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Good morning,

Beatrice Jacobson!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly sunny

HIGH: 80  LOW: 62

TWO SECTIONS $1.00THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2020

MARINETTE — Another elec-
tion, another victory for John 
Nygren.

Nygren, the incumbent in the 
89th Assembly District, handi-
ly defeated challenger Andi Rich 
in Tuesday’s Wisconsin partisan 
primary — meaning voters must 
choose a party and vote along that 
line.

He received 5,189 votes (89%), 
compared to 1,032 for Rich in 
the entire district. In Marinette 
County, Nygren garnered 2,274 of 
2,817 votes that were cast, or 81%. 
All results are unofficial until the 
election is canvassed.

Nygren, who has held the same 
Assembly seat since 2007, has 
never lost a political election. 

‘‘The only election I’ve ever lost 
was for Jaycees president in 1987 
or something,” he said. “So I’ve got 
a pretty good track record.”

Nygren, of 
Marinette, advanc-
es to face Democrat 
Karl Jaeger in the 
November gener-
al election. Jaeger, 
from the Town 
of Peshtigo, is a 

first-term Marinette 
County supervisor.

Despite his impressive record, 
Nygren was cautiously optimistic 
heading into the primary.

“I was thinking I had a good 
shot at winning,” he explained. “I 
didn’t think it would be as signifi-
cant as it was. Sometimes in poli-
tics, especially right now, whoever 
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Nygren scores 
lopsided  primary win

MARINETTE — The fishing plat-
form that runs parallel to the Hattie 
Street Bridge will soon be closed for 
about two weeks in order to receive 
substantial concrete repairs.

“If we don’t do something now, this 
might be an ongoing problem,” Brian 
Miller, the city’s engineer, said of the 
concrete that is falling off parts of the 
4-foot-wide platform that was built in 
1976. He said moisture within the con-
crete is causing it to spall off and in 
some spots the reinforced-steel sup-
port beams are now exposed.

Because it involves a bridge, the proj-
ect is complicated. It requires the use 
of a snooper truck — an under-bridge 
access vehicle with a multi-jointed arm 
and a bucket used to hold workers.  

Such specialization will allow for 
traffic to flow unhampered, Miller 
said, as no lane closures are expected. 
The project is slated to be completed 
no later than the end of October, he 
added.

An inspection last fall by De Pere-
based Ayres Associates engineering 
showed spalling as long as 41 inches. 
The firm reported that if nothing is 
done, the platform would need to be 
closed in five to 10 years.

Touch-up work would add 10 to 15 
years to its life, the report said, at 
an estimated cost of $100,000. A new 
platform would have a lifespan of 20 to 
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Hattie Street Bridge fishing 
platform to receive patchwork
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Howard Lorenz, Peshtigo, casts his 
line and luck into the Menominee 
River. Notice the missing concrete at 
the underside of the bridge. The bridge 
will be repaired in the coming weeks.

MARINETTE — This 
summer you won’t be 
seeing firefighters at the 
corner of Hall Avenue 
and Hattie Street, asking 
motorists to toss money 
into one of their boots.

Instead, the long-
standing program that 
benefits the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association 
will take on a virtual 

identity.    
“The COVID-19 situ-

ation caused us to take 
a different approach this 
year,” said Jason Lemire, 
a local firefighter, “and 
we think it will be a suc-
cess. We usually raise 
about $20,000 per year 
from Fill the Boot and 
that remains our goal.”

The Facebook page for 
the City of Marinette Fire 
Department is home to a 
QR code and a link that 
instructs people how to 

donate. Thus far, about 
$1,000 has been raised, 

Lemire said.
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Fill the Boot goes virtual

■ Project will eliminate 
access for about 2 weeks

MARINETTE — Lt. Chris Lesperance, of the Marinette 
County Sheriff’s Office, was nominated for the county’s 
vacant highway safety coordinator position Wednesday at 
the Traffic Safety Commission meeting.

This position was left vacant after the former coordina-
tor, Lt. Jason Ducane, stepped down to take a job in the 
private sector.

The nomination was unanimously approved and will 
move to the full county board for approval later this month. 

In another matter, Highway Commissioner Eric 
Burmeister reported on improvements made by the 
Highway Department and preparation for the winter sea-
son. 

“We just finished about 20 miles of chip sealing out on 
County (Trunk) O,” Burmeister said. “We have some work 
coming up here in the near future; we’ve got some cracking 
and rubbering on Highway 180. We’ve got rubbering and 
crack filling on (U.S.) 141 up by Pembine, and have more 
concrete panels that need to be replaced on 141 between 
County (Trunk) Q and Highway 64 —  the panels have 
deteriorated near there.”

Burmeister explained that the Peshtigo River Bridge 
was finished with an epoxy overlay.

“I’m interested to see how that epoxy overlay works with 
the granite chip-stone that got put down on top of that 
epoxy,” he said, “if there’s going to be any benefit come 
wintertime. That bridge seems to ice up rather quickly in 
the winter. I want to see if the chip-stone and epoxy will 
provide some better traction on there.”

Burmeister added that the Highway Department is 
currently 75% through its annual budget. He is hoping for 
a mild winter. 

Also, the commission was briefed on the lone fatal car 
crash since it last met in February. That crash happened 
on April 26 on County Trunk W in the Town of Stephenson.

Marinette County Sheriff  Jerry Sauve said: “One vehi-
cle lost control, went off the road, hit a tree and the driver 
was ejected and later passed away of his injuries at a 
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Urban renewal
Russel Harris, Crivitz, (top right) Evan Kakuk, Stephenson, 
(bottom middle) and John H. Nemec, (right) fix up buildings 
with new entrances and paint a mural on Ella Court for Rusty 
and Kim Wolfe’s investment properties at Ella Court Tuesday in 
Marinette.

By KAT STAFFORD

Associated Press

DETROIT — China 
Cochran met Kamala 
Harris at a campaign event 
in Detroit last year and was 
swept away by her ambition, 
charisma and leadership. 
She hoped the California 
senator would advance in 
politics.

So when Joe Biden 
named Harris on Tuesday 
as his running mate — 
making her the first Black 
woman on a major par-
ty’s presidential ticket — 
Cochran wasn’t just struck 
by the history. It represent-
ed a full-circle moment 
for Black women, who for 
generations have fought for 
their voices to be heard and 

political aspirations recog-
nized.

“It tells Black girls that 
they can be president,” said 
Cochran, who recently ran 
for state representative in 
Michigan. “If you look back 
at Shirley Chisholm, she 
ran so that Kamala could 
lead at this moment. I think 
it’s important for us to look 
at that and see other young 
women of color realize that 
they can go after their 

dreams and really make 
change in our world.”

Harris’ selection is his-
toric in many senses. It also 
marks the first time a per-
son of Asian descent is on 
the presidential ticket. Born 
to a Jamaican father and 
Indian mother, she often 
speaks of her deep bond 
with her late mother, whom 
she has called her single 
biggest influence.

As they appeared togeth-

er Wednesday for the first 
time as running mates, 
Biden and Harris reflected 
on the significance of the 
moment.

“This morning, all across 
the nation, little girls woke 
up — especially little black 
and brown girls, who so 
often feel overlooked and 
undervalued in their com-
munities. But today, today, 

Harris’ selection as VP resonates with Black women

““It tells Black girls that they can be president.”

China Cochran

Michigan state representative candidate

Nygren

Incumbent candidate defeated 
challenger with 89% of the votes

““The COVID-19 situation caused us 

to take a different approach this year 

and we think it will be a success.”

Jason Lemire

local firefighter
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CASH REFUNDS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THOSE WHO

HAD A BALANCE ON THEIR OLD CITY DUMP CARD.

PLEASE BRING YOUR LETTER, OLD DUMP CARD AND/OR 

IDENTIFICATION TO OBTAIN YOUR REFUND


