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Good morning,

Kenneth Lesperance!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly to mostly

sunny, dry with light wind
HIGH: 68  LOW: 49
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Leap of faith
Keaton O’Neill, 4, jumps into the waiting arms of his stepfather, Brian Abeln, last week at the Civic Center pool in 
Marinette. They are both from Marinette.

WASHINGTON — 
Lawmakers reported prog-
ress on a huge coronavi-
rus relief bill Saturday, as 
political pressure mounts 
to restore an expired 
$600-per-week supplemen-
tal unemployment benefit 
and send funding to help 
schools reopen.

“This was the longest 
meeting we’ve had and it 
was more productive than 
the other meetings,” said 
Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
who was part of the rare 
weekend session. “We’re not 
close yet, but it was a pro-
ductive discussion — now 
each side knows where 
they’re at.”

Schumer spoke along-
side House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., after meet-
ing for three hours with 
Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and White House 
chief of staff Mark Meadows.

The Democratic leaders 
are eager for an expansive 
agreement, as are President 
Donald Trump and top 
Republicans like Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky. But 
perhaps one half of Senate 
Republicans, mostly con-
servatives and those not 
facing difficult races this 
fall, are likely to oppose any 
deal.

Prior talks had yielded lit-
tle progress and Saturday’s 
cautious optimism was a 
break from gloomy private 
assessments among GOP 
negotiators. The adminis-
tration is willing to extend 
the newly expired $600 job-
less benefit, at least in the 
short term, but is balking at 
other Democratic demands 

like aid for state and local 
governments, food stamp 
increases, and assistance 
to renters and homeowners.

Pelosi mentioned food 
aid and funding for voting 
by mail after the negotiating 
session was over. She and 
Schumer appeared more 
upbeat than they have after 
earlier meetings.

“We have to get rid of this 
virus so that we can open 
our economy, safely open 
our schools, and to do so in 
a way that does not give a 
cut in benefits to American 
workers,” Pelosi said.

Mnuchin said restor-
ing the $600 supplemental 
jobless benefit is critically 
important to Trump.

“We’re still a long ways 
apart and I don’t want to 
suggest that a deal is immi-
nent because it is not,” 
Meadows said afterward. 
“There are still substan-
tial differences, but we did 
make good progress.”

The additional jobless 
benefit officially lapsed on 
Friday, and Democrats have 
made clear that they will 
not extend it without secur-
ing other relief priorities. 
Whatever unemployment 
aid negotiators agree on will 
be made retroactive — but 

By ANDREW TAYLOR

The Associated Press

Progress 
made in 

virus relief 
discussion

See VIRUS, A3

Who gets to be first in line 
for a COVID-19 vaccine? U.S. 
health authorities hope by late 
next month to have some draft 
guidance on how to ration initial 
doses, but it’s a vexing decision.

“Not everybody’s going to like 
the answer,” Dr. Francis Collins, 
director of the National Institutes 
of Health, recently told one of the 
advisory groups the government 
asked to help decide. “There will 
be many people who feel that they 
should have been at the top of 
the list.”

Traditionally, first in line for a 
scarce vaccine are health workers 
and the people most vulnerable to 
the targeted infection.

But Collins tossed new ideas 
into the mix: Consider geography 
and give priority to people where 
an outbreak is hitting hardest.

And don’t forget volunteers in 
the final stage of vaccine testing 
who get dummy shots, the com-

parison group needed to tell if the 
real shots truly work.

“We owe them ... some special 
priority,” Collins said.

Huge studies this summer aim 
to prove which of several exper-
imental COVID-19 vaccines are 

safe and effective. Moderna Inc. 
and Pfizer Inc. began tests last 
week that eventually will include 
30,000 volunteers each; in the 
next few months, equally large 
calls for volunteers will go out to 
test shots made by AstraZeneca, 

Johnson & Johnson and Novavax. 
And some vaccines made in China 
are in smaller late-stage studies 
in other countries.

For all the promises of the U.S. 
stockpiling millions of doses, the 
hard truth: Even if a vaccine is 
declared safe and effective by 
year’s end, there won’t be enough 
for everyone who wants it right 
away -- especially as most poten-
tial vaccines require two doses.

It’s a global dilemma. The World 
Health Organization is grappling 
with the same who-goes-first 
question as it tries to ensure vac-
cines are fairly distributed to poor 
countries -- decisions made even 
harder as wealthy nations corner 
the market for the first doses.

In the U.S., the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization 
Practices, a group established by 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, is supposed to 
recommend who to vaccinate and 
when -- advice that the govern-
ment almost always follows.

But a COVID-19 vaccine 

decision is so tricky that this 
time around, ethicists and vac-
cine experts from the National 
Academy of Medicine, chartered 
by Congress to advise the govern-
ment, are being asked to weigh 
in, too.

Setting priorities will require 
“creative, moral common sense,” 
said Bill Foege, who devised the 
vaccination strategy that led to 
global eradication of smallpox. 
Foege is co-leading the academy’s 
deliberations, calling it “both this 
opportunity and this burden.”

With vaccine misinformation 
abounding and fears that poli-
tics might intrude, CDC Director 
Robert Redfield said the public 
must see vaccine allocation as 
“equitable, fair and transparent.”

How to decide? The CDC’s 
opening suggestion: First vacci-
nate 12 million of the most criti-
cal health, national security and 
other essential workers. Next 
would be 110 million people at 
high risk from the coronavirus 

By LAURAN NEERGAARD
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Debate: Who’s first in line for COVID vaccine

See VACCINE, A3

The Associated Press

A nurse prepares a shot last week as a study of a possible COVID-19 
vaccine, developed by the National Institutes of Health and Moderna 
Inc., gets underway in Binghamton, N.Y. 

““There are still 

substantial differ-

ences, but we did 

make good prog-

ress.”

Steven Mnuchin

Treasury Secretary

LANSING, Mich. — The once 
vibrant commercial fishing industry 
in Michigan has dwindled down from 
thousands of businesses to just 13 
full-time fisheries.

And those that are left are afraid 
legislation in a state Senate committee 
could be the end of the industry all 
together, M-Live.com reported. That 
their mom-and-pop style operations 
would move out of the Great Lakes 
for good, and leave the door open only 
for large, investor-style corporations to 
take over the industry.

“What it does is it finally just chokes 
us out,” said Amber Peterson, operator 
of The Fish Monger’s Wife, one of the 
remaining commercial fisheries. “It 
doesn’t even offer us the dignity of a 
quick death.”

House Bills 4567, 4568, and 4569 
would add new regulations for com-

mercial fishers — like providing the 
Department of Natural Resources 
with GPS coordinates of their nets and 
gear when being used in the Great 
Lakes and require lost or tampered 
with gear to be reported.

The major concern with the leg-
islation, the parts of the bills that 
commercial fishers say are industry 
threatening, are the provisions that 
permanently prevent commercial 
fishers from fishing for perch, wall-
eye, and lake trout. This would only 
leave them whitefish, a fish they say 
is dwindling in numbers because it’s 
being eaten by lake trout.

Commercial fishers have had zero 
quota on lake trout and walleye and 
only recreational anglers have been 
allowed to fish from them for years. 
Perch has only able to be taken in 
the Saginaw Bay. Peterson said com-
mercial fishers had an understanding 
that eventually, once the numbers on 
those types of fish were up again, that 

they would again be able to take those 
fish.

These bills would permanent-
ly make those three types of fish 
unavailable to commercial fishers.

This is all part of an ongoing battle 
in the Great Lakes between commer-
cial fishing and sport fishing. Similar 
legislation was introduced last session 
that didn’t get a committee hearing, 
along with competing legislation to 
allow for commercial lake trout fish-
ing. The lake trout fishing bill didn’t 
make it to the governor’s desk but it 
did pass the state Senate before dying 
in the House chamber.

The DNR is on board with bills 
favored by recreational sports fish-
ing. After steadily making their way 
through the state House, the Senate 
Natural Resources committee has 
been taking testimony on the bills for 
weeks.

The Department of Natural 

BY CHEYNA ROTH

M-Live

Michigan’s commercial 
fishing industry fear state bills 

See FISHING, A3
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