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Providing Quality Care In Your Home
Northland Lutheran Home Health Services

715-732-5670
www.northlandlutheranwi.com

� Serving Marinette & Menominee
� Medicare and Medicaid Certifi ed

� Medication Management
� Wound Care Management

� Physical & Occupational Therapy Available
� Service Tailored to Individual Needs and Payment

SAVE THE 

DATE
MAY  21 ST & 22 ND

Registration begins 

April 5th

Call 715-735-6611

to reserve space for 

your rummage sale!
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Good morning, 
Jerald Poupore!

Thank you for subscribing  
to the EagleHerald
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TODAY: Mostly cloudy with 
showers likely.

HIGH: 50     LOW: 41

DEATHS
Norton, Stella

Wickman, Mari J.

INSIDE
Marinette: Motion hearing for 

44-year-old double murder case 

to continue next month. A3

Sports: Carney-Nadeau’s run to 

the state title ended on Wednes-

day. B1

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

P E S H T I G O —We d n e s d ay 

morning, amid confusion over 

various media reports concern-

ing Referendum 2021 for the 

Peshtigo School District, Super-

intendent Patrick Rau confirmed 

to district families and later in 

a press release that, contrary to 

some media reports, the referen-

dum failed.

“I wish I could say that the 

media reports were correct,” 

began an email from Rau to the 

families. “However they are not.”

According to the Marinette 

County website and confirmed by 

County Clerk Kathy Brandt, vot-

ers denied two ballot school dis-

trict ballot questions.

The first question asked vot-

ers’ approval for a $33.2 million 

building upgrade and classroom 

expansion that sought to improve 

both infrastructure and program-

ming at the Middle/High School. 

By a vote of 894 to 907 the request 

failed to pass.

In addition, voters also turned 

down a second and separate 

component to the referendum.
By a vote of 796 to 997, a $1.825 

million development of a large 
“green space” west of the Peshtigo 
Elementary Learning Center also 
failed. The development would 
have accommodated physical 
education, athletic and extracur-
ricular programs for the district 
as well as the creation of green 
space for the public.

“I want to thank you all for 
the support that you have given 
us,” continued Rau’s email. “Not 
( just) through this referendum 
process but through my almost 
three years working for you.”

In a separate district press 
release, Rau reiterated disap-
pointment over the failure of 
both referendum questions but 
he offered his gratitude to those 
voters who turned out in support.

“It is disheartening, but the 
educational needs of the students 
and operational needs of the cur-
rent building remain,” he said in 
the release. “We will get back to 
work and continue until we find 
a solution that provides the edu-
cational programming space our 
students need and the commu-
nity supports.”

Peshtigo School Board Mariel 

Carter, reiterated the that now 
that the election is over, and the 
referendum failed, the district 
issues related to infrastructure, 
space and programming still exist 
and must be addressed.

“The problems haven’t van-
ished just because we don’t have 
the funding,” she said. “But we 

need to find a viable solution that 
the community will support.”

At present, Carter told the 
EagleHerald that no alternative 
options await as a fallback to the 
referendum.

“This (referendum) was the 
plan,” she said. “The vote was so 
close ... And now we have to hear 

from more citizens and help to 

engage them to find where we go 

from here.”

In his email to families, Rau 

closed by further emphasizing 

the district’s unceasing mission 

to meet the needs of all students.

Peshtigo referendum fails narrowly

EagleHerald/John Liesveld.
After voter decision on Election Day rejected a referendum promising much needed improvements to the 
Peshtigo School District, the aging building will remain as is, for now, while the district shifts away from 
the election and begins to focus current operational needs of the building and possible future solutions.
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MARINETTE—Follow-

ing a wide-margin victory 

in Tuesday’s election, Mari-

nette Mayor Steve Genisot 

plans to maintain a pro-

ductive momentum as he 

moves into his third term 

serving as a voice for the 

city’s approximately 10,539 

city residents (according 

to U.S. Census Bureau esti-

mates for 2019).

“I’m honored to serve 

the Marinette residents 

another three years and to 

continue some of the great 

progress we have been 

working on,” Genisot said.

According to the Mari-

nette County Election 

Results, which receives 

its count from the various 

municipal offices through-

out the county, Genisot fin-

ished the race with a com-

manding lead over oppo-

nent Roberta Davis. He 

earned 1,137 votes as com-

pared to Davis’s 535 votes. 

Until canvassing occurs, 

those totals remain “unof-

ficial.”

Moving forward, the 

mayor emphasized that 

continuing “great progress” 

remains a top priority.

“We have a lot of big 

projects on the horizon,” 

he said. “Everything from 

housing developments … 

to infrastructure (to) try to 

gear up for all the growth in 

the city. There is not a day 
that goes by that we are not 
working on stuff.”

One of those projects 
includes a federal applica-
tion for an approximately 
$5 million grant. The city 
began the long and com-
plex application process 
for the Economic Devel-
opment Administration 
(EDA) Public Works Infra-
structure grant in October. 
Optimism over potential 
approval of that applica-
tion recently gained steam 
during a March 30 Com-
mon Council special meet-
ing.

Additionally and in con-
junction with an unofficial 
confirmation of another 
grant—the $1 million 
Transportation Economic 
Assistance (TEA) Grant—
through the Wisconsin 
Department of Transporta-
tion—if awarded, the com-
bined influx of infrastruc-
ture funds would position 
Marinette to meet the needs 
of current and future busi-
ness and industry growth 
occurring now and in the 

future. 

“ W e ’ v e 

got some 

pretty good-

sized proj-

ects  that 

have been 

in the works 

and that we 

are planning 

for,” Genisot 

said. “And 

then we are gearing up for 

this grant and other things 

that are relevant to that.”

Some of the recent 

industry growth includes 

an upcoming boost to ship-

yard employees to meet 

the needs of Fincantieri’s 

Marinette Marine’s (FMM) 

new contract with the U.S. 

Navy. Awarded to FMM in 

April of 2020, the contract 

involves the production of 

a fleet of advanced Constel-

lation class frigates. Exten-

sive construction currently 

underway at the shipyard 

to house new shipbuild-

ing facilities will ultimately 

result in an increase of 

Genisot gearing up on momentum

Genisot

By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Marinette County was finally able to 
deliver the COVID-19 vaccine to the northern part of the 
county.

“Exciting news today,” Public Health Officer Molly Bon-
jean told the Health and Human Services Board Wednes-
day, “We are doing the vaccines today at the Niagara 
Clinic.

She said it’s been a long time coming for residents in 
that area.

“Folks probably would have liked to see it sooner, but 
we wanted to make sure we did it smoothly and safely and 
efficiently,” Bonjean said, adding that a follow-up meet-
ing will take place to see how the clinic went and if there 
is potential to have more sites in the county.

She told the board the county currently is averaging 
just under two new COVID cases per day.

Responding to a question from a board member Bran-
don Jeske, who said he heard “there is now a 1 in 10,000 
chance” of getting COVID off of a surface, Bonjean was 
somewhat skeptical.

“I’m not sure of that exact statistic off-hand,” she said. 
“What I have been hearing is that it’s less likely than orig-
inally thought. There’s still some risk.”

She said it’s still important to practice good hygiene 
when it comes to washing hands and to clean surfaces 
thoroughly.

Since the beginning of the pandemic last March, Mari-
nette County has had 4,437 positive cases. That’s 55 cases 
more from a month ago.

Board member and county board supervisor Mike 
Behnke relayed a story he heard of a group of people who 
were vaccinated contracting COVID. He asked if someone 
who is vaccinated can get the vaccine.

Bonjean said she did not have knowledge of the situa-
tion Behnke heard, but she said it’s certainly possible to 
get COVID after receiving the vaccine.

“No vaccine is 100% effective,” she said, adding that 
cases of someone who is vaccinated contracting COVID 
are “few and far between.”

County delivers vaccines 
to northern areas

See SCHOOL, A3

Building upgrades failed by 13 votes

See GENISOT, A3

“
“We’ve got some pretty good-sized projects 

that have been in the works and that we are 

planning for.”

Steve Genisot
City of Marinette mayor

See COVID, A3


