
Nursing training right in Marinette

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Sarah Pet-
tit has wanted to be a nurse 
since she was 5 years old. This 
May, she will receive her Asso-
ciates Degree in Nursing from 
UW-Green Bay Marinette Cam-
pus and has secured an extern-
ship with Aurora Medical Cen-
ter—Bay Area. While many 
choose to leave the Marinette 
area to seek success, Pettit was 
able to go through school and 
enter her dream career from 
within the community that saw 
her grow up.

Pettit went to UWGB Mari-
nette Campus for two years 
after high school to earn her 
associates degree, and also as a 
way to save some money. “It was 
a lot cheaper route than going 
to a four-year college right off 
the bat,” she said.

She did transfer to Cardi-
nal Stritch University in Mil-
waukee briefly, but decided 
to come back after spending 
a semester there. “I realized I 
would be over $100,000 in debt 
and just couldn’t see doing that 
for a nursing degree,” she said.

When she returned, Pet-
tit came back to UWGB Mari-
nette Campus for a year to 
work on earning her prerequi-
sites for the nursing program 
at Marinette’s other higher 
education institution, North-
east Wisconsin Technical Col-
lege (NWTC) Marinette Cam-
pus. Throughout that time, 
she played basketball and vol-
leyball for UWGB, and also 

acted as a student ambassador 

“I was able to transfer right 

away to NWTC, and all of my 

credits transferred, which was 

great because I didn’t need to 

take extra classes. All-in-all it 

worked out really well, and it 

saved a lot of hassle with stu-

dent loans, which I’m not going 

to have because I went through 

the two schools,” she said.

“Because I wasn’t in the 

actual nursing program at 

UW-Marinette, it was kind of 

nice because I was able to pick 

classes that I was interested in. 

It gave me a base of learning 

how to juggle college classes 

and also being able to explore 

areas that I was interested in. 

That was different from NWTC; 

all the classes I’ve taken there 

thus far are straight nursing 

classes,” Pettit said.

When COVID-19 hit the U.S., 

Pettit realized that more nurses 

are needed to combat the virus 

and other illnesses like it in 

the future, which cemented 

her desire to become a nurse. 

“When I’ve seen and talked to 

the nurses at the hospital and 

seen how overworked they 

are; it’s not like you can just 

call in sick and we’ll just be 

short that day. You always need 

nurses, and the fact that they’ve 

worked so much extra, it shows 

that when a pandemic like this 

happens, they can’t work from 

home. They’re the ones out 

there at all times, and I had a 

lot more respect when I was lis-

tening to the nurses,” she said.

In her time at UWGB-Mari-

nette Campus, Pettit said she 

had Jennifer Flatt, a former 

instructor at the college who 

recently became the new dean 

at NWTC, as an instructor. Flatt 

said the two of them came from 

UWGB-Marinette to NWTC at 

roughly the same time, which 

she said was particularly good 

for her transition into her new 

role. “I left the same time she 

did, and came to NWTC about 

three months before she did, 

and I remember seeing her in 

the hallways and just being so 

happy. You’re always happy to 

see former students, and there 

are some who when you see 

them you think, ‘Oh, yay! I get 

Special to EagleHerald/Jennifer Flatt
Sarah Pettit practices checking a pulse as a part of her training to become 
a nurse at NWTC in Marinette. Petitt, of Marinette, also trained at UW-Green 
Bay Marinette Campus. The two colleges are working together on a program 
that allows students to obtain their bachelor’s degree without leaving Mari-
nette - similar to what Petitt accomplished.

Local woman takes advantage of the opportunity provided 

by UW-Green Bay Marinette Campus and NWTC

“
“They’re the ones out there at all times, and I had a 

lot more respect when I was listening to the nurs-

es.”

Sarah Petitt
Marinette resident and future nurse

Man drowns in 
High Falls Flowage
MARINETTE—Mari-

nette County Dispatch 

received calls at 8 p.m. Mon-

day about a truck that had 

gone off a private bridge near 

boat landing at No. 6 Road 

and the Pine Acres Resort 

on High Falls Flowage in the 

Town of Stephenson.

Emergency respond-

ers from Twin Bridge Res-

cue Squad and Town of Ste-

phenson Fire Department 

ice rescue team responded 

along with the Marinette 

County Sheriff ’s Office.

Rescuers were able to 

remove an adult man who 

was submerged in the water 

and preformed resusci-

tation efforts that were 

unsuccessful. The Mari-

nette County medical exam-

iner responded to the scene 

and the victim was identi-

fied as Floyd R. Kriescher, 

67, De Pere.

Investigation showed the 

truck had made attempts to 

get up onto shore and even-

tually onto a narrow private 

bridge which it went off of 

and into the water.

This investigation is con-

tinuing by the sheriff ’s office 

and medical examiner.

Woman dies in crash
TOWN OF WAUSAU-

KEE—A crashed pickup 

truck was discovered Sun-

day morning off U.S. 141, 

near Kaiko Road in the 

Town of Wausaukee. The 

driver was pronounced 

dead at the scene.

An investigation by the 

Marinette County Sheriff ’s 

Office revealed that some-

time either Saturday night 

or early Sunday morning, 

the vehicle went off the road 

to the west, struck a drive-

way embankment and then 

traveled a distance before 

hitting a stump and a tree. 

The wreckage was cold, 

indicating the incident hap-

pened much earlier.

A deceased woman was 

found within the wreckage. 

She was later identified as 

Hope Tyler, 52, Menominee.

The cause and factors that 

led to the crash are still under 

investigation by the Mari-

nette County Sheriff’s Office 

and medical examiner.

The sheriff ’s office was 

assisted by the Wisconsin 

DNR Wardens, Wausau-

kee Fire Department and 

Wausaukee Rescue Squad.

This is Marinette Coun-

ty’s first traffic fatality of 

2021.

House races to oust Trump
WASHINGTON (AP) —The U.S. House 

pressed forward Tuesday toward impeach-

ing President Donald Trump for the deadly 

Capitol attack, taking time only to try to 

persuade his vice president to push him out 

first. Trump showed no remorse, blaming 

impeachment itself for the “tremendous 

anger” in America.

Already scheduled to leave office next 

week, Trump is on the verge of becoming 

the only president in history to be twice 

impeached. His incendiary rhetoric at a 

rally ahead of the Capitol uprising is now 

in the impeachment charge against him, 

even as the falsehoods he spread about elec-

tion fraud are still being championed by 

some Republicans.

Three Republicans, however, includ-

ing third-ranking House GOP leader Liz 

Cheney of Wyoming, announced they 

would vote to impeach Trump, cleaving 

the party’s leadership.

“The President of the United States sum-

moned this mob, assembled the mob, and 

lit the flame of this attack,” said Cheney in a 

statement. “There has never been a greater 

betrayal by a President of the United States 

of his office and his oath to the Constitu-

tion.”

Reps. John Katko of New York, a former 

federal prosecutor, and Adam Kinzinger of 

Illinois, an Iraq War veteran, said they too 

would vote to impeach.

During a House rules debate, Dem-

ocratic Rep. Jamie Raskin of Maryland 

pleaded for a change of heart by other 

Republicans. “All of us have to do some soul 

searching,” he said.

As lawmakers reconvened at the Cap-

itol for the first time since the bloody 

Rodgers will 
guest host 
‘Jeopardy!’
GREEN BAY (AP) —

Green Bay Packers quarter-

back Aaron Rodgers says he 

will be a guest host on “Jeop-

ardy!” during the offseason.

The show is currently 

using a series of interim 

hosts to replace Alex Tre-

bek, who died of cancer on 

Nov. 8. That process began 

when record-holding con-

testant Ken Jennings made 

his debut on an episode that 

aired Monday.

Rodgers was a win-

ning “Celebrity Jeopardy!” 

contestant in 2015. The All-

Pro quarterback and two-

time MVP is currently pre-

paring to lead the Pack-

ers (13-3) into their NFC 

divisional playoff game 

Saturday with the Los Ange-
les Rams (11-6).

“The show has been so 
special to me over the years,” 
Rodgers said Tuesday. “It’s 

The Associated Press
Green Bay Packers’ Aaron Rodgers, shown after a victory 
over Chicago, will be a guest host on “Jeopardy!” this off-
season.
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