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MARINETTE—A facelift, of 
sorts, churns the prospects of 
growth and aesthetics in areas 
along Main Street in the City of 
Marinette. And for the multitude 
of employees funneling through 
the narrow and traffic-brimmed 
corridor over their final four- 
or five-block slog through a wet 
spring day from a parked car to 
work, it also stirs the promise of 
convenience.

The facelift comes not at the tip 
of a scalpel, but at the broad iron 
teeth of an excavator’s bucket (i.e. 
shovel). It comes under the moni-
ker of infrastructure and with the 
close coordination between area 
businesses, industry and the city.

More specifically, with Fincan-
tieri Marinette Marine’s (FMM) 
more than $200 million capi-
tal expansion projects currently 

underway in Wisconsin, to help 

ready its Marinette shipyard for 

the fabrication of the U.S. Navy’s 

new line of advanced Con-

stellation class frigates, FMM 

expects to gradually ramp up its 

employee base by approximately 

1,000 workers to meet produc-

tion needs.

Those new bodies also bring 

the expectation of an increase 

in vehicles and pedestrian traf-

fic. Consequently, whether it be 

among city officials, business 

leaders, or between coworkers 

still drying off after a rainy-day 

jaunt from their vehicle to the 

front gate, discussions consis-

tently turn to the need for addi-

tional parking. Additionally, 

the need to provide for vehicle 

security and the safety of those 

employees and residents as they 

crisscross to and from their vehi-

cles during shift changes plays 

Parking solutions, no illusions
With upcoming safety study and city 
approval, FMM parking solutions near
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For a long time, a parking shortage for shipyard workers resulted in overflow to Main Street and outlying 
neighborhood roads. The recent city approval for a pedestrian safety study in conjunction with FMM’s pro-
posed development of hundreds of new parking slots for shipyard employees promises relief.

By Special to the EagleHerald

PESHTIGO—Elementary students at 
the Peshtigo Elementary Learning Center 
(PELC) recently enjoyed a Scholastic Book 
Fair, completing five weeks of celebrating 
reading. Read Across America week was 
in the beginning of March and it extended 
through the month.

“Students read voraciously for two 
straight weeks,” according to Parent 
Teacher Student Organization (PTSO) 
president Laura Finger, who explained 
that students seek out supporters to help 
reach reading and fundraising goals.

She said 535 people donated a total of 
$17,509.99 this spring.

“We were beyond thrilled by the turn-
out and generosity of our PELC families,” 
Finger said. “Friends and family from all 
over the world were able to contribute to 
our school.”

Reading more results in better school 

performance, higher grades and better test 

scores. According to a study promoted by 

Scholastic Books, there is a direct correla-

tion between time spent reading each day 

and test scores.

Statistics show that reading 20 minutes 

per day results in exposing students to 

Reading matters

Special to the EagleHerald
Peshtigo first-grade student Kenzie Nault reviews a book 
in the PELC library.
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MENOMINEE—Joe Sbar, a 

school psychologist for the East-

ern Upper Peninsula Intermedi-

ate School District in Sault Ste. 

Marie and a native of Menomi-

nee, was awarded the 2021 Michi-

gan School Psychologist of the Year 

Wednesday.

The  Michi -

gan Association 

of School Psychol-

ogists uses this 

award to recognize 

individual school 

p s y c h o l o g i s t s 

who have demon-

strated dedication 

and effectiveness 

in improving the 

well-being of children, families and 

schools and in advancing the pro-

fession of school psychology.

Sbar has been a school psycholo-

gist since 2011. “The skills required 

to be a school psychologist are a 

good combination of some of the 

things that I’m good at naturally. I 

thought that I’d be effective in this 

role and thought it would be fulfill-

ing in the ways that I could provide 

a unique service to kids,” he said.

Some of the highlights from his 

career so far include his work devel-

oping a regional crisis response 

process to support schools in the 

aftermath of a tragedy, leadership 

in the Youth Mental Health Com-

mittee in Luce, Chippewa and 

Mackinac counties, and his work 

developing a system for baseline 

concussion assessment.

Sbar was on the front end of 

Menominee native earns highest school psychology award

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald Staff Writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

M E N O M I N E E —T h e 

Brownfield Authority is 

now ready to get into the 

“nitty gritty” of the work 

ahead and possibly hire a 

consultant to help.

A Brownfield,  as 

defined by United States 

Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) “is real prop-

erty, the expansion, rede-

velopment, or reuse of 

which may be complicated 

by the presence or poten-

tial presence of a hazard-

ous substance, pollutant or 

contaminant.”

This can mean many 

things, especially by differ-

ent standards imposed by 

individual states. In Michi-

gan, a brownfield includes 

both environmental activi-

ties and non-environmen-

tal activities.

Tuesday, the Menominee 

County Brownfield Author-

ity met with consultant 

Mac McClelland, who spe-

cializes in brownfield proj-

ects. McClelland owns his 

own consulting firm, Mac 

Consulting.

McClelland said proj-

ects need prior investments 

before they qualify as 

brownfield projects. “A key 

component of a brownfield 

project is private invest-

ment,” he said. “It also must 

be eligible to be a ‘brown-

field property.’

There are several factors 

that can make a property 

brownfield-eligible, includ-

ing being contaminated, 

blighted or in a historical 

district. McClelland said 

Michigan only recently 

added historical districts to 

the list of brownfield-eligi-

ble properties.

“If you have a clean site 

with no issues with it, then 

you really don’t have any 

brownfield activities,” he 

said.

McClelland explained 

that a private investor 

must first fund to fix the 

eligible activities and then 

they may be reimbursed, 

up to the investment cost, 

from tax revenue generated 

from the project. A portion 

of tax revenue that the proj-

ect generates is taken early 

Brownfield Authority may hire consultant
See PARKING, A3

Peshtigo students celebrate reading and books

See BROWNFIELD, A3

See BOOKS, A3

See AWARD, A3

Sbar

“
“We’re trying really hard to get 

books into kids’ hands; reading 

opens doors for people.”

Kari Fendrick
reading specialists
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