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ORANGE, Calif. —The U.S. has 

topped 4,000 daily deaths from 

the coronavirus for the fi rst time, 

breaking a record set just one 

day earlier, with the surge being 

driven in several Sun Belt states 

that experienced spikes over the 

summer.

The tally from Johns Hopkins 

University shows the U.S. had 

4,085 deaths Thursday. The U.S. 

had nearly 275,000 new coronavi-

rus cases on the same day.

The numbers are another 

reminder of the worsening situa-

tion following travel for holidays 

and family gatherings, along with 

more time indoors during the win-

ter months.

Cases and deaths are soaring 

in California, Arizona, Texas and 

Florida. Those four states had a 

combined nearly 1,500 deaths 

and 80,000 cases on Thursday—

fi gures that were comparable to 

nationwide totals in October.

Many hospitals in Los Angeles 

and other hard-hit areas are strug-

gling to keep up and warned they 

may need to ration care as inten-

sive care beds dwindle. Many 

nurses already stretched thin are 

now caring for more patients than 

typically allowed under state law 

after the state began issuing waiv-

ers that allow hospitals to tempo-

rarily bypass a strict nurse-to-pa-

tient ratio law.

The biggest fear is that hospi-

tals will be tipped into rationing 

care in a few weeks when people 

who ignored social distancing 

rules to gather with friends and 

relatives for Christmas and New 

Year’s Eve start showing up for 

medical care.

In Los Angeles County at the 

Henry Mayo New Hall in Valen-

cia, nurse Nerissa Black says her 

hospital is overwhelmed with 

patients, comparing the situation 

to New York at the beginning of 

the pandemic.

She has worked there for seven 

years and staffs the telemetry unit 

where she is assigned six patients. 

She essentially can spend 10 min-

utes with each of them per hour, 

which includes the time it takes 

for her to change her personal pro-

tective equipment and document 

and coordinate their care.

“It’s very hard to decide which 

one should I go see first: the 

patient who has chest pain or 

the patient whose oxygen level is 

dropping,” she said, speaking on 

a day when she where she wasn’t 

working after getting the second 

shot of the Pfi zer vaccine.

At St. Joseph Hospital south of 

Los Angeles, nurses in the COVID-

19 ward describe being over-

whelmed as the death toll mounts.

“Just today we had two deaths 

on this unit. And that’s pretty 

much the norm,” said Caroline 

Brandenburger. “I usually see one 

to two every shift. Super sad.”

“They fi ght every day, and they 

struggle to breathe every day even 

with tons of oxygen. And then you 

just see them die,” Brandenburger 

said. “They just die.”

The outbreak has taken 

another turn for the worse in Ari-

zona, with the state now lead-

ing the nation with the highest 

COVID-19 diagnosis rate over the 

past week. From Dec. 30 to Jan. 6, 

one in every 115 people was diag-

nosed with the virus.

More than 132,000 people 

nationwide are hospitalized with 

the virus.

For most people, the virus 

causes mild or moderate symp-

toms for up to three weeks, 

although older adults and people 

with existing health problems can 

face severe illness and death. The 

vast majority of people recover.

U.S. tops 4,000 daily deaths from coronavirus
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A boy is aided in taking a COVID-19 test on the Martin Luther King Jr. Medical Campus, Thursday in Los 
Angeles.

Number beats previous record set Thursday
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LANSING, Mich. —A top 
federal prosecutor in Michi-
gan on Thursday urged peo-
ple to give tips to the FBI 
if they are aware of people 
who joined a violent mob 
that stormed the U.S. Capi-
tol in an attempt to overturn 
the presidential election.

U.S. Attorney Matthew 
Schneider, whose jurisdic-
tion covers a 34-county 
area including metropoli-
tan Detroit, said investiga-
tors will review video foot-
age and other evidence. 
Six Michigan men ranging 
in age from 25 to 64 were 
arrested by D.C. police—
four for curfew violations, 
one for unlawful entry and 
violating the curfew, and 
one on gun charges.

Those types of crimes 
will be prosecuted by the 
U.S. attorney for Washing-
ton, D.C., Schneider said. 
But more serious charges—
destruction of property over 
$1,000, inciting a riot, civil 
disorder, sedition, using 
a destructive device like a 
pipe bomb—could poten-
tially be handled in Michi-
gan, he said, if there are con-
nections to the state.

“It looks like the acts took 
place in Washington, D.C. 
But it’s under review right 
now—what’s the connection 
of the people in D.C. to the 
people in Michigan? That’s 
going to take time to fi gure 
out,” Schneider said. “I’m per-
sonally disgusted and horri-
fi ed by this. It’s just nauseat-
ing to me. It’s sick what peo-
ple did inside the Capitol.”

D.C. police said Thursday 

that 68 people were arrested, 

while Capitol police said 

14 were arrested, most for 

unlawful entry. More than 

50 Capitol and D.C. police 

were injured, including sev-

eral who were hospitalized.

“If you’re aware of peo-

ple who might have trav-

eled from Michigan to go 

to Washington, D.C., to com-

mit acts of violence, then 

that could potentially be a 

federal crime,” Schneider 

said. “There’s a big differ-

ence here between peace-

ful protests and acts of vio-

lence. ... Just because peo-

ple traveled to Washington, 

D.C., doesn’t necessarily 

make them criminals.”

Meshawn Maddock, who 

is expected to be elected the 

next co-chair of the state 

Republican Party, told a 

crowd in the nation’s capital 

on Tuesday—a day before 

the violence—that at least 

19 busloads of supporters 

of President Donald Trump 

were traveling there from 

Michigan. Her husband, 

state Rep. Matt Maddock, 

also spoke and was among 

GOP state lawmakers who 

unsuccessfully asked Vice 

President Mike Pence to 

delay confi rmation of Dem-

ocrat Joe Biden’s win.

Meshawn Maddock told 

The Associated Press that 

neither she nor her hus-

band went to the Capitol 

on Wednesday. They had 

tried to get into a Trump 

rally near the White House 

but arrived late and it was 

too crowded, she said. So 

they returned to their hotel 

room, later watching the 

Capitol chaos on their TV.

At one point, she 

retweeted a video of march-
ers to the Capitol and 
called it “the most incred-
ible crowd and sea of peo-
ple I’ve ever walked with.” 
She said she was referring 
generally to people she had 
walked with earlier to The 
Ellipse park.

“I’m not backing down on 
why we were there,” she said. 
“We were there because I’m 
a grassroots leader and I’m 
standing up for the people 
who completely feel like they 
were robbed of this election. 
... We were not part of the Cap-
itol riot. We didn’t go to the 
Capitol. We didn’t storm the 
Capitol. We didn’t encourage 
anybody to storm the Capitol, 
and I don’t know any of the 
people that are involved with 
storming the Capitol.”

Trump told a morning 
crowd that he would go 
with protesters to the Cap-
itol, but he did not. Instead 
he sent them off with incen-
diary rhetoric.

Some Democratic legis-
lators said Matt Maddock 
should be censured, while 
the national Democratic 
Legislative Campaign Com-
mittee called for his resigna-
tion or removal from offi ce. 
Lynn Afendoulis, spokes-
woman for Republican 

House Speaker-elect Jason 
Wentworth, said he “hasn’t 
seen any action on Rep. Mad-
dock’s part that rises to the 
level of disciplinary action.”

Meshawn Maddock said 
what happened at the Cap-
itol “is horrifying to me, like 
everybody else.” Some GOP 
activists and a liberal group 
called for Ron Weiser, the 
unopposed candidate for 
party chair after Laura Cox 
announced this week she will 
not seek reelection, to replace 
her on the ticket before a Feb-
ruary convention.

Incoming House Dem-
ocratic Leader Donna 
Lasinski wrote a letter to 
Wentworth saying 18 House 
Republicans who wrote to 
Pence or earlier joined futile 
lawsuits challenging Biden’s 
victory—nearly a third of 
the caucus—should repudi-
ate their actions or face dis-
cipline, “up to and includ-
ing not seating them in 
the 101st Legislature with-
out disavowing their sup-
port of unproven conspir-
acy theories and actions, 
undermining our democ-
racy and encouraging the 
violent overthrow of our 
government.”

The new two-year ses-
sion begins next week.

Top federal prosecutor in Michigan 
seeks tips on Capitol mob
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Supporters of President Donald Trump rally at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday, in Washington.

“
“If you’re aware of people who might have 

traveled from Michigan to go to Washington, 

D.C., to commit acts of violence, then that could 

potentially be a federal crime.”

U.S. Attorney Mathew Schneider

LANSING, Mich. (AP) —Gov. Gretchen Whitmer will 

strongly encourage all K-12 schools in Michigan to reopen 

for in-person instruction by March 1 as the state starts 

offering the coronavirus vaccine to teachers, The Associ-

ated Press has learned.

Two education offi cials briefed on the governor’s planned 

announcement disclosed it to the AP. They spoke on the con-

dition of anonymity ahead of an afternoon news conference.

Many schools have been fully remote during the pan-

demic. The governor will not seek to require in-person 

classes—her unilateral emergency powers were curbed 

by a court ruling—but wants face-to-face instruction to 

at least be offered.

Whitmer recently lifted her administration’s ban on 

in-person learning in high schools after a surge in COVID-

19 cases waned. Her offi ce did not immediately respond to 

a request for comment on her announcement.

Under a 2020 law, Michigan schools that deem it safe to 

provide in-person classes during the virus outbreak must 

prioritize the option for K-5 students.

Whitmer wants Michigan 
schools opened by March 1
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WASHINGTON —Pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden will 
release most available 
COVID-19 vaccine doses to 
speed delivery to more peo-
ple, a reversal of the Trump 
administration policy, his 
offi ce said Friday.

“The president-elect 
believes we must accelerate 
distribution of the vaccine 
while continuing to ensure 
the Americans who need it 
most get it as soon as possi-
ble,” spokesman T.J. Ducklo 
said in a statement. Biden 
“supports releasing avail-
able doses immediately, 
and believes the govern-
ment should stop holding 
back vaccine supply so we 
can get more shots in Amer-
icans’ arms now.”

Under the Trump admin-
istration’s approach, the 
government has been hold-
ing back a supply of vac-
cines to guarantee that peo-
ple can get a second shot, 
which provides maximum 
protection against COVID-
19. Both the Pfi zer-BioN-
Tech and Moderna vac-
cines require a second shot 
about three weeks after the 
fi rst vaccination. One-shot 
vaccines are still undergo-
ing testing.

After a glow of hope 
when the fi rst vaccines were 
approved last month, the 
nation’s inoculation cam-
paign has gotten off to a 
slow start. Of 29.4 million 
doses distributed, about 5.9 
million have been adminis-
tered, or 27%, according to 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

Biden has already indi-
cated his displeasure. In 
a speech last week, before 
his election victory was 
certifi ed by Congress, the 
president-elect said he 
intends to speed up vaccina-
tions by having the federal 

government take a stronger 
role to make sure that vac-
cines are not only available, 
but that shots are going into 
the arms of more Ameri-
cans.

“The Trump administra-
tion plan to distribute vac-
cines is falling behind—far 
behind,” Biden said. “If it 
continues to move as it is 
now, it’s going to take years, 
not months, to vaccinate the 
American people.”

The American Hospital 
Association estimates that 
the nation would need to 
vaccinate 1.8 million peo-
ple a day, every day, from 
Jan. 1 to May 31, to reach 
the goal of having wide-
spread immunity by the 
summer. That’s also called 
“herd immunity” and would 
involve vaccinating at least 
75% of the population.

Without spelling out 
details, Biden said his 
administration will put in 
place a much more aggres-
sive vaccination campaign, 
with greater federal involve-
ment and leadership, and 
the goal of administering 
100 million shots in the fi rst 
100 days.

He said he and Vice-pres-
ident elect Kamala Har-
ris have been talking with 
state and local leaders about 
a coordinated approach 
that meshes the efforts of 
governments at all levels. 
Among the specifi cs: open-
ing up vaccination centers 
and sending mobile vaccine 
units to hard-to-reach com-
munities.

“The top thing is that 
there’s not a coordinated 
national plan,” Biden 
adviser Dr. Rick Bright told 
The Associated Press.

Ducklo said Biden will 
share additional details next 
week on how his adminis-
tration will engage the pan-
demic when he takes offi ce 
on Jan. 20.

Biden’s plan to change 
the vaccine distribution 
plan was fi rst reported by 
CNN.

Biden to speed 
vaccine release


