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M A R I N E T T E — L a s t 

week the prior to approv-

ing three additional per-

formance contracts for the 

Annual Logging & Heritage 

Festival slated for July 10, 

the City of Marinette Com-

mon Council ventured into 

a discussion regarding the 

measures set in place to 

ensure the health and wel-

fare of attendees as it relates 

to preventing the spread of 

COVID-19.

During that discussion, 

Logging Festival Commit-

tee Chairperson Lana Bero 

addressed the council, out-

lining precautions and var-

ious changes implemented 

to avoid virus transmission.

First, the promotion of 

this year’s event remains 

more localized than in typ-

ical years of the Festival, 

which began in 2011 and 

remained an annual and 

cherished summer event in 

Marinette each consecutive 

year with the exception of 

its cancelation in 2020 at 

the height of COVID. In 

a normal year, organizers 

would begin promotional 

activity for the festival via 

various mediums through-

out Wisconsin and Upper 

Michigan, drawing in thou-

sands of attendees to Mari-

nette’s Stephenson Island, 

the focal point of the fes-

tival. In some years, festi-

val attendance exceeded 

15,000 over the usual three-

day event. This year, the 

crowds will be thinner.

“We are not putting out 

flyers all over the twin cit-

ies,” Bero said. “We are keep-

ing it (localized), only put-

ting the posters up locally 

and limiting vendors to 

non-profits. And keeping it 

special for our area.”

Furthermore, Bero 

explained to the EagleHe-

rald that with the cancel-

ation of last year’s festival 

due to the pandemic, many 

local non-profits took a 

financial hit. By focusing 

locally in the way of ven-

dors, non-profits and pro-

motion, the city hopes to 

help provide a boost to 

those organizations and 

individuals while also 

maintaining safety.

Additionally, this year, 

organizers also compressed 

the schedule, reducing the 

festival from three days to 

just one.

“We are not expecting a 
huge turnout with people 
from all over Brown County, 
Upper Michigan (and else-
where) like we would hope 
in a normal annual Logging 
and Heritage Festival,” she 
said. “This (year’s festival) 
is downplayed quite a bit; 
it is just a one-day festival, 
(with) not as many events.”

Second, one of the festi-
val’s main attractions, Mis-
chief & Magic, will perform 
traveling magic shows for 
individual groups or fami-
lies present at the festival.

“Instead of having every-
one congregating in one 
area for (a single) magic 

Logging Festival set for safety and fun
Festival adopts 

measures to prevent 
COVID spread

See FESTIVAL, A2
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M A R I N E T T E —T h e 

EagleHerald spent the 

early hours of Wednesday 

morning with Dale Leitzke 

amidst a soft cacophony 

of warbles, hoots, whis-

tles and whales propagat-

ing through the trees and 

across the water.

The sounds filled the 

brain’s auditory regions 

with a cheery sensation 

amidst the mild spring 

morning. To the discern-

ing ear, that avian orches-

tra carried a message full 

of data, splendor, color and 

leisure.

“What I’m doing right 

now is mostly listening,” 

Leitzke said at one point. 

“Early in the morning you 

can hear a bunch of dif-

ferent birds—I’ve got 25 

already this morning and 

a couple of them I haven’t 

identified yet.”

Considering their fam-

ily lineage consists of the 

long-extinct and large, two-

legged theropods, which 

included the looming stat-

ure of the tyrannosaurus 

rex, the sounds produced 

Wednesday by the multi-

tude of migrating bird spe-

cies along the Bay of Green 

Bay instilled a calm enjoy-

ment. 

Moreover, in many 

ways, the message carried 

by those morning birdcalls 

resounded with the pur-

pose behind the annual 

Pond Road Bird Fest taking 

place Saturday at the obser-

vation deck on Pond Road 

in the Town of Peshtigo. 

Birders of all experience 

are welcome to gather there 

around 8 a.m. to experience 

the world of birding. The 

deck rests along the shores 

of the Bay of Green Bay at 

the north end of a large 

delta formed where the 

Peshtigo River empties 

into the bay. The location 

serves as a prime stopover 

for migratory birds during 

their spring migration.

Leitzke represents one 

of many dedicated birders 

in the Peshtigo, Marinette 

and Menominee areas. He 

explained that the Chapee 

Rapids Audubon Soci-

ety built the Pond Road 

observation deck about 10 

years ago because the loca-

tion provides a great spot 

for bird watching, espe-

cially during the spring 

migration.

“We’ve had some really 

good birding days out 

there,” he said. “When I 

think of all the excellent 

birding spots here in Mari-

nette County, that’s spot has 

got to be just about number 

one.”

Sponsored by the City of 

Marinette, in conjunction 

with the Urban Habitat 

Committee of the Wiscon-

sin Bird Conservation Ini-

tiative (WBCI) and orga-

nized by a group of pas-

sionate birders through the 

Chappee Rapids Audubon 

Society, the 8th annual Bird 

Fest celebrates the joy and 

benefits that birds provide.

Bird Fest stems from 

Marinette’s accreditation 

as a Wisconsin Bird City, 

which places it among 111 

Wisconsin cities dedicated 

to the protection, habitat 

monitoring, public educa-

tion and the celebration 

of humanities feathered 

friends. Bird Fest invites 

area residents to spend the 

day observing and enjoy-

ing the various species of 

native and migrating bird 

species that pass through 

the region each year as the 

world turns spring green.

“One of the criteria (for 

accreditation) is that you 

have to have some sort of 

a bird festival to educate 

people about birds every 

year,” said Joan Campbell, 

another local bird enthu-

siast and member of the 

Chappee Rapids Audubon 

Society. “So we hold our 

bird fest in conjunction 

with World Migratory Bird 

Day (WMBD).”

Officially the second Sat-

urday of May 2021, WMBD 

transpired on May 8 and it 

serves largely as a day to edu-

cate the public. Across the 

world, WMBD imbues the 

day with a hobby enjoyed by 

over 86 million Americans 

and it represents an oppor-

tunity to move outdoors to 
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MARINETTE—Mari-

nette County government 

soon may be getting closer 

to returning to the “old nor-

mal.”

County Administra-

tor John Lefebvre told the 

Administrative Committee 

Thursday that he is going 

to propose lifting the face 

covering mandate that is in 

place for all county facilities 

on June 1 

and he will 

p r o p o s e 

r e q u i r i n g 

all County 

B o a r d 

supervisors 

to attend 

meetings in 

person, also 

on June 1.

“That’s sort of the time-

table I’m looking at,” Lefe-

bvre said. “June 1 is just 

a date, no different than 

June 15, June 30, or what-

ever. At some point in time 

I do believe that we have to 

get back to some normalcy 

in our meetings.”

People can still wear face 

coverings if they desire.

“I do want to say that’s 

its still going to be highly 

recommended that if you’re 

in a room with a lot of peo-

ple and a close proximity to 

each other that you use face 

coverings or try to social 

distance,” Lefebvre said.

Corporation Counsel 

Gale Mattison and Lefeb-

vre both pointed out that 

face coverings will still 

be required in the Circuit 

Court courtrooms.

“There’s no ifs, ands or 

buts about that,” Lefebvre 

said.

He added that sometime 

in June, the new County 

Board room should be ready 

in the Resource Center (the 

old jail building) and that 

will be big enough to con-

duct committee meetings 

with ample social distanc-

ing.

There was no opposition 

to Lefebvre’s face covering 

plans by the five committee 

members in attendance. 

There was some kickback 

on the in-person meeting 

suggestion.

“The virus (coronavi-

rus) is still out there, there 

are variants,” Supervi-

sor Connie Seefeldt said. 

“India is going through a 

devastating time right now. 

If people don’t feel good are 

you still encouraging them 

to come in person instead 

of calling in to the commit-

tee meeting?”

“We are encouraging 

them, like in the past, to 

stay home,” Lefebvre said. 

“They will be absent from 

the committee, that’s all.”

Lefebvre and County 

Board chairman John Guar-

isco attend most county 

meetings. They are the two 

who issued the emergency 

mask order in mid July 

and they are the two who 

A flighted feather fest, featuring flyers
Annual Bird Fest 

invites area to  
outdoor  

environmental fun

EagleHerald/John Liesveld
A downy woodpecker enjoys some breakfast at a feeder located near the observation deck along Pond Road in the 
Town of Peshtigo. It represents one among a multitude of interesting birds awaiting addition to the lists of birders 
heading to Pond Road for Saturday’s Bird Fest celebration.

See BIRDS, A2

Marinette County leaders look to relax mask order
Panel also discusses 
in-person meetings

Lefebvre

See COUNTY, A3


