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Big plans for former Kmart

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—A Towne-
Place Suites by Marriott could 
take the place of the old Kmart 
in Menominee, which has stood 
empty since December 2017.

Keith Killen, the Menominee 
owner of the plaza where Kmart 
was an anchor, said the Kmart is 
“an obsolete use” building now.

“There isn’t a big box mar-
keter that’s going to come to 
Marinette Menominee,” he said. 
He hopes to sell the property 
to Veridea Group, a Marquette 
developer. “The big thing I’m 
excited about is the momentum 
of what this can create,” he said. 
“There’s an opportunity to do 
something here, but this is the 
first time someone has made an 
investment to meet the needs of 

the community.”

Bob Mahaney, president of 

the Veridea Group LLC, spoke at 

the Brownfield Redevelopment 

Authority meeting Wednesday 

at the First National Bank Build-

ing, where Menominee County 

Board members and Menominee 

City Council members heard his 

presentation for the TownePlace 

Suites.

The new building would 

include an extended stay hotel, 

aimed at business consultants for 

Fincantieri Marinette Marine or 

other businesses as well as fam-

ilies traveling to Menominee for 

sports, he said. The rooms are 

larger than at most hotels and 

offer more amenities.

The building also would 

include apartments and 

transitional housing, Mahaney 

said. It would be developed in 

phases with a $60 million invest-

ment for all phases, he told the 

EagleHerald after the meeting. 

“If the market supports it, we will 

build a second hotel,” he said.

The project is dependent 

on the Brownfield Authority’s 

approval. It would come with 

Tax Increment Financing, where 

the developer is reimbursed for 

the investment after taxes on the 

increased value are collected. Not 

all costs are reimbursed through 

the TIF. The initial investment 

is expected to be about $1.3 mil-

lion, according to information 

presented at the meeting.

Members of the Menominee 
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The old Kmart in Menominee is slated to become a TownePlace Suites by Marriott extended stay hotel if all goes according to a plan dis-
cussed Wednesday.

Marriott hotel 
eyed at location 
in Menominee
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Amara Deloughary gets candy from Jenny Knox, left, at the corner of Stephenson Street and Dunlap Avenue 
Thursday during Marinette’s downtown Trick or Treat.

Trick Or Treat!Pilot found dead 
after crash in the 

Suring area
TOWN OF MAPLE VAL-

LEY—A pilot, a 67-year-
old man from Grand Prai-
rie, Texas, was found dead 
Wednesday in the Sur-
ing area after a search for 
a descending plane where 
the pilot became unre-
sponsive, according to the 
Oconto County Sheriff ’s 
Office.

There were no other 
injuries or passengers.

The North American 
Aerospace Defense Com-
mand (NORAD) fighter air-
craft responded Wednes-
day evening to an incident 
involving an unresponsive, 
single-engine general avia-
tion aircraft over the State 
of Wisconsin.

At  approximately 
6:15 p.m., the Oconto 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
Emergency Dispatch Cen-
ter received a call in ref-
erence to an aircraft that 
appeared to be descending 
in the area of Kelly Lake in 
Oconto County. The United 
States Air Force and the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration advised they were 
in the process of tracking 
a fixed-wing single-engine 
beech plane that was dark 
in color on the bottom of 
the aircraft and light on 
the top.

The Emergency Dis-
patch Center was advised 
that the single occupant 
pilot was unresponsive. 
The pilots in the two jets 
escorting the plane said the 
plane flew too low and they 
lost visual contact.

NORAD advised the 
Oconto County Sheriff ’s 
Office Emergency Dis-
patch Center that the air-
craft impacted the ground 
near Hickory Corners, Wis-
consin, at approximately 
6:30 p.m. NORAD aircraft 
did not use any weapons 
or tactics during the event 
that led to the aircraft 
impacting the ground.

The aircraft was located 
in the 9000 block of Yatso 
Road in the Town of Maple 
Valley by pinging the cell-
phone of the pilot as well 
as calls from citizens.

NORAD monitored the 
aircraft throughout the 
event, conducting regu-
lar assessments of poten-
tial impact to citizens and 
critical infrastructure. 
NORAD employs a layered 
defense network of radars, 
satellites, and fighter air-
craft to identify aircraft 
and determine the appro-
priate response. NORAD 

DNR looking to ramp up biosolids investigation
By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) is looking to expand the inves-

tigation of potential per- and polyflu-

oroalkyl substance (PFAS) contami-

nation in biosolids spread on fields 

throughout Marinette and Oconto 

counties.

Biosolids are produced through 

a treatment process that separates 

liquids from solids in wastewater, 

according to the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency. The solids are fur-

ther treated to create nutrient-rich 

biosolids which are used as a fertil-

izer.

In June 2019, the City of Marinette 

notified the DNR of elevated PFAS 

levels in the wastewater at the city’s 

wastewater treatment plant. The fol-

lowing month, the DNR issued John-

son Controls, Inc. (JCI) a responsible 

party letter, identifying the former 

discharge of firefighting foams from 
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