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Good morning,

Richard Ross!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly to mostly cloudy, 

dry with 10 to 20 mph wind
HIGH: 62  LOW: 41

MADISON, Wis.  — A Wisconsin 
judge on Monday allowed the 
state’s mask mandate to stand, 
rejecting an attempt by the 
Republican-controlled Legislature 
and a conservative law firm to 
overturn it, even as coronavirus 
cases spiked and the number of 
people hospitalized with COVID-
19 hit a new high.

The judge noted in his rul-
ing that lawmakers could vote to 
overturn Democratic Gov. Tony 
Evers’ order, but haven’t so far. 
Evers sent Republican legislative 
leaders a letter hours after the 
ruling asking them to drop the 
lawsuit and “work together on our 
state’s greatest challenges.”

Noting a spike in cases, and 
the opening of a field hospital to 
provide additional capacity for 
coronavirus patients, Evers urged 
Republicans to “start taking this 
seriously.”

Republican legislative lead-
ers did not immediately return 
messages seeking comment. The 
Legislature filed a brief in sup-
port of the lawsuit. Also Monday, 

a Republican-led legislative com-
mittee took the first steps to over-
turn another order Evers issued 
last week setting capacity limits 
for business.

The Wisconsin Institute for 
Law and Liberty, which filed suit 
against the mask mandate, will 
appeal, said the group’s president 
Rick Esenberg. He did not say if 
they would attempt to skip the 
state appeals court by asking the 
conservative-controlled Wisconsin 
Supreme Court to take the case. 
Esenberg called the issue a “criti-
cal constitutional matter.”

The lawsuit argued that Evers 
overstepped his authority by issu-
ing multiple emergency orders to 
curb the coronavirus pandemic. 

It also said masks are ineffective 

since Wisconsin’s infection num-

bers have continued to rise since 

Evers’ mandate was imposed. 

Evers defended the mask order, 

saying it was within his power to 

impose the requirement and that 

he followed the recommendations 

of public health experts.

St. Croix County Circuit Judge 

R. Michael Waterman said in his 

ruling that nothing prevents a 

governor from issuing multiple 

emergency declarations “when the 

emergency conditions continue to 

exist.”

“And, if the Legislature is 

unconvinced that a state of emer-

gency does exist, the Legislature 
has the ultimate power to termi-
nate it,” the judge said.

Evers called the ruling a victo-
ry in the fight against COVID-19.

“We will continue doing every-
thing we can to prevent the spread 
of this virus,” he said. “We ask 
Wisconsinites to please stay home 
as much as possible, limit travel 
and going to public gatherings, 
and wear a mask whenever out 
and about.”

The judge also noted that over-
turning the mask mandate would 
“affect every person in Wisconsin 
by a judicial act that usurps the 
governor’s power to declare a state 
of emergency and the Legislature’s 
power to end one.”

Evers first declared a pub-
lic health emergency in March 
and renewed it in July after the 
Legislature declined to extend 
it. The July order mandated the 
wearing of masks starting in 
August for anyone aged 5 and up 
in all enclosed spaces except at 
home. He issued another order 
in September that extended the 
mask mandate until Nov. 21. 
Violators could be subject to a 

By SCOTT BAUER

and TODD RICHMOND

The Associated Press

Wisconsin judge upholds mask order

See MASKS, A3

The Associated Press

This July 30 image taken from video by the Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services shows Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers in Madison, Wis. A 
Wisconsin judge on Monday Evers’ mask mandate in the face of a con-
servative challenge. 

Because of the recent 
spike in COVID-19 cases in 
this area, the EagleHerald 
office will be closed to the 
public beginning at 4 p.m. 
today. 

Customers and sub-
scribers can send informa-
tion to the EagleHerald at 
P.O. Box 77 or drop items 
off in our secured lock box 
at the front of our building. 
News, sports, letters and 
other information can also 
be sent via email.

EH office 
will close to 
the public

STEPHENSON — From the out-
side, the Stephenson Area Public 
School looks very much the same; 
but on the inside, the middle/high 
school building is filled with more 
color, and grades, than ever before.

The Stephenson Board of 
Education voted last summer to 
combine the two building school 
district into a single building begin-
ning the 2020-21 academic school 
year. This decision was made in 
light of an ongoing drop in student 
enrollment, which is currently at 
470 students. This includes about 
70 students who are exclusively 
working online during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The transition from two build-
ings to one has been a smooth 
one, according to Superintendent 
Susanne Carpenter. 

The school board, the previous 
superintendent Ron Kraft, and her-
self have faced several issues with 
the transition and planned accord-
ingly. Much of the initial deci-
sions were made before Carpenter 
become superintendent in August.

Walking into what is now the 
Stephenson K12 building, one 

of the first things a person may 

notice is the amount of color in 

the hallways. The school has fea-

tured many murals and student 

paintings for the past several years, 

but now some of the artwork is 

geared specifically to its youngest 

members of the student body.

Of course, there are still murals 

of Eagles, the school mascot, and 

painted ceiling tiles left by past 

senior art students, visitors to 

Stephenson School District will 

now find paintings of bumblebees 

and the alphabet drawn in bright 

colors as they walk through the 

hallways. In the classrooms, the 
youngest students are greeted with 
colorful decorations and carpets.

While the new colors and deco-
rations make certain parts of the 
building feel like an elementary 
school, ensuring that the areas 

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald staff writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

Stephenson school has a new look

See SCHOOL, A3
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Donna Starzynski, Title 1 reading teacher in the Stephenson School District, has made this room inviting with the 
carpeting and stuffed animals brought over from the former elementary school building.

■ One-building school 
district is user friendly 

for all students

MARINETTE — Reports given at last 

Tuesday’s Marinette County Development 

Committee meeting shined a light on local men-

tal health struggles faced by the public during 

COVID pandemic. 

“The pandemic has definitely brought about 

increased issues for behavioral health,” said 

Stephanie Nault, a health and well-being edu-

cator from the University of Wisconsin, who 

is working with Marinette County to promote 

healthy and responsible living through several 

local programs. 

“We have been seeing increases in drug over-
doses, suicides, cases of neglect, binge drinking 
in both adults and youth, depressive symptoms 
and mental health issues,” Nault told the com-
mittee. “These are just some of the trends.”

Nault explained that her office has been 
receiving calls from childcare providers and 

schools concerned about children, whose mental 

health and well-being is particularly vulnerable 

during this crisis. 

“Initially we responded to these requests by 

connecting community members with group 

programs which can help to provide needed 

resources. Recently, in response to all the calls 

we’ve received, we created a COVID resource link 

and guide which lists all the different resources 

available to the public,” she said. 

Nault’s office is also assisting the community 

through virtual events, public signage and sev-

eral other learning tools. 

Nault went on to talk about how several of these 

By ABBY KNIPFEL
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COVID and mental health struggles addressed

See HEALTH, A3
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““We will continue 

doing everything we 

can to prevent the 

spread of this virus.”

Gov. Tony Evers
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