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MARINETTE—Despite 
partial concealment by 
the COVID facemask, the 
beaming eyes revealed the 
young man’s smile.

“Sitting here today, we 
have the first graduate of 
the (Marinette County) 
Mental Health Court, Nich-
olas Thomson,” said Circuit 
Judge Jim Morrison, ges-
turing to the young man, 
Nick Thomson, seated 
at the table nearest the 
podium.

In April, Thomson 
became the first graduate 
of the Marinette County 
Mental Health Court, a lit-
tle over two years after he 
became the first partici-
pant in the then-fledgling 
program that now endeav-
ors to better serve the reha-
bilitation of individuals 
experiencing mental health 
issues.

“And I want to celebrate 
(Thomson) because it is 
tough to be the first,” Mor-
rison said, adding a light-
hearted analogy pointing 
out that when Thomson 
entered the program, those 
managing the court were, 
in many ways, still testing 
the waters on a new system. 
“I was the first child … and 
my father used to always say 
to me, don’t worry about it 

because we got it right by 
the third kid.”

Morrison resides over 
the county’s Mental Health 
Court as well as the lon-
ger-running Drug Court, 
and he represents a strong 
proponent for the need for 
a criminal justice system 
that better serves the pub-
lic and the convicted indi-
vidual when mental illness 
enters the picture (see Men-
tal health in criminal jus-
tice).

After a long effort from 
people like Morrison, 

County Jail Administrator 
Bob Majewski and several 
others who pushed hard to 
establish the Mental Health 
Court, it finally became 
reality in October of 2018.

SEEING THE NEED

Several years ago, prior 
to the program’s estab-
lishment, Majewski and 
other correction officials 
noticed that a number of 
jail inmates seemed to suf-
fer from mental issues that 
contributed to their crim-
inal activity. He said that 
once those individuals 

entered the jail system, 
the time it took to provide 
them the appropriate help 
lagged.

Majewski started work-
ing to expedite a better way 
to carry out the functions 
of the justice system when 
it came to mental illness. 
He began drawing atten-
tion to the issue and when 
Morrison and others took 
notice, the discussions that 
followed eventually lead 
to the program’s forma-
tion. Majewski explained 
that while some people 

in jail earned and deserve 
their punishment, others 
might have an addiction 
or a mental health issue 
that drives them to com-
mit crimes. Mental Health 
Court, Majewski explained, 
better serves that latter 
group, guiding them along 
the road to rehabilitation.

“There is a compas-
sion there (in the system),” 
Majewski said. “There is a 
place for all of that in the 
Justice system. “

By Thursday night, at 
Thomson’s graduation 

celebration, the program 
and those involved had 
planted a firm milestone of 
success.

“(Mental Health Court) 
was very hard effort to 
get started but the county 
stepped up to the plate and 
entirely funded it,” Morri-
son told the EagleHerald. 
“We spent about three years 
of trying (to implement the 
program) and about two 
years of doing, since. And 
it’s been very successful 
and we are learning as we 
go.”

One of the primary mis-
sions befalling the criminal 
justice system involves the 
rehabilitation of inmates 
and prisoners. Morrison 
pointed out that, in the vast 
majority of cases, prisoners 
eventually finish their sen-
tence and discharge back 
into society.

“It’s our responsibility to 
give them a chance to come 
out better than when than 
when they went in,” he said. 
“If we don’t then we are just 
shooting ourselves in the 
foot.”

Mental Health Court 
C o o r d i n a t o r  He i d i 
Blaszczyk, agreed. She 
explained the program 
focuses on the specific and 
acute needs of mentally ill 
inmates. It offers an oppor-
tunity for rehabilitation 
to someone who might be 
served better through men-
tal health treatment rather 
than a jail sentence.

“People that have a diag-
nosis and who don’t neces-
sarily belong in a jail; they 
need community support,” 
she said. “Initially, (the 

Court program turns graduates to life
Mental Health Court 
reveals the success 
from accountability, 

compassion.

EagleHerald/John Liesveld
During a celebratory gathering at the City of Marinette REC Center, Nicholas Thomson, left, looks on from among 
those gathered as Marinette County Circuit Judge Jim Morrison offers congratulations to Thomson for his success as 
the first graduate of the county’s Mental Health Program that serves as an example of the program’s positive social.
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By DAVID A. LIEB

Associated Press

Though still awaiting 
money from the latest fed-
eral coronavirus relief act, 
some governors and state 
lawmakers already are 
making plans to add the 
multibillion-dollar boon to 
their budgets.

Among their priorities: 
bailing out depleted unem-
ployment accounts, expand-
ing high-speed internet and 
providing additional aid to 
schools and businesses.

The $1.9 trillion pan-
demic relief law signed by 
President Joe Biden earlier 

this year contains $350 bil-
lion of flexible aid for state 
and local governments, 
plus billions of dollars 
more for specific programs 
such as housing assistance. 
Unlike earlier coronavirus 
aid, states have broad lee-
way to use the money to 
plug budget holes, invest 
in certain infrastructure or 
address the “negative eco-
nomic impacts” of the pan-
demic.

States are expected to 
receive an initial install-
ment soon, with a second 
round coming a year later.

“A billion dollars has just 
fallen from the sky, in some 
respects,” said Vermont 

Gov. Phil Scott, a Republi-
can. “It’s here, right in front 
of us. We have to invest it 
wisely.”

Like many governors, 
Scott hadn’t accounted for a 
new influx of federal money 
when he presented a budget 
plan earlier this year. Now 
he’s working with lawmak-
ers to add it to the state’s 
spending plan while still 
awaiting guidance from the 
U.S. Treasury Department 
on specific ways the money 
can—or can’t—be used.

Scott wants to put the 
money toward economic 
development, climate 

By ALAN SUDERMAN

Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va.—
Police Chief Will Cunning-
ham came to work four 
years ago to find that his 
six-officer department was 
the victim of a crime.

Hackers had taken 
advantage of a weak pass-
word to break in and encrypt 
the files of the department 
in Roxana, a small town in 
Illinois near St. Louis, and 
were demanding $6,000 of 
bitcoin.

“I was shocked, I was 
surprised, frustrated,” 

Cunningham said.
Police departments 

big and small have been 
plagued for years by for-
eign hackers breaking into 
networks and causing vary-
ing level of mischief, from 
disabling email systems 
to more serious problems 
with 911 centers temporar-
ily knocked offline. In some 
cases important case files 
have gone missing.

But things have taken a 
dark turn recently. Crim-
inal hackers are increas-
ingly using brazen meth-
ods to increase pressure on 
law enforcement agencies 
to pay ransoms, including 

leaking or threatening to 
leak highly sensitive and 
potentially life-threatening 
information.

The threat of ransom-
ware has risen to a level 
that’s impossible to ignore, 
with hardly a day going by 
without news of a hospi-
tal, private business or gov-
ernment agency being vic-
timized. On Saturday, the 
operator of a major pipe-
line system that transports 
fuel across the East Coast 
said it had been victimized 
by a ransomware attack 
and had halted all pipeline 
operations to deal with the 
threat.

The increasingly defiant 
attacks on law enforcement 
agencies underscore how 
little ransomware gangs 
fear repercussions.

In Washington, D.C., 
a Russian-speaking ran-
somware syndicate called 
Babuk hacked into the net-
work of the city’s police 
department and threat-
ened to leak the identities 
of confidential informants 
unless an unspecified ran-
som was paid.

A day after the initial 
threat was posted in late 
April, the gang tried to spur 
payment by leaking per-
sonal information of some 

police officers taken from 
background checks, includ-
ing details of officers’ past 
drug use, finances and—
in at least one incident—of 
past sexual abuse.

Similar threats were 
made recently against a 
small police force in Maine. 
The police department in 
Dade City, a small town in 
Florida, currently has many 
of its files posted on the 
dark web by the ransom-
ware gang Avaddon after 
the city decided not to pay 
the $450,000 worth of bit-
coin that was demanded. 

Some states plan big spending with aid

The Associated Press
In this Jan. 7, 2021 file photo, Republican Gov. Phil Scott 
wears a mask as he takes the Oath of Office on the steps 
of the Vermont Statehouse in Montpelier, Vt., beginning 
his third two-year term. 
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Hackers get more aggressive against police

See HACKERS, A3


