with over-

crowding.

And it’s a serious prob-

lem.

Jail Administrator Bob 

Majewski told the county’s 

Criminal Justice Coordinat-

ing Committee Friday that 

the population as of Thurs-

day was 134 inmates, plus 

another 10 who are await-

ing transfer to prison and 

about 15 who have work 

release privileges.

“So add it all together 

and we’re at about 160,” said 

Majewski, also the commit-

tee chairman. “It’s not only 

the number of inmates; it’s 

what these subjects bring 

with them. There is a big 

number of medical issues. 

Our nurses are working 
crazy.”

He said during one 
recent stretch, 14 inmates 
were going through detox 
at one time; there are a 
handful of mentally ill 
inmates who must be seg-
regated; and they have an 
84-year-old (double mur-
der suspect Raymond Van-
nieuwenhoven) who needs 
special attention.

The average daily head 
count in March was 135.42 
inmates, the highest March 
total since 2017 and the 
third highest total since 
2004. The jail’s capacity is 
164 beds.

“This committee was 
formed 20 years ago 
because of jail overcrowd-
ing,” Sheriff Jerry Sauve 
said. “We are there again.”

The sheriff said he 
didn’t want to discuss add-
ing more staff or putting 
another pod on the Law 
Enforcement Center at this 
time.

WHY HIGH NUMBERS?

The CJCC includes mem-
bers of various segments of 
the criminal justice system 

Roughing it in City Park rustic wilds

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—For those with the more 

rustic and pioneering soul, who prefer 

spending their weekends and vacations 

amid the bucolic spaces of the great out-

doors, pitching a tent—or maybe, just a 

sleeping bag—beneath the canopies of tall 

pines that rises up to a backdrop of endless 

stars, the City Park can now accommodate.

The Marinette Common Council 

recently approved a new ordinance that 

implements a $10 per night fee on eight 

new rustic campsites at City Park. For 

years, the park has offered nine RV (rec-

reational vehicle) campsites that include 

connections to water and electricity. While 

those RV sites will remain, starting in 

May, when the park facilities reopen for 

City plans to open eight new 
campsites for tent campers

See CAMPING, A2See JAIL, A2

See FESTIVAL, A3


