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MARINETTE—A move by 
Wisconsin Manufacturers and 
Commerce (WMC) along the 
often politically and legally 
wrought frontlines of the PFAS 
(per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances) issue, hit close to the 
heart for Carly Michiels.

In fact, just about every new 
development in the fight to reg-
ulate—or eliminate—PFAS stirs 
the temperament of passion and 
action for the City of Marinette 
native. She serves as govern-
ment relations director for Clean 
Wisconsin, a 501c(3) organiza-
tion dedicated to environmen-
tal protection and preservation 
through the engagement of sci-
ence, law and policy. A big part of 
her work involves advocating in 
Madison, for environmental and 
human protection against the 
adverse consequences of PFAS.

She feels that a recent court 
action by WMC impedes efforts 
by the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resource (DNR), the 
regulatory agency responsible 
for setting standards that regu-
late the chemicals used in indus-
try and business.

In a step to block a specific 
method of sampling for PFAS 
from industrial and business 
facilities, the WMC filed a com-
plaint to the State of Wisconsin 

Circuit Court 
in Jefferson 
County March 
29. The com-
plaint names as 
defendants the 
DNR, Secretary 
of the DNR Pres-
ton Cole and the 
Wisconsin Nat-
ural Resource 

Board.
While Michiels agrees that a 

critical piece to the PFAS solu-
tion starts with remediation and 
clean up, she feels, at least in 
part, that another vital piece to 
the puzzle lies with those indi-
viduals responsible for estab-
lishing the regulatory standards, 
enforcement rules and policies 
that govern PFAS manufactur-
ing and its use.

“The biggest part of it is pre-
vention and you prevent PFAS 
from … harming public health 
and getting into our public water 
by setting standards,” Michiels 
told the EagleHerald. “But you 
have groups like WMC standing 
in the way, bringing out every 
tool they have in their toolbox to 
fight any movement forward … 
I think that is a huge hurdle to 
getting any sort of remediation 
for people.”

And for Michiels, those imped-
ances perpetuate the continued 
injury upon people in Wiscon-
sin communities that are mired 
in the nag of daily concerns over 
PFAS plumes infringing on their 

private or public drinking water 

supplies or leaching into the 

states waterways.

“People have a right to know 

what is and what is not contam-

inated with PFAS,” Michiels said. 

“So with industry obstructing the 

(PFAS) sampling and standing in 
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PFAS court action 
stirs discord

Michiels

In addition to state 

races, there will be plenty of 

decisions for voters in Tues-

day’s spring election for 

Marinette County munici-

palities.

CITIES
 �Marinette: Mayor 

Steve Genisot vs. Roberta 

Davis; Ward 5 alderman 

Wally Hitt vs. Liz Miku-

towski; Ward 2 alderman 

Jeff Skorik and Ward 6 

alderwoman Debbie Klegin 

have no opposition.

 �  Peshtigo: District 

1 alderwoman Bridgette 

Schmidt is unopposed; 

District 2 alderman Mike 

Behnke vs. Keith Klimek; 

District 3 alderwoman Deb-

bie Sievert vs. Zachary Los-

sett. Residents also have a 

referendum allowing the 

city to raise property taxes 

to provide more money for 

road projects and main-

taining existing public ser-

vice levels.

 � Niagara: Veteran 

Mayor George Bousley is 

not seeking re-election. 

Current alderman Joe 

Johnston is seeking that 

post. Current alderper-

sons Lynn Burke, Michael 

Darne and Donald Shampo 

are seeking re-election. Lisa 

Mattia is challenging for an 

alderman post. Those four 

candidates are vying for 

three aldermanic seats.

Villages
 � Coleman: President 

Glenn Woulf, along with 

trustees Nancy Stank, 

David Podoski and James 

Heyroth, have no opposi-

tion.

 � Crivitz: President 

Kurt Kostuch is not seeking 

re-election as he resigned to 

become police chief. Amy 

Grandaw is running for 

president. Trustees seek-

ing re-election include Glo-

ria Kainz-Kinzinger and 

Jeff Dorschner. They are 

being challenged by Gin-

ger Deschane and George 

Gocht.

 �  Pound: President 

Terry Earley, along with 

trustees John Homon-

towski and Michael Rogodz-

inski, have no opposition.

 �Wausaukee: President 

Patrick Tracy, along with 

trustees Lowell McKim, 

JoAnn Polomis and Darryl 

Schmidt, have no opposi-

tion.

TOWNS
 � Amberg: Chairman 

Matt Mattison, Clerk Pat 

Boshen and Treasurer Lisle 

Suzawith have no oppo-

sition. Supervisor 1 Ron-

ald Holmes is not seeking 

re-election; Verlyn Giguere 

is the only candidate for 
that seat. Supervisor 2 Rus-
sell Werner vs. Jodi Camp-
bell.

 � Athelstane: Chair-
man Kelly Barnes, super-
visors Denis DeJardin and 
David Jose, and clerk Jan-
ice DuChateau have no 
opposition. Treasurer Greg-
ory Reinhardt vs. Daniel P. 
Johnson.

 � Beaver: Chairman 
David Bedora, along with 
supervisors Jerome Fend-
ryk and Vernon Gisenas, 
have no opposition.

 � Beecher: Chairman 
Chair Robert Gehri vs. Cary 

Plenty of local races in Tuesday’s election

By Special to the EagleHerald

PESHTIGO—All students in 

the Peshtigo School District are 

now once again learning in per-

son within a classroom all week 

long.

With COVID-19 rates greatly 

decreasing in Marinette County, 

Peshtigo families who prefer 

their students to have in-person 

instruction and learning, now 

have their children in school for 

five days per week. Many stu-

dents have had a tougher time 

succeeding in a virtual learning 

format in many content areas. 

Teaching and learning math 

concepts virtually was espe-

cially challenging. Math teach-

ers in Peshtigo are glad to be 

teaching kids completely face-

to-face once again.

Teaching virtually is a 

challenge for teachers. It was 

especially difficult for math-

ematics due to the sequential 

nature of learning math con-

cepts. While teaching virtually, 

algebra teacher Robin Gilligan 

found that teaching online made 

it more challenging to engage 

and focus students.

While teaching students, 

she would “alternate between 

in-person students and online 

students to work out problems 

for the class on the screen.”

Gilligan would also ask indi-

viduals to “hold up their work 

in front of the camera” to see 

what they were doing at home 

to improve engagement.

“With virtual or distance 

Peshtigo students succeed in learning math now every day

Special to the EagleHerald
Peshtigo teacher Janet Thibado works 
on algebra with student Brayden Woods. 
Peshtigo math teaches say they are glad to 
have students back in class full-time.
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Springtime simmered in this past weekend with mild tempera-
tures and raining sunbeams.  Monday,  John Russo (blue shirt) 
and Ryan Marjonen roll up the the remnants of winter fortifica-
tion at the future site of the Trolley Station Terrace housing devel-
opment on Main Street in Marinette. They spent the day securing 
frost blankets which provided protection against winter frost for 
sensitive construction materials at the site. Marjonen and Russo 
both work for McGann Construction, headquartered in Madison.

Wrapping up the winter
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Monitoring 
Marinette PFAS

By JOHN LIESVELD
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Marinette native and Clean 

Wisconsin’s Government 

Relations Director Carly 

Michiels, knows about the per-

sonal and community impact 

of PFAS.

In the Marinette area, sever-

al residents, some of Michiels’ 

family among them, live with-

in a swathe of land that rests 

atop a sprawling plume of 

groundwater contaminated by 

PFAS. The plume spans out-

ward from the Fire Technology 

Center (FTC) operated by Tyco 

Fire Products, LP. It originated 

after decades of outdoor testing 

of aqueous film-forming foam 

(AFFF) at the Fire Technology 

See MONITORING, A3

“
“With virtual or distance learning, I would put out 

videos explaining the lesson, but I never really knew 

if students would watch them.”

Shalaine Fisher
Geometry, Math 8 teacher


