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Menominee Schools faces sub challenges
By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The Menom-

inee Area Public Schools Com-

mittee of the Whole discussed 

the possibility of raising the daily 

pay for substitute teachers Mon-

day, as well as fi nding solutions to 

the current shortage of substitute 

teachers in the area.

Superintendent John Mans 

said that currently, other nearby 

school districts pay substitute 

teachers $110 per day. “Marinette 

and Peshtigo are at $110 right 

now. It’s really up to the board to 

think about, is it worth throwing 

some money out there to get some 

more (subs), because it certainly is 

a big issue for us. It may just cre-

ate a bidding war, but what are 

you going to do?” he said.

Board Secretary Becky Thoune 

asked how many subs are in the 

buildings on any given day. “If 

you’re talking about Mondays and 

Fridays, you’re looking at a pretty 

signifi cant number. If you’re look-

ing at the middle of the week, it’s 

not as signifi cant. But on Mon-

days or Fridays, it could be seven 

or eight per building, so we’re 

talking about a lot of substitute 

teachers,” Mans said.

He said the schools are cur-
rently opting to use paraprofes-
sionals who meet the 60-credit 
requirement to fi ll in the substi-
tute teacher positions when they 
are needed. “We’re getting them 
annual sub permits, so they end 
up leaving their role as a parapro 
for that day and end up subbing 
because they’re eligible to sub. 
We’ve scrambled the egg about 
every way you can to try to get peo-
ple in places to make sure our kids 
are taken care of. We need more 
subs,” he said.

Mans said this issue is more 
widespread than the Menominee 
schools. He said the Marinette 
and Crivitz school districts have 
had issues brought on by a lack of 
substitute teachers. “It’s the same 

deal everywhere, but am I averse 
to increasing the fees? Hey, if it 
works, I’ll do anything, he said.

Board Member Hunter Mans 
said the board took a look at the 
same issue about four years ago. 
“When we took a look at it then, we 
found out that throwing money at 
the problem really isn’t going to 
help a lot. We raised it $20 then, 
I think it was $75 per day at that 
time, and now we’re up to $95. I 
think a more important thing we 
need to fi nd out is the source of 
the problem,” he said.

He said what he thinks the 
board will fi nd is that the pay rate 
isn’t so much the issue as is the 
number of people who are able to 
serve the area as substitute teach-
ers. “There’s not enough people; 

It’s not a highly sought-after job 

by a ton of people regardless of 

the pay, and especially this year. 

I have a few friends of mine who 

sub or used to sub who have said, 

‘I’m not stepping foot in a school 

this year; you could pay me $300 

a day and it’s not going to help,’ 

so there’s also that battle,” he said.

He said his biggest concern is 

that if the board were to simply 

increase the pay now, in another 

few years they’ll be back in the 

same position they’re in now with 

no real solution to the shortage 

of subs.

“When I spoke with Mari-

nette,” said Central School Princi-

pal Randi Ahrndt, “they said that 

Pay rate is lower than neighboring school districts

Senate agrees to hear Trump 
case, rejecting GOP arguments

By LISA MASCARO, ERIC TUCKER,

MARY CLARE JALONICK and JILL COLVIN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —Donald Trump’s his-

toric second impeachment trial opened 

Tuesday with graphic video showing the 

former president whipping up a rally crowd 

to march to the Capitol and “fi ght like hell” 

against his reelection defeat, followed by 

images of the deadly attack on Congress 

that came soon after.

In an early test of the former president’s 

defense, Trump’s team lost a crucial bid to 

halt the trial on constitutional grounds. 

Senators confi rmed, 56-44, their jurisdic-

tion over the trial, the fi rst of a president no 

longer in offi ce. While six Republican sen-

ators joined the Democrats in proceeding, 

the tally showed how far prosecutors have 

to go to win conviction, which requires a 

two-thirds threshold of 67 senators.

Tuesday’s vote was on whether a former 

president could be tried after leaving offi ce.

House Democrats prosecuting the case 

told senators they were presenting “cold, 

hard facts” against Trump, who is charged 

with inciting the mob siege of the Capitol 

to overturn the election he lost to Demo-

crat Joe Biden.

Senators sitting as jurors, many who 

themselves fl ed for safety that day, watched 

the jarring video of Trump supporters bat-

tling past police to storm the halls, Trump 

fl ags waving.

“That’s a high crime and misdemeanor,” 

declared Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md., in 

opening remarks. “If that’s not an impeach-

able offense, then there’s no such thing.”

Trump is the first president to face 

impeachment charges after leaving offi ce 

and the fi rst to be twice impeached. The Cap-

itol siege stunned the world as hundreds of 

rioters ransacked the building to try to stop 

The Associated Press
Acting Sergeant at Arms Timothy Blodgett, bottom right, leads Rep. Jamie Raskin, 
D-Md., the lead Democratic House impeachment manager, Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.I., 
Rep. Diana DeGette, D-Colo., Rep. Joaquin Castro, D-Texas, Rep. Eric Swalwell, D-Calif., 
Rep. Ted Lieu, D-Calif., Delegate Stacey Plaskett, D-V.I., Rep. Madeleine Dean, D-Pa., and 
Rep. Joe Neguse, D-Colo., through Statuary Hall to the Senate for the second impeach-
ment trial of former President Donald Trump Tuesday in Washington.
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US vaccine drive complicated by dose juggling act
By CANDICE CHOI

and MARION RENAULT

—Associated Press

The U.S. has entered a 
tricky phase of the COVID-
19 vaccination effort as pro-
viders try to ramp up the 

number of people getting 

fi rst shots while also ensur-

ing a growing number of 

others get second doses just 

when millions more Amer-

icans are becoming eligible 

to receive vaccines.

The need to give each 

person two doses a few 

weeks apart vastly com-

plicates the country’s big-

gest-ever vaccination cam-

paign. And persistent uncer-

tainty about future vaccine 

supplies fuels worries that 

some people will not be able 

The Associated Press
In this Jan. 5, fi le photo, a healthcare worker receives a second Pfi zer-BioNTech COVID-
19 vaccine shot at Beaumont Health in Southfi eld, Mich. As health offi cials race to vac-
cinate people across the U.S., the need to give each person two doses a few weeks apart 
is adding a layer of complexity to the country’s biggest-ever vaccination campaign.
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Biden wants fast COVID 
aid, but minimum wage 

hike in doubt
By JOSH BOAK

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —Presi-

dent Joe Biden laid out his 

case Friday for moving fast 

to pass $1.9 trillion in coro-

navirus relief, but even as 

he opened the door to pro-

ceeding without Republi-

cans, he conceded that a key 

element of his plan—hiking 

the minimum wage to $15 

per hour—was unlikely to 

become law.

The stakes for the county 

and economy were ampli-

fied Friday morning by 

the release of the govern-

ment’s jobs report for Jan-

uary, which showed that 

hiring had stalled to a pace 

that could hinder a return 

to full employment for sev-

eral years. Some 406,000 

people left the labor force 

last month as deaths from 

the pandemic have surged.

“A lot of folks are los-

ing hope,” Biden said in a 

speech at the White House. 

“I believe the American peo-

ple are looking right now to 

their government for help, 

to do our job, to not let 

them down. So I’m going 

to act. I’m going to act fast. 

I’d like to be doing it with 

the support of Republicans 

... they’re just not willing to 

go as far as I think we have 

to go.”

The jobs report landed 

shortly after Senate Dem-

ocrats cast a decisive vote 

to muscle the COVID relief 

plan through the chamber 

without Republican sup-

port, a step toward final 

approval next month. Vice 

President Kamala Harris 

cast the tie-breaking vote 

in the Senate, her fi rst.

Biden’s speech solidifi ed 

a marked shift in tone and 
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• Mixed Bouquets
• Blooming Plants
• Helium Balloons

• Plush Animals
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TODAY: Continued cold, but 
dry with moderate wind

HIGH: 13     LOW: -7

DEATHS
Barley, Marjorie A.

Elsner, Gerald

Hayes, Donald E. Jr.

McVane, James A.

O’Connor, Krista E.

Sederquist, Paul H.

INSIDE
Wisconsin: A former pharmacist 

charged with vaccine tampering 

has entered a plea. A8

Sports: Menominee girls seek 

redemption on the court. B1


