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Good morning, 
Dorothy Tobison!

Thank you for subscribing  
to the EagleHerald
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TODAY’S INDEX

TODAY: Patchy fog before 8 
a.m. Otherwise, mostly sunny.

HIGH: 75     LOW: 62

DEATHS
Kuran, Kory
Johnson, Gladys
Peters, James
Rollins, Dean
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MENOMINEE— A fo r -

mer Menominee County Sher-

iff ’s deputy stood mute and for-

mally waived his arraignment 

in writing Monday as Menomi-

nee County Circuit Judge Mary B. 

Barglind entered not guilty pleas 

on his behalf to charges relating 

to sexual assaults of a teen-age 

boy.

Brian Helfert, 57, Menomi-

nee, appeared via zoom from the 

Ontonagon (Michigan) County 

Jail, where he has 
been housed since 
being convicted of 
a misdemeanor 
sex charge involv-
ing a different 
teen-aged male. 
The arraignment 
Monday took 
place in District 
Courtroom 95-A.

The defendant was bound over 
for trial on May 24 by District 
Judge Robert Jamo.

Helfert faces the following 16 
felony charges:

• Child sexual abuse activity.
• Eight counts of criminal 

sexual conduct—first degree. The 
maximum penalty for each of 
these counts is life in prison.

• Three counts of criminal sex-
ual conduct—second degree.

• Three counts of criminal sex-
ual conduct—third degree.

• Gross indecency between 
males.

There also is an enhancer to 
the charges that categorizes Hel-
fert as a sexually delinquent per-
son.

Helfert’s arraignment Monday 
lasted less than two minutes. He 
stood mute through his attorney, 
Trenton Stupak of Escanaba.

Both Stupak and Prosecuting 

Attorney Jeffrey T. Rogg wanted 
to address the defendant’s bond 
issue and the court requested 
that formal motions be filed and 
a court hearing would be sched-
uled on that matter. Helfert is 
being held on a $250,000 cash/
surety bond. The defense wants it 
lowered and Rogg wants it raised.

At last month’s preliminary 
hearing, the court heard from 
two witnesses—a 23-year-old 
man who said he was in a sexually 
abusive relationship with Helfert 
for about six years and the man’s 
mother. The EagleHerald does 
not print the names of possible 
sexual assault victims without 

their consent.

The alleged victim—who had 

aspirations of becoming a police 

officer—told how the former dep-

uty allegedly groped him in his 

squad car during “ride alongs” 

while out in the county and on a 

police boat, just off shore during 

the city’s Waterfront Festival and 

how Helfert and he allegedly had 

sexual relations dozens, if not 

hundreds, of times in a spare 

bedroom of Helfert’s Menominee 

home.

Helfert is due back in court at 

9:30 a.m. July 2 for a pretrial con-

ference.

Not guilty pleas entered for Helfert

Helfert

By JOHN LIESVELD
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jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—An unfortunate occurrence of random 

events unfolded Sunday, intersecting in a fateful collision 

the destinies of a stolen Illinois vehicle and a prominent 

City of Marinette community art project.

Sunday afternoon at approximately 2 p.m., following 

a concerned Marinette County resident’s report, notify-

ing law enforcement of the erratic behavior of a vehicle 

headed eastbound on Highway 64, toward the city, officers 

with the Marinette Police Department (MPD) responded.

According to MPD Lt. Scott Ries, Marinette officers 

intercepted the vehicle as it entered city limits, pulling it 

over a short time later. However, during the ensuing traf-

fic stop, the driver engaged the vehicle and fled the scene.

With MPD in pursuit, the car maneuvered through the 

intersection where Hall Avenue meets Marinette Avenue, 

proceeding to careen with forceful contact into one of the 

large decorative community planters that currently dot 

the medians and roadside up and down the city’s main 

thoroughfare.

Part of a community art initiative launched in 2017 

by the Downtown Marinette Action Group, the hefty 

and elaborately planted pots come out each year around 

Memorial Day, along Marinette and Hall avenues add-

ing an array of summer adornment. Tended all through 

the season by crews with the city’s Department of Public 

Works, the pots add a flowery touch to Marinette’s char-

acter for commuters traveling through the area. Adorned 

by local artists, the planters span the avenues at various 

points from Mickey-Lu Bar-B-Q to the Interstate Bridge 

and their artfully decorated surfaces pay tribute to vari-

ous aspects of the Marinette people and way of life, often 

inspiring curiosity and interest from visitors and resi-

dents, alike.

The vehicular impact Sunday sent the pot’s flow-

ers and packed soil sailing, and left a jagged gash 

Pursuit unpots 
unfortunate fate 

for local piece of art
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One piece of a long-standing City of Marinette commu-
nity art initiative and recently reappeared for the summer, 
encountered an unfortunate twist of fate over the week-
end involving a stolen Illinois vehicle.
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MARINET TE—After 

one season in melodic 

deprivation affected by the 

world’s efforts to thwart the 

viral proliferation during 

the 2020 pandemic, the 

popular community con-

cert series, Concerts in the 

Park returns to the cities of 

Marinette and Menominee.

For years, the con-

certs offered area resi-

dents an outdoor venue 

for local music entertain-

ment through the summer 

months at both the Great 

Lakes Memorial Marina 

Park Bandshell in Menom-

inee and the Chamber of 

Commerce Performance 

Stage on Stephenson Island 

in Marinette.

Coordinated by the 

Marinette Menominee Area 

Chamber of Commerce and 

sponsored by Jack’s Fresh 

Market and several other 

local businesses, the con-

certs return this summer 

after last year’s hiatus due 

to COVID-19.

“What is exciting about 

it this year is the fact that 

we can (actually) do it,” 

said Chamber Executive 

Director and CEO Jacque-

line Boudreau. “Last year 

we could not because of the 

COVID situation.”

Various restrictions 

implemented by the State 

of Wisconsin on the size 
of outdoor gathering put 
the kibosh on many tra-
ditional summer events 
in 2020 such as Concerts 
in the Park, the Marinette 
Logging and Heritage Fes-
tival and the Menominee 
Waterfront Festival. For 
instance, as COVID-related 
deaths in Wisconsin sur-
passed 2,300 in November, 
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers 
issued Executive Order No. 
94, which recommended 
that “all individuals should 
stay home as much as pos-
sible and only make trips 
when necessary, such as 
to go to work, pick up gro-
ceries, or refill prescrip-
tions.” Various other execu-
tive and emergency orders 
emerged during that time 
that implemented such 
mandates as required face 
masks in public areas and 

Concerts return after 
2020 cancellation

CONCERT DETAILS
Each concert occurs on a 
Thursday and runs from 6 to 
8 p.m. Marinette concerts will 
be held on Stephenson Island, 
with Menominee concerts at 
the bandshell.

MARINETTE

June 17—Rosebrook
July 1—Haley Grace & The Rebels
July 15—Chasin Steel
Aug. 12—The Michigan Shivers

MENOMINEE

June 24—Dirty Deuce
July 22—The No Good
Aug. 19—Community Jazz Ensemble

See PURSUIT, A3 See CONCERTS, A3


