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Good morning,

Scott Bell!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly to mostly

sunny and dry; light wind
HIGH: 73  LOW: 51

TWO SECTIONS $1.00SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 2020

MARINETTE — A $30.9 mil-
lion referendum plan going to vot-
ers on Nov. 3 is about more than 
buildings, according to Marinette 
School District officials. It is also 
about a long lasting impact on 
student instruction and achieve-
ment.

The plan calls for consolidating 
district operations from six schools 
to four by closing two schools and 
building additions on two elemen-
tary buildings, Merryman and 
Park. All of the district’s pre-kin-
dergarten through 4th grade stu-
dents will then be housed in the 

two expanded elementary schools. 
Merryman will serve children in 
early childhood through 1st grade 
while Park will serve students 
in 2nd through 4th grade. The 
change means that for the first 
time across the district all stu-
dents in the same grade level will 
be housed in the same building.

“This allows teachers to collab-
orate and create learning experi-
ences aligned to learning levels,” 
explained Quality Assurance 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
Wendy Dzurick. “For students, 
this means they will begin and 
end their Marinette School District 
career with the same group of stu-
dents.”

Since students will move 

through grade levels together, 
this arrangement will allow them 
to build bonds with all of their 
classmates, which will enhance 
all students’ social and emotion-
al development. Students will 
also share common experiences 
at each grade level, such as field 
trips and other activities.

Teachers can work togeth-
er more easily on personalized 
academic programming with all 
grade level teachers and support 
staff in the same place. Another 
advantage is the possibility of 
offering wrap around before and 
after school care.

The referendum proposal also 
includes updating aging infra-
structure at Merryman and Park 

as well as at Marinette Middle 
and High Schools. The plan would 
add new features such as flexi-
ble learning spaces that can be 
adapted for large or small group 
instruction depending on student 
and teacher needs.

“All of these changes will assist 
our district in meeting our goal of 
building communities of learners 
in safe, healthy spaces that offer 
personalized learning opportuni-
ties as well as collaborative spaces 
to develop lifelong skills to become 
career and college ready,” said 
Superintendent Corry Lambie.

The district will be hosting the 
following virtual meetings in the 
upcoming weeks, with more infor-
mation to be shared on the dis-

trict website:

■ Sept. 9, 5 to 6:30 p.m., meet-
ing for current and/or future ele-

mentary families

■ Sept. 10, 6 to 7 p.m., commu-

nity public information meeting

■ Oct. 6, 6 to 7 p.m., communi-
ty public information meeting

■ Oct. 10, 9 to 10 a.m., commu-

nity public information meeting

■ Oct. 27, 6 to 7 p.m., commu-

nity public information meeting

If the date, time, or format for 

any of the meetings change, the 

district will make the updates on 

its website. 

School referendum will impact more than buildings
■ Marinette plan 
goes to voters Nov. 3

STEPHENSON — One of the 
many changes the Stephenson 
School District is facing in the 
2020/21 academic year is a 
change of leadership. At the end of 
last school year, Superintendent 
Ron Kraft resigned his position 
and Principal Peggy Grille retired, 
meaning facility, staff and stu-
dents have some new faces to 
meet this year.

Both the Superintendent 
Susanne Carpenter and new 
Principal Mark Demeuse have 
begun work Aug. 10 and have 
many plans for the district.

Carpenter comes to Stephenson 
with 27 years’ experience in edu-
cation.

She had worked as a principal 
for the past ten years for Atherton 
Elementary School in Burton, 
Mich. Carpenter explained that 
this was a small district, espe-
cially for the area, which is near 
Flint. The elementary school itself 
housed about 350 students and 

the district had about 800.
“I was looking for another 

small school district,” she said. “I 
knew every kid and their families. 
I wanted a place that could hap-
pen too.”

Carpenter described Atherton 
as “a small family,” and she likes 
that Stephenson is also a “small 
family” with a supportive com-
munity.

The biggest challenge 

Carpenter foresees in her first 
year as superintendent is keep-
ing the students safe and healthy. 
She said ensuring students are 
comfortable and able to learn, 
even with the new regulations 
and rules put in place because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, is a top 
priority for her and the other staff.

Carpenter has already met 
with some students and families 

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald staff writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

Stephenson has changes at the top

See CARPENTER, A3
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New principal Mark Demeuse and new superintendent Susanne 
Carpenter talk about their new jobs and the coming semester Tuesday 
at Stephenson High School.

Carpenter 
likes the small 
school size

STEPHENSON — This year, 
Stephenson Area Public Schools 
is facing a lot of changes. On top 
of new regulations put in place 
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the school district 
being consolidating into a single 
building, Stephenson Schools 
also has a new superintendent 
and a new principal.

Both Susanne Carpenter and 
Mark Demeuse expressed excite-
ment at beginning their time as 
Stephenson Area Public Schools 
superintendent and principal, 
respectively.

Originally from Gladstone, 
Mich., Demeuse, principal, said 
he was happy to be back in the 
Upper Peninsula to begin work-
ing for and with the Stephenson 
School District. The location was 
a major draw to his interest in 
the the position and he has felt 
welcomed by both the facility and 
community in his few weeks on 
the job.

Prior to this position, Demeuse 

has experience in both criminal 
justice and education. He gradu-
ated from Ferris State University 
with a degree in criminal justice 
and worked for the City Police 
Department in Jackson, Mich. for 
about 13 years.

However, after more than 
a decade at the job, Demeuse 
changed career paths to educa-
tion.

“During that period of time, 
while I was with the city, these 
kids I would see when they’re 10 
would grow and be 18 or 19-years-
old and start getting into real 
trouble,” Demeuse said. “I moved 
into education because, hopefully, 
I could make a better impact on 
kids who may be heading towards 
difficulty later on.”

He would then get his teach-
ing certification and eventually, 
a masters in ed leadership from 
Eastern Michigan University.

“I taught math and science for 
two years for middle school, and 
I also taught language arts and 
social studies for middle school,” 
he said. 

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald staff writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

Demeuse glad to be back 
in the Upper Peninsula 

See DEMEUSE, A3

The Mar inet te 
Menominee EagleHerald 
will follow a growing trend 
in the newspaper indus-
try and move from an all-
print, six-day publication 
to a combination print and 
on-line edition.

Starting on Monday, 
Sept. 28, the EagleHerald 
will come out in print form 
on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday of each week. 
EagleHerald readers will be 
able to get news on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday, but 
it will be on our improved 
and re-designed website, 
ehextra.com.

The changes were 
announced to staff on 
Thursday and Friday by 
General Manager Kathy 
Springberg.

“The printed newspaper 
will be delivered by the U.S. 
Post Office directly to sub-
scribers mailboxes on the 
same day of publication,” 
Springberg said. “In addi-

tion, we will be enhanc-
ing our online site with 
exclusive content, stories 
of interest and important 
late-breaking news. These 
changes mean thicker 
printed editions and more 
news online.”

The changes made by 
the EagleHerald are in lock 
step with what is happening 
throughout the newspaper 
industry. Research shows 
that more readers choose 
to get their news via their 
phones, laptops and tablets. 
EagleHerald editor Dan 
Kitkowski said the newspa-
per must continue to evolve 
in order to be a viable, trust-
ed source of local news.

“We have to give our 
readers the news and 
information they want in 
the format that they want 
to receive it,” he said. “We 
will continue to be the No.1 
source for in-depth local 
news and sports, it will just 
come in different forms.”

Kitkowski said the mix-
ture of a print edition with a 
digital format will allow for 
more flexibility.

“Often times with the 
print edition we are lim-
ited because of space,” he 
said. “The digital format will 
allow for more stories and 
more photos. We are not 
eliminating any content”

Not printing a newspa-
per on certain days of the 
week is a common response 
in the newspaper industry to 
changing business realities, 
Springberg said. “The COVID 
crisis further put into per-
spective how important it is 
that we size our organization 
in a manner that ensures 
we can continue to provide 
the quality of journalism our 
communities deserve,” she 
said.

Spr ingberg and 
Kitkowski agree that the 
changes may come as a 

EagleHerald to reduce 
daily print schedule

See EAGLE, A3

WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
blasted Joe Biden as a hap-
less career politician who 
will endanger Americans’ 
safety as he accepted his 
party’s renomination on the 

South Lawn of the White 
House. While the coronavi-
rus kills 1,000 Americans 
each day, Trump defied his 
own administration’s pan-
demic guidelines to speak 
for more than an hour to 
a tightly packed, largely 
maskless crowd.

Facing a moment fraught 
with racial turmoil, eco-
nomic collapse and a 

national health emergency, 
Trump delivered a trium-
phant, optimistic vision of 
America’s future Thursday. 
But he said that bright-
er horizon could only be 
secured if he defeated his 
Democratic foe, who cur-
rently has an advantage in 
most national and battle-

By JONATHAN LEMIRE,

MICHELLE L. PRICE

and KEVIN FREKING

The Associated Press

Trump lashes on Biden

See TRUMP, A3

The Associated Press

President Donald Trump speaks from the South Lawn of the White House on the fourth day 
of the Republican National Convention Thursday in Washington.
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