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Leza and Steve Mottl of Townsend look over a pontoon boat from Power Sports of Abrams Satur-
day at The Fishing Boating Outdoor Show at the Community REC Center in Marinette. Leza said 
they were seriously interested in the boat. The event took place Friday through Sunday.

Buy me a boat

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The Down-
town Development Authority 
heard from Alan Higgins of the 
Michigan State Historic Preser-
vation Offi ce (SHPO) Wednes-
day about maintaining a level 
of historic preservation status 
for the City of Menominee.

Higgins works in coordina-
tion with the National Parks 
Service in a national program 
called the Certifi ed Local Gov-
ernment (CLG) program, which 
he said establishes partnerships 
between local governments 
and state preservation offi ces. 
“Through those partnerships, 
communities basically say, ‘We 
recognize that historic preserva-
tion is important to what we’re 
trying to do in our community.’ 
They make that commitment, 
and in exchange, our offi ce pro-
vides that community with spe-
cialized access to technical sup-
port, specialized training pro-
grams and exclusive grant fund-
ing opportunities,” he said.

Higgins said a community has 
to have a local historic district 
ordinance in place to be a part of 
the program, which Menominee 
does. They also need a historic 
district commission, and need 
to meet certain annual report-
ing requirements. “At the end of 

the day, it’s really about fi nding 
ways to leverage what we have at 
the SHPO to help the local com-
munity. We currently have 32 
communities, and Menominee 
has been in since 2006,” he said.

“A big part of historic pres-
ervation is knowing what you 
have,” he said, “so for exam-
ple, you know you have the 1st 
Street Historic District, which is 
national register listed as a his-
toric district. Over time, com-
munities may want to identify 
additional areas in their com-
munities that may be worthy of 
designation because of the ben-
efi ts. You may want to expand 
one of your districts, and we can 
offer support for that,” he said.

Higgins said building con-
sultations are offered for com-
munities in the CLG program. 
“A lot of times communities will 
have those white elephants that 
they don’t know what to do with; 

CLGs can make a request to our 
offi ce to have one of our histor-
ical architects come out and do 
a walk-through of the building 
with the community, DDA, prop-
erty owner or whoever to do an 
assessment of the condition and 
talk through what options may 
be available for rehab and things 
like tax credit and grant oppor-
tunities,” he said.

He said a lot of communities 
join the CLG program primar-
ily for the grant opportunities. 
Higgins said there are currently 
only two grants specifi cally for 
historic preservation, and one 
of them is a lighthouse preser-
vation program. The grant peri-
ods typically open in July, with 
a closing date of Oct. 1, and they 
are available to communities on 
a yearly basis. Beyond these, he 
said the National Parks Service 
makes other grants available to 
CLG communities.

DDA discusses 
historic preservation
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GREEN BAY, Wis. —A 
proposed new agreement 
between Green Bay and the 
Oneida Nation could signal 
a new path forward for the 
two governments and codify 
the city’s recognition of tribal 
sovereignty.

Key to that understand-
ing will be a willingness on 
the part of Green Bay offi -
cials to let go of revenue as 
the tribe continues moving 
its original reservation land 
into a federal trust, a way of 
preserving tribal ownership 
that makes the land exempt 
from city taxes.

Five years ago, city offi -
cials weren’t willing to do 
it. Instead, they let a coop-
erative, intergovernmental 
agreement with the Oneida 
lapse rather than give up the 
city’s ability to challenge the 
tribe’s movement of land into 
the trust.

But some city leaders 
are ready for change—one 
the Oneida say will help 
strengthen relations.

“The Oneida Nation is a 
sovereign nation, an indepen-
dent government, one that’s 
certainly on equal footing 
with the City of Green Bay,” 
Mayor Eric Genrich said.

The new intergovern-
mental agreement would 
reinstate annual payments 
from the Oneida Nation for 
city services and infrastruc-
ture improvements after 
nearly five years without 
one. In exchange, the city 
would agree not to oppose 
the tribe’s efforts to move 

land into federally-pro-
tected, tax-exempt trusts as 
it seeks to reclaim 75% of its 
original 65,000-acre reser-
vation by 2033.

About 14% of Green Bay 
lies within the reservation 
boundaries, along with parts 
of Ashwaubenon and nearly 
the entire village of Hobart.

The Oneida people were 
originally from New York, 
but the Nation was estab-
lished across the reserva-
tion in northeast Wisconsin 
through the Treaty of 1838 
signed by the Oneida and 
the U.S. government. A fed-
eral three-judge panel ruled 
last summer that the 1838 
treaty still stands and the res-
ervation’s original boundar-
ies remain.

Using mostly casino gam-
ing revenues, the Nation 
began aggressively buying 
back its land in the 1990s, 
eventually recovering about 
two-thirds of its original 
65,000 acres, The Green Bay 
Press-Gazette reported.

“That’s an effort to never 
lose the land again,” Barbara 
Webster, spokesperson for 
the Oneida Nation, said last 
summer. “As we recover the 
land, we don’t sell.”

She said reclaiming the 
land has been important to 
the success of the Oneida 
people and has helped to 
fund tribal services, such as 
health and education.

The tribe’s relationship 
with Green Bay is not nearly 
as contentious as its dealings 
with Hobart, where offi cials 
have spent almost $1 million 
on litigation challenging the 
tribe’s sovereignty. The vil-
lage has so far lost two court 
battles since it breached its 

service agreement with the 
Oneida in 2007.

But in 2015, talks between 
Green Bay and the Oneida 
Nation stalled after city offi -
cials argued they would lose 
millions of dollars in tax 
base if the tribe recovered 
land and placed it in trust. 
Hobart leaders even stepped 
in and urged the city to “fi ght 
land going into trust by tooth 
and nail and fang and kicking 
and screaming and any other 
manner.”

Oneida Nation Chair-
man Tehassi Hill makes a 
statement about the tribe’s 
appeals court victory on July 
30, 2020. The Nation dis-
puted the Village of Hobart’s 
requirement for a festival 
permit, saying it was a chal-
lenge to tribal sovereignty.

Under the draft agree-
ment, the tribe would make 
annual payments to the city 
through 2035 for road main-
tenance, storm and sewer 
work and other services. The 
schedule allows the Oneida 
Nation to pay less this year 
as they recover from the coro-
navirus pandemic and gam-
ing revenue losses.

Unlike the previous agree-
ment, the proposal further 

recognizes the tribe’s sover-
eignty by stipulating that its 
zoning and building codes 
apply to people and busi-
nesses on tribal land. It also 
details ways the governments 
can work together, such as 
sharing resources, support-
ing grant applications and 
coordinating environmental 
initiatives.

Several people currently 
on the City Council didn’t hold 
offi ce in 2016, so it’s unclear 
how the proposed agreement 
will go over when the council 
takes it up for the fi rst time 
on Wednesday, when much 
of the discussion will occur 
behind closed doors. Coun-
cil member Jesse Brunette, 
whose district overlaps with 
the Oneida reservation, said 
in a statement that the city 
and tribe have had a “positive 
and forward-facing relation-
ship” the past three years.

Brunette said he views the 
current drafts as a starting 
point for further negotiation 
and not the fi nal product. He 
also expressed concern about 
debating the agreement in 
closed session, saying it pre-
vents the public from under-
standing the views of their 
elected leaders.

City of Green Bay, Oneida Nation inch closer to deal

MADISON, Wis. (AP) —No COVID-19 deaths 

were reported Monday in Wisconsin, marking the 

fi rst time since early September that the state has 

had two such days in a row.

The last time Wisconsin went two or more days 

without a single reported death from the corona-

virus was the three-day stretch of Sept. 6 through 

Sept. 8.

The state’s seven-day average of new cases was 

at its lowest point since early July, but it increased 

marginally from Sunday. The seven-day average 

on Monday was 612, up from 610 the day before.

Nearly 560,000 Wisconsin residents have 

tested positive for COVID-19 and 6,284 have died 

of the disease since the pandemic started.

Wisconsin’s death count is the 23rd highest in 

the country overall and the 34th highest per cap-

ita, according to Johns Hopkins University. Over 

the past two weeks, the rolling average number 

of daily new cases has decreased by nearly 42%,

Wisconsin’s vaccination rate dropped from a 

high of seventh nationally last week to 15th as of 

Monday, according to Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention data. As of Monday, 14.9% of Wis-

consin’s population had received at least one dose, 

which was ahead of the national average of 13.3%.

Nearly 353,000 residents have received both 

doses of a COVID-19 vaccine, or about 6.1% of Wis-

consin’s population, the state health department 

said.

Wisconsin reports no 
COVID-19 deaths for 
second day in a row

By ALAN FRAM
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WASHINGTON —Democratic 
leaders have a potent dynamic on 
their side as Congress preps for its 
fi rst votes on the party’s $1.9 tril-
lion COVID-19 relief bill: Would any 
Democrat dare cast the vote that 
scuttles new President Joe Biden’s 
leadoff initiative?

Democrats’ wafer-thin 10-vote 
House majority leaves little room 
for defections in the face of solid 
Republican opposition, and they 
have none in a 50-50 Senate they 
control only with Vice President 
Kamala Harris’ tie-breaking vote. 
Internal Democratic disputes 
remain over issues like raising the 
minimum wage, how much aid 
to funnel to struggling state and 
local governments and whether to 
extend emergency unemployment 
benefi ts for an extra month.

Yet with the House Budget Com-
mittee planning to approve the 591-
page package Monday, Democrats 
across the party’s spectrum show 
little indication they’re willing to 
embarrass Biden with a high-profi le 
defeat a month into his presidency.

Such a setback would deal early 
blows to Biden, new Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., and 
California Democrat Nancy Pelosi 
in what could be her last term as 
House speaker. It could also wound 
congressional Democrats overall by 
risking repercussions in the 2022 
elections if they fail to unite effec-
tively against clear enemies like the 
pandemic and the frozen economy.

“You think very seriously before 
casting a deciding vote against your 
own party’s president’s legislative 
agenda,” said Ian Russell, a long-
time Democratic consultant. But 
he cautioned that lawmakers must 
decide “for themselves how their 
vote is going to play out” at home.

The issue that’s provoked the 
deepest divisions is a progres-
sive-led drive to boost the fed-
eral minimum wage to $15 hourly 
over fi ve years. The current $7.25 

minimum took effect in 2009.
An overall relief bill, includ-

ing the minimum wage boost, is 
expected to clear the House, and 
likely the Senate as well. But the 
minimum wage boost’s fate is shak-
ier in the Senate, where Joe Man-
chin of West Virginia, perhaps the 
chamber’s most conservative Dem-
ocrat, has said the $15 target is too 
expensive.

Even more ominously, the Sen-
ate parliamentarian is expected to 
rule soon on whether the minimum 
wage provision must be tossed from 
the bill.

Committee Chairman Ber-
nie Sanders, I-Vt., his chamber’s 
chief minimum wage sponsor, said 
Democrats must “act boldly” and 
approve a package with the mini-
mum wage increase. He answered 
indirectly when asked if he’d be will-
ing to compromise to keep the plan 
in the overall bill.

“Every Democrat understands 
that at this moment in history, this 
unprecedented moment of pain and 
suffering for working families, it is 
absolutely imperative we support 
the president, that we do what the 
American people want and we pass 
that package,” he said in an inter-
view.

Republicans say the proposal is 
overpriced, not targeted to people 
who most need help, insuffi ciently 
prods schools to reopen and is a 
partisan Democratic power play to 
ignore the GOP.

The House Budget Committee 
debated the relief plan Monday.

Rep. John Yarmuth, the commit-
tee’s Democratic chairman, said it’s 
urgent to pass the measure because 
the novel coronavirus is evolving 
and health offi cials are bracing for 
a new wave of infections.

The bill would provide one-
time $1,400 payments to millions 
of low- and middle-income people, 
increase child tax credits that could 
be paid in advance and monthly and 
provide extra $400 weekly federal 
unemployment benefi ts through 
August. It would also provide hun-
dreds of billions of dollars for state 
and local governments, shuttered 
schools, COVID-19 vaccines and 
testing and struggling airlines, 
restaurants and other businesses.

Would Democrats
sink Biden goal?

The Associated Press
In this Feb. 12 photo Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
returns to the chamber as the defense fi nishes arguments in the impeach-
ment trial of former President Donald Trump, in Washington.

■ COVID relief bill needs 
almost every Dem vote

SHPO representative spoke on Menominee’s historic district

“
“A big part of historic preservation is knowing what 

you have so for example, you know you have the 1st 

Street Historic District, which is national register 

listed as a historic district.”

Alan Higgins
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office

“
“The Oneida Nation is a sovereign nation, an 

independent government, one that’s certainly 

on equal footing with the City of Green Bay xx.”

Eric Genrich
Mayor of Green Bay, Wisconsin


