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MARINETTE—The City of Mari-

nette is seeking more citizen input on 

its comprehensive plan, which is soon 

due for a 20-year update.

Mayor Steve Genisot brought up 

the matter during his report Tuesday 

at the Common Council meeting.

“We do revisions on a more fre-

quent basis, but right now we are in a 

complete renewal of our comp plan,” 

he said. “We’ve had some discussions 

with the folks at Bay Lakes (Regional 

Planning Commission). We would like 

to have more citizen input.”

Genisot said more focus and clari-

fication are needed on some key areas 

of the city, mentioning the downtown 

and the area by the former Bay Area 

Medical Center on Shore Drive.

Alderman Doug Oitzinger offered 

input.

“I’m the only one on the council that 

was involved in the last comprehensive 

plan,” he said. “That was a two-year 

process and I’m concerned that we are 

running out of time.”

He said the city has a contract with 

Bay Lakes for $45,000 and the work 

has to be completed by June 20.

Oitzinger said he is concerned the 

matter is not being handled in detail 

and is lacking citizen input.

“I think the mayor is engaged in 

conversation with Bay Lakes to see if 

they can’t up their game a bit,” he said, 

asking Genisot, “Would that be a fair 

statement?”

“I think so,” the mayor replied, 

Marinette seeks input on 
comprehensive plan
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M E N O M I N E E —T h e 
Parks and Recreation 
Committee discussed the 
replacement of playground 
equipment at Watertower 
Park Tuesday.

At the committee’s pre-
vious meeting, presenta-
tions were made by two 
playground equipment 
vendors. After considering 
the proposed designs, City 
Manager Tony Graff said 
he, along with Rec. Direc-
tor Joan Kosewski and 
City Engineer Tricia Alwin, 
decided to move forward 
with a design presented 
by vendor Burke Lee. The 
design of the structure is 
based around a main core 
structure and includes 
decks, bridges, climbers, 
slides and musical equip-
ment.

“What we’d like to be 
able to do is begin to move 

forward as recommended 

by the staff and the Rec. 

Director, have a follow-up 

meeting in about two weeks 

to narrow down the options 

from the vendor and bring 

that back to committee in 

April. We’d request for the 

committee to take it to the 

Finance Committee for 

approval to use Klar estate 

funds for the purchase of 

this equipment, as well as 

insulation and the surfac-

ing,” Graff said.

“It’d be nice to see some 

of this equipment in person 

Panel discusses Water 
Tower Park updates
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The Water Tower Park will see some changes in near future, 
as the City of Menominee Parks and Recreation Commit-
tee voted to move forward with plans for new equipment 
from vendor, Burke Lee. The above image shows the cur-
rent equipment, which is in the process of being torn down.
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MARINETTE—Young Addison Lacy knows firsthand 

about a disease that most people—and likely some doc-

tors—don’t even know exists.

Lacy, an 8th grade student at Marinette Middle School, 

addressed the Marinette Common Council Tuesday to 

spread the word of Amyloidosis Awareness Month in 

March.

“I’m volunteering for the Amyloidosis Foundation to 

raise awareness throughout March,” she said.

The 13-year-old calmly told the council how her father, 

Josh, was diagnosed with the disease about eight years ago.

“One of the reasons it is so deadly is that many people, 

including doctors, are not aware of it and the sooner it is 

diagnosed, the better it can be treated,” she said. “My dad 

was diagnosed with it when I was 5. Many doctors could 

not figure out what was wrong and we had never even 

heard of it and that almost killed him.”

She said if doctors, or her family, had known about Amy-

loidosis, her father could have received treatment sooner.

Marinette teen raises 
awareness about disease

Special to the EagleHerald
The Lacy family from Marinette is pictured last Novem-
ber at Whitefish Dunes State Park in Door County. The 
family includes: father Josh, standing back; daughter 
Addison, seated left; mother Adrienne, seated right; son 
Chet, standing front; and dog Beltre. Addison addressed 
the Common Council Tuesday hoping to raise awareness 
for Amyloidosis, a rare disease of the organs and tis-
sues that has afflicted her father for about eight years. 
March is Amyloidosis Awareness Month.

Only 84 residents filled out survey on the project

MARINETTE—The Marinette Plan Commission 

Wednesday unanimously approved an application 

for a conditional use permit in an I-1 Institutional 

and Public Service District.

The Marinette County Group Home Association 

would like to open up a Community Based Recov-

ery Facility (CBRF) in the former medical building 

across from the old hospital at 3123 Shore Drive. The 

building has been donated by Marinette business-

man Mike Biehl. It will be used by people who are 

struggling with substance abuse disorders—mostly 

heroin and methamphetamine.

No citizens spoke Wednesday at a public hearing 

and the motion passed with little discussion.

Alderman Doug Oitzinger, who serves the ward 

where this property is located, said he would like 

to underscore that this is a conditional use permit 

and can be revisited several years from now if this 

becomes a problem.

“Apparently there aren’t any citizens here to speak 

so that’s all I have to say,” he said.

Alderman Jeff Skorik, the council representative 

on the Plan Commission, said the matter was dis-

cussed at the February council meeting and it was 

met with positive feedback from the council. He said 

the fact that the building will be licensed as a CBRF 

was the reason this project is moving forward.

Recovery facility 
plan moves forward
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WASHINGTON —The 
world’s hopes for curbing cli-
mate change hinge on action 
by two giant nations whose 
relations are deteriorating: 
China and the United States. 
The two countries both say 
they are intent on retool-
ing their economies to burn 
less climate-wrecking coal, 
oil and gas. But tensions 
between them threaten their 
ultimate success.

China and the United 
States are the world’s No. 1 
and No. 2 carbon polluters, 
respectively, pumping out 
nearly half of the fossil fuel 
fumes that are warming the 
planet’s atmosphere.

The fast cuts in carbon 
needed to stave off the worst 

of climate change are all 

but impossible unless these 

countries work together and 

basically trust each other’s 

pledges. During the Trump 

administration, the U.S. 

used China’s emissions as an 

excuse not to act, and in the 

past China pointed to U.S. his-

torical emissions as a reason 

US-China tensions threaten 
global climate change efforts

The Associated Press
In this Jan. 27 photo, Special Presidential Envoy for Climate 
John Kerry speaks during a press briefing at the White House 
in Washington.

“
“We want to see it last 

20 to 25 years.”

Dennis Klitzke
City of Memominee councilmember
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