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China: WHO experts to investigate virus origin

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIJING—Experts from the 
World Health Organization are 
due to arrive in China this week 
for a long-anticipated investiga-
tion into the origins of the corona-
virus pandemic, the government 
said Monday.

The experts will arrive on 
Thursday and meet with Chinese 
counterparts, the National Health 
Commission said in a one-sen-
tence statement that gave no other 
details.

It wasn’t immediately clear 
whether the experts will travel to 
the central Chinese city of Wuhan, 
where the coronavirus was first 
detected in late 2019.

Negotiations for the visit have 
long been underway. WHO Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus expressed disap-
pointment last week over delays, 
saying that members of the inter-
national scientific team depart-
ing from their home countries 
had already started on their trip as 
part of an arrangement between 
WHO and the Chinese govern-
ment.

Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Zhao Lijian said China had 
approved the visit following con-
sultations between the sides 
and called it an opportunity to 
“exchange views with Chinese 
scientists and medical experts on 
scientific cooperation on the trac-
ing of the origin of the new coro-
navirus.”

“Along with continuous 
changes in the epidemic situa-
tion, our knowledge of the virus 
deepens, and more early cases are 
discovered,” Zhao told reporters at 
a daily briefing, adding that the 

search for the origin will likely 

involve “multiple countries and 

localities.”

China’s government has 

strictly controlled all research at 

home into the origins of the virus, 

an Associated Press investigation 

found, while state-owned media 

have played up fringe theories 

that suggest the virus could have 

originated elsewhere.

The AP investigation found 

that China’s government is hand-

ing out hundreds of thousands 

of dollars in grants to scientists 

researching the virus’ origins in 

southern China. But it is monitor-

ing their findings and mandating 

that the publication of any data 

or research be approved by a new 

task force managed by China’s 

Cabinet, under direct orders from 

President Xi Jinping, according to 

internal documents obtained by 

the AP.

The culture of secrecy is 

believed to have delayed warn-

ings about the pandemic, blocked 

the sharing of information with 

WHO and hampered early test-

ing. There was considerable frus-

tration among WHO officials over 

not getting the information they 

needed to fight the spread of the 

deadly virus, AP has found.

Australia and other countries 

have called for an investiga-

tion into the origins of the virus, 

prompting angry responses from 

Beijing.

There was no immediate com-

ment from WHO on Monday’s 

announcement, but U.N. spokes-

person Stephane Dujarric had 

earlier told reporters at U.N. head-

quarters in New York that Secre-

tary-General Antonio Guterres 

“is fully supportive of Dr. Tedros’ 

and WHO’s efforts to get a team 

in there.”

“It’s very important that as the 

WHO is in the lead in fighting the 

pandemic, that it also has a lead-

ing role in trying to look back at 

the roots of this pandemic so we 
can be better prepared for the next 
one,” Dujarric said. “We very much 
hope” that China’s reported com-
ments that it is working with the 
WHO and looking for a smooth 
visit “will happen.”

The virus’ origins have been 
the source of intense specula-
tion, much of it centered around 
the likelihood that it was carried 
by bats and passed to humans 
through an intermediary species 
sold as food or medicine in tradi-
tional Chinese markets.

China has largely stemmed 
new cases of domestic transmis-
sion, but said Monday that scores 
of people have tested positive for 
the coronavirus in Hebei prov-
ince, bordering Beijing.

That outbreak comes amid 
measures to curb the further 
spread of the virus during next 
month’s Lunar New Year holiday. 
Authorities have called on citizens 
not to travel, ordered schools to 
close a week early and conducted 
testing on a massive scale.

China has recorded 87,536 total 
cases of the virus, including 4,634 
deaths. Hospitals are currently 
treating 673 people for COVID-
19, while 506 others are in isola-
tion and under observation after 
testing positive without showing 
symptoms., officials said.

The Hebei outbreak has raised 
particular concern because of the 
province’s proximity to Beijing. 
Parts of the province are under 
lockdown and interprovincial 
travel has been largely cut off, with 
those entering Beijing to work 
having to show proof of employ-
ment and a clean bill of health.

Beijing has also seen a handful 
of new cases, prompting authori-
ties to lock down some suburban 
communities and require resi-
dents to show negative test results 
to access grocery stores and other 
public spaces.
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In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Yang Hongke checks on test samples at a testing lab of 
KingMed Diagnostics Group Co., Ltd. in Shijiazhuang in northern China’s Hebei Province on Saturday. Chi-
nese health authorities say scores more people have tested positive for coronavirus in Hebei province 
bordering on the capital Beijing.

 Æ Officials will arrive on 
Thursday to begin probe

Wisconsin Senate GOP introduces 
its own COVID-19 bill

By SCOTT BAUER

The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis.—Wisconsin Sen-
ate Republicans unveiled their own 
scaled-back COVID-19 response plan 
on Monday, a measure that goes far-
ther than Gov. Tony Evers wanted in 
many areas but takes out several pro-
visions he opposed that were in a bill 
passed by the Assembly last week.

The same bill must pass both the 
Senate and Assembly and be signed 
by the Democratic governor before 
becoming law. A Senate committee 
planned to hold a hearing and vote 
on their plan on Monday, setting up a 
vote in the full Senate today just hours 
before Evers is set to deliver his State 
of the State address.

Release of the bill comes as the two-
week average of new positive COVID-
19 cases in Wisconsin continues a 
climb that began in late December. To 
date, there have been nearly 507,000 
positive cases and 5,157 deaths.

State health officials planned to 
provide an update Monday on the 
state’s vaccination efforts. For now, 

Wisconsin is focused on vaccinating 
more than 500,000 health care work-
ers and nursing homes residents. 
Assisted living residents were to be 
vaccinated starting in two weeks. 
State health officials have said the next 
phase of vaccination, which is likely 
to include people 75 and older, first 
responders, K-12 teachers and correc-
tions workers, will likely start by the 
end of the month.

Meanwhile, the Legislature and 
Evers have been unable to reach a 
deal. Evers put forward a plan that he 
said included only items that Repub-
licans in both the Senate and Assem-
bly agreed with after weeks of negoti-
ations. But the Senate and Assembly 
introduced their own competing and 
differing, bills.

Evers has voiced opposition to the 
Assembly bill and he had no immedi-
ate reaction to the Senate version. A 
spokeswoman for Republican Assem-
bly Speaker Robin Vos did not immedi-
ately return a message asking whether 
the Senate proposal was acceptable to 
the Assembly.

The Senate bill contains provisions 

that Democrats and Evers oppose, like 
limiting liability for COVID-19 claims 
against businesses, schools, govern-
ments and health care providers. 
It also extends the waiver of a one-
week waiting period to receive unem-
ployment benefits only until March 
14. Evers had wanted that waiver 
extended into July.

But the Senate bill also removes 
numerous provisions that Democrats 
and Evers had objected to—moves 
that could be signs of progress toward 
a deal. Taken out of the Senate bill are 
provisions that would:

Æ Prohibit local health officials 
from ordering businesses closed for 
more than two weeks at a time.

Æ Forbid employers and health offi-
cials requiring that employees be vac-
cinated for COVID-19.

Æ Require school boards to approve 
all-virtual learning with a two-thirds 
vote every two weeks.

Æ Give the Legislature control 
over the spending of federal COVID-
19 funding.

Æ Allow dentists to administer the 
COVID-19 and flu vaccines.

Vaccinations put on 
hold in Michigan

MENOMINEE—Public 
Health, Delta & Menom-
inee Counties (PHDM) is 
temporarily pausing sched-
uling for COVID-19 vaccine 
clinics for individuals aged 
65 years and above due to 
statewide vaccine shortage.

On Sunday evening, 
PHDM and other local health 
department and health sys-
tem partners were notified 
that requests for vaccine in 
the state surpassed federal 
allocations for the upcom-
ing week by more than 
210,000 doses. Vaccina-
tion partners in Michigan 
requested 270,000 doses, 
while the total vaccine allo-
cation to Michigan for the 
week was 60,000 doses. 
Even though more residents 
are now eligible to be vacci-
nated by expanding the pri-
ority groups to include key 
critical infrastructure per-
sonnel and those aged 65 
years and above, it does not 
mean that everyone eligi-
ble to receive a vaccination 
will be able to do so imme-
diately.

In a letter from Dr. 
Joneigh Khaldun, Chief 
Medical Executive for the 
Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices, she wrote, “We ask 
for your patience as we bal-
ance the equitable need 
across the state while try-
ing to meet your allocation 
requests. The above points 
mean many entities will 
run out of vaccine in the 
upcoming days and may 
need to cancel or resched-
ule appointments.”

PHDM fully anticipates 

that we will be impacted by 

the limited federal alloca-

tions to the State of Mich-

igan. We understand that 

people are eager to get vac-

cinated and the wait is very 

frustrating. During the 

past week PHDM has been 

able to schedule over 2400 

appointments for the vac-

cine with the assumption 

we would be getting weekly 

shipments of vaccine. Cur-

rently, PHDM has enough 

vaccine to for all appoint-

ments through at least Fri-

day. PHDM is expecting to 

hear from MDHHS on Fri-

day if more vaccine can 

be expected to arrive next 

week.

Those who have appoint-

ments already scheduled 

after Friday may be asked 

to “pause” while we await 

additional vaccine alloca-

tions. This pause means 

that you need to keep in 

mind your originally sched-

uled date, day, and time, and 

watch for upcoming media 

releases to notify you of any 

changes in the schedule.

No additional appoint-

ments are being scheduled 

at this time but those who 

are aged 65 years and above 

can contact PHDM at (906) 

217-8206 or (906) 217-8207 

to be placed on a waiting 

list. Once vaccine is avail-

able, PHDM will contact 

those on the list to make an 

appointment. We apologize 

for the inconvenience and 

are equally frustrated and 

disappointed.

Green Bay man 
charged with 18th DWI

GREEN BAY —A 73-year-
old Green Bay man has 
been charged with his 18th 
drunken driving offense, 
after a crash Friday that 
took out power lines and 
caused an outage.

Wallace Bowers had 17 
prior operating while intox-
icated convictions between 
1988 and 2011, but he had a 
valid license at the time of 
Friday’s crash.

WLUK-TV reported 
that Wisconsin law now 
requires driver’s licenses 
to be revoked after a 4th 
OWI conviction, if the 
most recent conviction was 
within 15 years. But Bowers’ 

last conviction was in 2011, 
before the new law went 
into effect in 2018.

“I’ve been sober since 
the 2011 (incident), that last 
DWI, and I blame the medi-
cations I have to be on (they) 
can interfere with the few 
drinks I did have,” Bowers 
told Court Commissioner 
Cynthia Vopal during an ini-
tial court appearance.

Green Bay Police Chief 
Andrew Smith said Friday’s call 
came in as a report of downed 
power lines, then authorities 
learned it might have been a 
transformer. Law enforcement 
then discovered Bowers, who 
was allegedly drunk.

McVay: Rams expect Donald to play vs Packers
By GREG BEACHAM

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES —All-Pro 

defensive tackle Aaron Don-

ald is expected to play for 

the Rams on Saturday in 

Green Bay after injuring his 

ribs in Los Angeles’ playoff 

victory at Seattle.

Rams coach Sean McVay 

also said Sunday night that 

quarterback John Wolford 

and receiver Cooper Kupp 

are likely to be available for 

Los Angeles (11-6) against 

the Packers despite getting 

hurt against the Seahawks.

McVay said he doesn’t 

expect to name a starting 

quarterback this week for 

the Rams’ showdown with 

the top-seeded Packers (12-

4), preferring to wait until 

game day for the second 

straight week.

Wolford left Lumen Field 

in an ambulance after get-

ting hurt early in his second 

career start while taking a 

low hit to the head from 

Seattle’s Jamal Adams. Wol-

ford’s injury turned out to 

be a stinger, and he returned 

to the stadium for the post-

game celebration.

Longtime starter Jared 

Goff took over and led the 

Rams to the win, but went 

9 for 19 less than two weeks 

after undergoing surgery on 

his right thumb.
“It affected him yester-

day,” McVay said. “If you 
watch the game, it did. It 
might not have been pain-
ful, but it was something 
that he did a great job bat-
tling. There were things he’s 
typically able to execute 
where it seemed like (the 
thumb injury) was a factor.”

McVay said he expects 
both quarterbacks to be 
available in Green Bay, but 
he will monitor their prog-
ress before deciding on a 
starter.

The coach also said the 

Rams are much more likely 
to have a third quarterback 
active against the Packers 
after Los Angeles had only 
two in uniform in Seattle. 
Veteran Blake Bortles and 
rookie Bryce Perkins are 
the Rams’ other two quar-
terbacks.

McVay was vague on the 
details of Donald’s injury, 
which occurred in the sec-
ond half of the Rams’ 30-20 
victory when he pulled 
Russell Wilson down onto 
him during a tackle in the 
third quarter. Donald left 
the game and went to the 

locker room, but eventually 

returned to watch the Rams’ 

win from the sideline.

“We’ll be smart with 

him throughout the week,” 

McVay said. “He’s going to 

do everything in his power 

to be ready to go. Don’t 

expect that to affect his 

game status for this week.”

Donald had two sacks 

and three quarterback hits 

on Wilson before his injury.

Donald was a unanimous 

selection to his sixth consec-

utive All-Pro team last week. 

He also earned his seventh 

consecutive Pro Bowl selec-

tion during another dom-

inant season in which he 

finished second in the NFL 

with 13 1/2 sacks.

Kupp, the Rams’ leading 

receiver, left the game in 

Seattle early after taking a 

hit to his knee, but the injury 

turned out to be bursitis. 

Kupp’s knee swelled after 

the hit, but is doing much 

better, McVay said.

Rams left guard David 

Edwards also left with 

Achilles tendinitis. He will 

be monitored throughout 

the week, but Bobby Evans 

will make his first start of 

the season if Edwards can’t 

play. Evans started seven 

games as a rookie last sea-

son, and he performed well 

in Edwards’ place in Seattle.
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Los Angeles Rams defensive end Aaron Donald smiles as 
he stands on the sideline late in the second half Saturday 
against the Seattle Seahawks. The six-time All-Pro injured 
his ribs in the wild card game, but is expected to play this 
Saturday against Green Bay.


