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Groups celebrate the Menominee River
Protestors take part in a Bridge Walk Friday on the Interstate Bridge. The walk was
one part of a free event to celebrate the Menominee River that day on Stephenson
Island. The celebration included a band, food and more.

RECOVERY:
Recovery have experience running both the Taylor House and
the Anthony House, which works
with Drug Court participants
when they leave the program.
The Bridges to Recovery program is designed to be six to nine
months, Sutek said, adding that
it includes housing, case management and 24/7 care support.
“We would like to stick with
what we do best, which is housing and some support services,”
she said. “We will contract with
community agencies to do what
they do best, which is the treatment part for both addiction and
mental health.”
She said they will work closely
with primary care doctors and
psychiatrists.
Sutek said program organizers got help from The Fletcher
Group, a national organization
based in London, Kentucky, that
provides technical assistance to
rural communities with recovery
housing for those with addiction.
The program has really been a
success in Kentucky because the
state has invested in it, Sutek
said.
“I would love to see that happen in the State of Wisconsin,”
she said. “I’ve been trying to work
with legislators with our recovery residence initiative. I know
it’s going to take some time.”
Sutek said this program ties
in with the CJCC’s goal of trying
to find ways to keep people out
of jail.
“We want to establish that
whole life recovery piece of not
just keeping people out of jail but

has a chance to be heard,” he said.
“We’re talking about multi-million dollar projects. There’s enough things in all
the letters (from marijuana growers and
distributors) that I feel we should take a
solid look at this. The city attorney does
not agree with me.”
“Neither does the mayor,” Stegeman
said. “We worked on this, not carelessly.
The city manager and the city attorney
talked to many other people. We didn’t
just try to create this ourselves. We worked
on this for nine months.
“You’re always going to have the people
who did not get what they want unhappy
and the people who got what they want
happy. We have a rubric that was scored
by three intelligent people.”
Stegeman said it would be a mistake
to try and redo something that was done
properly.
She asked the city attorney for his opinion.
“By changing the rules now, that’s
something that will open to potential challenges,” Celello said. “Right now, where it
sits, the process you have now is defendable. The way it’s scored is subjective. Subjective input is a necessary part of policymaking.”
He said those who disagree with the
scoring can make their arguments to the
people doing the scoring.
“We’re hearing a lot of noise because
there’s a lot at stake,” Celello said. “You’re
not the first council to hear that and you
certainly are not going to be the last.”
Pohlmann said if there were flaws in
the process, everything will be sorted out
in open session by the selection committee.
“If there are some blatant mistakes—
and there might be, I don’t know—then
every applicant will have the opportunity
to be heard,” he said. “And those mistakes

Menominee City Councilmember
will be corrected.”
He said councilmembers are receiving daily communication from those who
have been unsuccessful.
“That’s because we’re talking about
obscene amounts of money,” Stegeman
said.
Pohlmann said he’s hearing some councilmembers reciting verbatim what losing
applicants are stating “and that’s a true
concern.”
The mayor said she agrees with Pohlmann. “I’m adamantly opposed to prying
the lid off of this and let the wild west and
free marketplace sort itself out.”
Some 28 entities have gone through the
application process and there was some
confusion on the way the rubric was structured, particularly in regards to the value
and understanding of the questions asked
and what kind of investment the city was
looking for from them.
Graff, before he resigned, had recommended to remove the restrictions on the
number of licenses available to applicants.
“By doing that, you don’t need a scoring
rubric,” he said at the time.
Celello said that action could lead to
some major challenges.

“

“A lot of the people that I
work with, that aren’t on
the (Marinette County)
drug court, will tell me, ‘I
feel safe in jail, I feel comfortable in jail because
that’s the only structure
I’ve ever had. They tell
me they don’t mind going
back to jail. And that’s
sad.”
Ivy Sutek
Marinette County Group Home
Association
reconnecting them with the community in healthy ways,” she said.
Sheriff Jerry Sauve asked if
there is a waiting list for the program. Sutek said it’s too early for
that. She said they hope to have
a capacity of 34 beds with about
50% of those beds under contract.
“It all comes down to money—
the financials—and getting the
community on board with this,”
Sutek said.
CJCC member Chad Poverski
of Marinette County Probation
and Parole said people in Madison are interested in a model like
the one planned.
“I think it takes time and there’s
a lot of red tape to get something
like this going statewide,” he said.

EagleHerald/Dan Kitkowski
Ivy Sutek of the Marinette County Group Home Association speaks about the Bridges to Recovery program Friday at the Criminal Justice Coordinating Committee meeting.
Poverski asked if there are
certain clients the program
won’t take in? Sutek said the clients will be evaluated on a caseby-case basis. Responding to
another question, she said clients from other counties may
be accepted, but details are still
being discussed.
Sauve asked if a timeline
has been established to get the

building running. Sutek said they
are hoping to get 50% of the beds
under contract by the fall so renovation can begin because “without that, it’s a huge risk.”
Although she refused to lock
into an opening date, Sutek said
it’s imperative to get the center
running. “We know that if nothing changes, nothing changes,”
she said.
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Following the meeting, Sutek
spoke to the generosity of Mike
Biehl, who donated the building.
“We are calling it Biehl Bridges
to Recovery to acknowledge him
for his generosity and his investment in the community,” she said.
“That was just amazing. Without
that piece, we wouldn’t be where
we are today.”
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“

“If there are some blatant mistakes—and there might be, I don’t
know—then every applicant will
have the opportunity to be heard,
and those mistakes will be corrected.”
Frank Pohlmann
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