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Good morning,

Tracy Chaltry!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly sunny

and dry with light wind
HIGH: 78  LOW: 62
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MARINETTE — The City of 
Marinette —  the Menekaunee 
area to be specific — lost one of 
its longtime advocates last week.

Sandra A. Saunier, a Ward 1 
alderperson for 26 years (1987 
to 2013), died July 24 at Rennes 
Health & Rehab Center West in 
Peshtigo. She was 81.

Saunier and her husband, 
Robert, owned and operated the 
Marine House Bar and Grill in 
Menekaunee for many years. He 
preceded her in death in 2007.

In remembering Saunier, city 
officials unanimously point to her 
tireless work for the people in her 
Ward 1 district of Menekaunee.

“I think she’s been a fixture 
in city government,” Mayor Steve 
Gensiot said. “She certainly was 
very interested in the benefits of 
the city, particularly Menekaunee 
and trying to bring improve-

ments there. She was a very good 
person who genuinely cared for 
Menekaunee and the community 
as a whole.”

Saunier, the former Sandy 
Olson and the youngest girl in a 
family of 14 siblings, grew up in 
Menekaunee. 

Dorothy Kowalski, the current 
city council president, served with 
Saunier on the council during 
Saunier’s last term. “She really 
worked hard while she was on the 
council and worked to improve 
the Menekaunee area,” she said, 
adding that Saunier was help-
ful to those who were new to the 
council, like herself.

Doug Oitzinger, a current 
alderman who had two stints as 
mayor with Saunier on the coun-
cil, described her as someone who 
was normally quiet at meetings, 
but very knowledgeable on city 
issues.

“She often did not lead in the 
discussions on the council,” he 
said. “She was not a public speak-

er. So she showed her wishes 
based on how she voted.”

Oitzinger said Saunier often 
came into his office with issues 
of concern.

“She was not someone who 
would necessarily grab the floor 

on the council or even the com-
mittee meeting to grab hold of an 
issue,” he said. “She tended to do 
that more privately.”

LIke others, Oitzinger pointed 
to her allegiance to Ward 1.

“Sandy always had a very 

strong identity with Menekaunee, 
that was her overriding concern 
and her representation on the city 
council,” he said.

Oitzinger, who said he enjoyed 
many fish fries at the Marine 
House, explained that watching 
Saunier run the kitchen there 
gave him an idea of her strong 
work ethic.

He said mayors from through-
out the state got to experience 
Saunier’s cooking when the city 
hosted a meeting of the Wisconsin 
Alliance of Cities (now a sub 
group of the League of Wisconsin 
Municipalities).

He said a gathering for all the 
mayors and city administrators 
was set up in the pavilion at Red 
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Saunier fought for Menekaunee

See SAUNIER, A3
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Sandy Saunier, far left, is shown with others at one of the Menekaunee 
Old Timer’s Picnic events at Red Arrow Park. Saunier, a longtime advo-
cate for Menekaunee, served 26 years on the Marinette City Council. 
She died last week at the age of 81.

City officials remember the 
longtime Marinette alderperson
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Sticking the landing
Kaizer Issakson, 9, Menominee, sticks a 180-degree upturn at the Marinette 
Area Recreational Skatepark Wednesday in Marinette.

MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin 
Senate Republicans “stand 
ready” to strike down the 
statewide mask mandate that 
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers 
announced on Thursday, the 
GOP Senate leader said Friday.

Republican Senate Majority 
Leader Scott Fitzgerald stopped 
short of promising that the 
Senate would vote to kill the 
order, which is slated to take 
effect today. Fitzgerald, a can-
didate for Congress who faces 
a GOP primary on Aug. 11, 
also did not indicate when the 
Senate might convene.

“Republicans in the state 
Senate stand ready to convene 
the body to end the governor’s 
order,” Fitzgerald said in a state-
ment. “The governor has caved 
to the pressure of liberal groups 
on this. How can we trust that 
the he won’t cave again and 
stop schools that choose in-per-
son instruction this fall? There 
are bigger issues at play here, 
and my caucus members stand 
ready to fight back.”

State law gives the 
Legislature authority to revoke 
a governor’s emergency order. 
But the Assembly, controlled by 
Republicans, would also have 
to vote to strike down the order. 
Assembly Speaker Robin Vos on 
Thursday noted that he expects 
the order to face a legal chal-
lenge, but didn’t raise the pos-
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GOP 
ready to 
kill mask 
order
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““I think she’s been a 

fixture in city govern-

ment.”

Marinette Mayor Steve Genisot

speaking of Sandy Saunier

WASHINGTON — The 
White House and its GOP 
allies appear to be retreat-
ing from their opposition 
to a $600-per-week sup-
plemental unemployment 
benefit that has propped 
up the economy and family 
budgets but expired Friday.

President Donald Trump 
is eager to extend the ben-
efit, undercutting his GOP 
allies on Capitol Hill who 
have spent considerable 
effort devising an alter-
native that could unite 
Republicans.

The unemployment 
insurance is a principal 
element as talks continue 
on a COVID-19 relief bill, 
which is expected to grow 
considerably from a $1 tril-
lion-plus GOP draft released 
this week. Top Democrats 
announced a meeting with 
administration representa-
tives for this morning after 
Thursday night talks at the 
Capitol failed to produce a 
breakthrough.

The two sides took their 
case to the media Friday 
morning, with White House 
chief of staff Mark Meadows 
speaking to reporters on 
short notice at the exact 

moment House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi appeared at 
her weekly news conference.

Meadows accused 
Democrats of refusing to 
negotiate, saying Trump 
has instructed him to 
be “aggressive and for-
ward-leaning” in trying to 
extend the supplemental 
jobless benefit.

“Democrats have made 
zero offers over the last 
three days,” said Meadows. 
He said Democrats are 
“willing to play politics” and 
are acting like they “hold all 
the cards.”

The White House on 
Thursday offered a one-
week extension of the $600 
weekly unemployment ben-
efit, top Democrats said, but 
Pelosi rejected it, saying it 
needs to be addressed as 
part of a far more sweep-
ing bill that would deliver 
aid to state and local gov-
ernments, help for the poor 
and funding for schools and 
colleges to address the pan-
demic. Without action, the 
unemployment benefit ran 
outon  Friday — and both 
the House and Senate have 
left Washington.

“Clearly they did not 
understand the gravity of 
the situation,” Pelosi said. 
She said a short-term exten-
sion only makes sense if the 
two sides are close to a deal.

“Why don’t we just get 
the job done?” she asked.

An aide familiar with the 
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Opposition to 
$600 jobless 

benefit softens
■ Trump, GOP 
are prepared to 

negotiate a deal 
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