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100 YEARS AGO: The Emil Rasor murder 
trial was resumed this morning with the sum-
mons by the state of Mrs. Ray LeFevre of East 
Marinette, one of the two women who saw the 
struggle between Rasor and Miller, preced-
ing Miller’s death. Drs. Birds, Redelings and 
Nadeau the three physicians who performed 
the Post Mortem examination of Miller follow-
ing his death were the first three witnesses 
called by the state. The sum and substance of 
their testimony was that Douglas Miller died 
from heart failure following strangulation. They 
testified that the Hyiod bone, the bone known 
as the Adam’s Apple, was broken. Andrew 
Anderson and Charles Sturdy, watchmen at 
the Sawyer Goodman plant were the next wit-
nesses. They testified that they advised Rasor 
of a man in the Sawyer Goodman garage 
where the altercation took place. 
50 YEARS AGO: Marinette and Menominee 

authorities are looking for a suspect in connec-
tion with the stabbing of a Menominee County 
Youth Friday night at a Marinette County tav-
ern. Victim of the stabbing was Gerald. R. 
Hanson, 18, of route 1, Wallace. He was treat-
ed at St. Joseph-Lloyd Hospital in Menominee 
and released. City police at Menominee logged 
the report at 11:46 p.m., after they were noti-
fied by the physician who treated Hanson. 
Menominee Officers notified Marinette author-
ities and the investigation started. According 
to Menominee police, Hanson was stabbed at 
the Dew Drop Inn on Highway 180. They said 
they have information that there was a fight 
at the tavern in which four others allegedly 
were beating one person. Police reported that 
they were told by Hanson that he went to the 
aid of the victim of the alleged attack when a 
member of the foursome pulled a knife and 
stabbed him. 

25 YEARS AGO: A committee of parents, teach-
ers and school officials has been formed to revis-
it the school restructuring issued that caused so 
much debate last year. The site-based manage-
ment teams at the three elementary schools in 
the Menominee School District are in the pro-
cess of naming three representatives from each 
building to serve on the elementary restructuring 
subcommittee. The subcommittee is charged 
with the task of making a recommendation to 
the school district in ways to deal with declining 
test scores, projected enrollment decreases and 
to make elementary schools operate more effi-
ciently. “You come up with any recommendations 
in which we can address these issues,” said 
Superintendent Randy Neelis of the subcom-
mittee’s mission. The recommendation could 
include moving ahead with school restructuring.
10 YEARS AGO: A dream, a plan and $3 million 
dollars can change quite a bit. Ric Sanderson, 

a developer from Norway, Mich. is embarking 

on his dream to turn the empty lot between 

Murray’s Pub and the Pirate’s Cove into a sev-

en-story condo unit called the Marina Village 

Condominiums. “I’ve been wanting to do this 

for a number of years,” said Sanderson The lot 

at 721 1st St. used to be the site of the Wilcox 

Building. Years of neglect and failed attempts 

at renovation finally forced the city to have the 

building razed. “That was a real good move 

because it was the biggest eyesore in town — 

plus it was dangerous, dropping bricks down 

onto the sidewalk.” Sanderson purchased the 

property and began making plans. What he 

came up with is a seven-story complex. The 

ground level would be reserved for a commer-

cial use while the floors above would be per-

sonal living areas, each floor its own separate 

condominium.
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Trio of doom
Pete Bruette walks with Spot (left) and Biggie as his stepdaughter Alexa Herwald, 11, walks with Oreo at 
Great Lakes Memorial Marina Tuesday in Menominee.

PESHTIGO —  The City 
of Peshtigo voted Tuesday 
to continue with its plan to 
host trick-or-treating this 
Halloween.

City Attorney David 
Spangenberg read a letter at 
the Common Council meet-
ing from Mayor Cathi Malke 
urging the council to cancel 
trick-or-treating this year. 
Malke said having contract-
ed COVID-19 herself, she 
wants the city to do every-
thing in its power to prevent 
it from spreading further 
and to protect the residents 
of the City of Peshtigo from 
the virus.

Malke was not present 
at the meeting, as she has 
been away from her office 
recovering from COVID-19.

Despite the mayor’s 
request, several alderper-
sons said the responsibility 
to take precautions against 
COVID-19 and remain safe 
is with the residents of 
Peshtigo, not the city.

Alderperson Archer 
Leupp said the City of 
Peshtigo should leave the 
decision to host trick-or-
treating, or not, up to indi-

vidual residents. Anyone 
who does not wish to par-
ticipate can simply not turn 
on their porch light, he said.

“We can encourage wear-
ing masks and using hand 
sanitizers but ultimately it’s 
the residents’ responsibili-
ty to make this decision,” 
Alderperson John Berendt 
said.

However, Spangenberg 
suggested that if schools 
closed before Oct. 31, then 
the city council can recon-
sider its decision.

Alderperson Bridget 
Schmidtt agreed with 
Spangenberg and said, if 
needed, she would be will-
ing to reconvene in a spe-
cial meeting at a later date 
to address changes in the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Alderperson Richard Berth 
III said even if the Peshtigo 
School District did close 
schools because of an out-
break of the virus, it doesn’t 
necessarily need to affect the 
city’s trick-or-treating.

“If they close schools, it’s 
likely because the teach-
ers are getting COVID-19, 
not the students,” he said. 
“They’re closing the school 
because there aren’t enough 
teachers.”

He argued that even in the 

case of a school shut down or 
closure, Halloween trick-or-
treating should not be can-
celed because the teachers 
would not be involved and 
the responsibility to not par-
ticipate if you’re sick still lies 
with residents.

One difference between 
trick-or-treating and other 
events that have been can-
celed in 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak is the 
fact that trick-or-treating is 
conducted outside. Luepp 
said most guidelines advise 
against being in large 
groups indoors, but trick-
or-treaters will be outside, 
in small groups.

“They won’t be cou-
pled up inside, they will be 
outside with fresh air,” he 
added.

The CDC provides guide-
lines on how municipalities 
and households can safely 
host trick-or-treating during 
the pandemic, and Director 
of Public Works George 
Cowell spoke up at the meet-
ing to stress the importance 
of these guidelines.

He asked that the city 
council members look into 
these guidelines and utilize 
them to the best of their 
ability.
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Peshtigo will hold 
trick-or-treating

MADISON, Wis. — 
State Rep. John Nygren, 
R-Marinette, received the 
Friend of Grocers Award this 
week from the Wisconsin 
Grocers Association. The 
award was presented at 
Jack’s Fresh Market in 
Marinette.

The Friend of the 
Grocers award is given to 
legislators who score high-
ly on the WGA’s Legislative 
Report Card — an exten-
sive study of all legislators’ 
performance in the 2019-20 
Legislative session.

Lawmakers are graded 
according to their actions 
on certain issues that are 
especially important to the 
grocery industry, including: 

alcohol pick-
up and deliv-
ery, personal 
property tax 
repeal and 
several other 
key business 
issues.

“ R e p . 
N y g r e n 

has now 
received five Friend of 
Grocers Awards,” said WGA 
Executive Vice President 
Michelle Kussow. “This is a 
testament to his solid sup-
port of grocers and other 
small businesses in his 
district and throughout the 
State of Wisconsin.”

The award was present-
ed to Nygren by Kussow 
and Jeff Ziminski, owner 
of Jacks Fresh Market, 
which has two locations 
in Marinette and one in 
Menominee.

Nygren garners 
another Friend of 
Grocers Award

■ Marinette 
lawmaker has won 

the award 5 times

Nygren

MADISON, Wis. — From the 
moment he announced his college 
choice, Graham Mertz has received 
more attention than the typical 
Wisconsin quarterback.

Mertz is about to get his chance to 
show he’s worthy of all the acclaim 
that accompanied his arrival on 
campus last year. Now that foot 
surgery has sidelined returning 
starter Jack Coan indefinitely, 
Mertz is likely to open the season 
as the 16th-ranked Badgers’ first-
team quarterback.

“Right now I’m very confident in 
my ability to win games,” Mertz said 
Thursday. “Practice has been going 
great in that sense. I feel like we’re 
ready to go. I’m excited for it.”

Mertz, a 6-foot-3 redshirt fresh-
man, is competing with sophomore 
Chase Wolf and junior Danny Vanden 
Boom but appears on track to start 
Wisconsin’s season opener Oct. 24 
against Illinois if Coan is unavailable. 
Coan hurt his right foot while drop-
ping back in practice last Saturday.

“That’s kind of the path we’re on 
right now,” quarterbacks coach Jon 
Budmayr said. “Jack was obviously 
taking all the snaps with the ones. 
When he went down, now Graham’s 
taking those snaps. For Graham, he’s 
got to keep improving each day and 
maximize this opportunity he has, 
but I would see that being the case.”

Mertz was rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 pro-style quarterback and No. 
65 overall prospect in his high school 
class according to composite rank-
ings of recruiting sites compiled by 
247Sports.

“We had everybody from Jim 
Harbaugh to Ryan Day in this office, 
and anybody and everybody you 
can think of in between recruiting 
him at that time,” said Andy Sims, 
who coached Mertz at Blue Valley 
North High School in Overland Park, 
Kansas.

Wisconsin fans aren’t accustomed 
to seeing blue-chip recruits with the 
ball in their hands.

Mertz became Wisconsin’s first top-
100 247Sports Composite signee who 
didn’t play on the offensive line since 
2007, when the Badgers landed run-
ning back John Clay out of Park High 
School in Racine, Wisconsin.

“The biggest thing to me in the 
recruiting process is everybody says 

find a place that’s like home,” Mertz 
said. “I feel like this is a place where it 
was home for me, and I felt like I could 
win a bunch of games here.”

Mertz redshirted last season but 
went 9 of 10 for 73 yards while playing 
in blowouts of Central Michigan and 
Kent State.

Teammates say Mertz spent the off-
season improving his mental approach 
to the game so that it caught up to his 
considerable physical strengths.

“He came in very physically gift-
ed,” Vanden Boom said. “He throws 
the ball really well. He’s got good feet. 
I think all of those things are just 
drilled into him. It kind of comes nat-
urally. He’s been working on that stuff 
for his whole life. He’s a very natural 
thrower of the football. But I think 
Graham’s biggest strides have come 
mentally. He definitely understands 
what we’re trying to do.”

Mertz will face a challenge as a 
redshirt freshman trying to lead an 
offense with plenty of upperclassmen. 
Perhaps his high school experience 
will help: Sims noted that Mertz trans-
ferred into Blue Valley North after his 
sophomore year. He immediately set 
such an example that before his junior 
season he was named one of four cap-
tains on a team with 35 seniors.

Mertz led Blue Valley North to a 
state title as a junior and a runner-up 
finish his senior year, when he set a 
state record by throwing 51 touch-
down passes.

“His leadership skills are tremen-
dous,” Sims said. “He’s able to rally 
teams around himself. He has that 
type of personality. He’s very much a 
lead-by-example guy, and your right 
guard loves that about their quarter-
back.”

Mertz could have a tough time 
matching Coan’s efficiency.

Coan threw 18 touchdown passes 
and only five interceptions last season 
while ranking 19th among all Football 
Bowl Subdivision players in passer 
rating. Coan helped Wisconsin (10-4) 
win the Big Ten West Division title and 
reach the Rose Bowl.

“Jack is a fantastic decision maker,” 
Mertz said. “He knows every coverage, 
where he’s going with the ball. That’s 
one area where, last season I needed 
to work on that. Seeing him play and 
in the film room, that’s one area where 
he helped me a ton and continues to 
help me.”

That example shows how much 
Coan is making his mark on this pro-
gram, whether he’s taking the snaps 
while healthy or helping out Mertz 
while recovering from surgery.

“That’s who Jack is,” Budmayr said. 
“He’s an unbelievable leader. He’s an 
unbelievable presence for our team. 
He’s going to attack and approach this 
recovery better than anybody. He’ll be 
back stronger for it.”

By STEVE MEGARGEE
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Mertz gets shot for Badgers
■ Coan’s injury provides 
an opportunity at the 

quarterback position

The Associated Press

In this Sept. 7, 2019, file photo, Wisconsin’s Graham Mertz throws during the 

second half of an NCAA college football game against Central Michigan in 

Madison, Wis. Mertz is about to get his chance to show he’s worthy of all the 

acclaim that accompanied his arrival on campus last year. Now that foot surgery 

has sidelined returning starter Jack Coan indefinitely, Mertz is likely to open the 

season as the 16th-ranked Badgers’ first-team quarterback.

LANSING, Mich. (AP) 
— Michigan is tied for 
the nation’s seventh-best 
self-response rate to the 
2020 census after a $16 
million education cam-
paign, but officials fear 
that some communities will 
be undercounted and lose 
money tied to the once-a-
decade effort.

Leaders of Michigan’s 
“Be Counted” campaign 
spoke this week about the 

challenges and successes 
of completing the census, 
which impacts federal fund-
ing for schools, road repairs 
and other public programs.

Vulnerable populations, 
including minorities, people 
with poor internet access 
and immigrants, are at risk 
of not being counted, offi-
cials said, which is why the 
state partnered with non-
profits groups to reach more 
communities.

Michigan census 
response among best


