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WASHINGTON—President 
Donald Trump is on the verge 
of being impeached for a second 
time in a fast-moving House vote, 
just a week after he encouraged 
loyalists to “fi ght like hell” against 
election results and then a mob of 
supporters stormed the U.S. Cap-
itol.

“We are debating this historic 
measure at a crime scene,” said 
Rep. Jim McGovern, D-Mass.

Security was exceptionally 
tight Wednesday, shocking images 
of National Guard troops massed 
at the iconic Capitol, with secure 
perimeters around the complex 
and metal-detector screenings 
required for lawmakers entering 
the House chamber.

While Trump’s fi rst impeach-
ment in 2019 brought no Repub-
lican votes in the House, a small 
but signifi cant number of leaders 
and lawmakers are breaking with 
the party to join Democrats, say-
ing Trump violated his oath to pro-
tect and defend U.S. democracy.

The stunning collapse of 
Trump’s final days in office, 
against alarming warnings of 
more violence ahead by his follow-
ers, leaves the nation at an uneasy 
and unfamiliar juncture before 
Democrat Joe Biden is inaugu-
rated Jan. 20.

Trump, who would become 
the only U.S. president twice 
impeached, faces a single charge 
of “incitement of insurrection.”

The four-page impeachment 
resolution relies on Trump’s own 
incendiary rhetoric and the false-
hoods he spread about Biden’s 
election victory, including at a 

White House rally on the day of 
the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, 
in building its case for high crimes 
and misdemeanors as demanded 
in the Constitution.

Trump took no responsibil-
ity for the riot, suggesting it was 
the drive to oust him rather than 
his actions around the bloody riot 
that was dividing the country.

“To continue on this path, I think 
it’s causing tremendous danger to 
our country, and it’s causing tre-
mendous anger,” Trump said Tues-
day, his fi rst remarks to reporters 
since last week’s violence.

A Capitol police offi cer died 
from injuries suffered in the 
riot, and police shot and killed a 
woman during the siege. Three 
other people died in what author-
ities said were medical emergen-
cies. Lawmakers had to scramble 
for safety and hide as rioters took 
control of the Capitol, delaying by 
hours the tally of Electoral College 
votes that was the last step in fi nal-
izing Biden’s victory.

At least fi ve Republican law-
makers, including third-ranking 
House GOP leader Liz Cheney of 
Wyoming, were unswayed by the 
president’s logic. The Republi-
cans announced they would vote 
to impeach Trump, cleaving the 
Republican leadership, and the 
party itself.

Cheney’s father was the vice 
president under President George 
W. Bush and a Republican leader 
in the House. “She knows of what 
she speaks,” said Rep. Steny Hoyer 
of Maryland, the Democratic 
majority leader.

Unlike a year ago, Trump faces 
impeachment as a weakened 
leader, having lost his own reelec-
tion as well as the Senate Repub-
lican majority.

Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky is 

said to be angry at Trump, and it’s 
unclear how a Senate impeach-
ment trial would play out. The New 
York Times reported that McCon-
nell thinks Trump committed an 
impeachable offense and is glad 
Democrats are moving against 
him. Citing unidentifi ed people 
familiar with McConnell’s think-
ing, the Times reported McCo-
nnell believes moving against 
Trump will help the GOP forge 
a future independent of the divi-
sive, chaotic president.

The president was said to be 
livid with perceived disloyalty 
from McConnell and Cheney, as 
calls mounted for her ouster. He 
was also deeply frustrated that he 
could not hit back with his shut-
tered Twitter account, the fear 
of which has kept most Republi-
cans in line for years, according to 
White House offi cials and Repub-
licans close to the West Wing who 
weren’t authorized to speak pub-
licly about private conversations.

The team around Trump has 
hollowed out, without any plan for 
combating the impeachment effort. 
Trump leaned on Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham of South Carolina to push 
Republican senators, while chief of 
staff Mark Meadows called some of 
his former colleagues on the Hill.

Yet Trump and his allies 
believed that the president’s 
sturdy popularity with the GOP 
lawmakers’ constituents would 
prevent most from voting against 
him. After the riot at the Capitol, 
most House Republicans did go on 
that night to vote to overturn the 
election results.

In the House, Republican 
leader Kevin McCarthy of Califor-
nia, a top Trump ally, scrambled to 
suggest a lighter censure instead, 
but that option crumbled.

The House tried fi rst to push 
Vice President Mike Pence and 

the Cabinet to intervene, passing 
a resolution Tuesday night call-
ing on them to invoke the 25th 
Amendment to the Constitution 
to remove Trump from offi ce.

Pence made it clear he would 
not do so, saying in a letter to 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, that 
it was “time to unite our country 
as we prepare to inaugurate Pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden.”

Debate over the resolution was 
intense after lawmakers returned 
the Capitol for the fi rst time since 
the siege.

It’s far from clear there will be 
the two-thirds vote in the evenly 
divided Senate needed to con-
vict and remove Trump. Repub-
lican Sen. Pat Toomey of Pennsyl-
vania joined Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
of Alaska over the weekend in call-
ing for Trump to “go away as soon 
as possible.”

With just over a week remain-
ing in Trump’s term, the FBI 
warned ominously of potential 
armed protests by Trump loyal-
ists ahead of Biden’s inauguration. 
Capitol Police urged lawmakers to 
be on alert. Charges of sedition are 
being considered for rioters.

New security in place, lawmak-
ers were required to pass through 
metal detectors to enter the House 
chamber, not far from where Cap-
itol police, guns drawn, had bar-
ricaded the door against the riot-
ers. Some Republican lawmakers 
complained about the screening.

The impeachment bill draws 
from Trump’s own false state-
ments about his election defeat 
to Biden. Judges across the coun-
try, including some nominated 
by Trump, have repeatedly dis-
missed cases challenging the elec-
tion results, and former Attorney 
General William Barr, a Trump 
ally, has said there was no sign of 
widespread fraud.

While some have questioned 
impeaching the president so 
close to the end of his term, there 
is precedent. In 1876, during the 
Ulysses Grant administration, 
War Secretary William Belknap 
was impeached by the House the 
day he resigned, and the Senate 
convened a trial months later. He 
was acquitted.

Trump was impeached in 2019 
over his dealings with Ukraine but 
acquitted by the Senate in 2020.

Trump on verge of 2nd impeachment
No US president has ever been impeached more than once
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LANSING, Mich. —Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s 

administration said Wednesday that Michigan 

restaurants should be able to reopen for indoor 

dining on Feb. 1 if coronavirus cases and hospital-

izations remain stable, extending a two-month ban 

by an additional two weeks while letting non-con-

tact sports resume this weekend.

The plan is to allow dining with mitigation 

measures, capacity limits and a curfew. Organized 

non-contact sports and group exercise classes can 

start Saturday.

“Our numbers have been headed in the right 

direction,” the Democratic said during a news con-

ference. “The pause ... is working.”

Michigan is among just a few states to allow no 

indoor restaurant dining and is the only one with-

out a detailed plan on how and when reopening 

can occur, according to the Michigan Restaurant 

& Lodging Association. The state is expected to 

release details on the reopening next week.

Since the Whitmer administration closed 

restaurants and bars, effective Nov. 18, it has let 

high schools resume in-person instruction and has 

allowed entertainment businesses to reopen with 

restrictions. State offi cials are watching three key 

COVID-19 metrics.

Over nearly two months, the statewide sev-

en-day case average is down to 3,349, from 6,687. 

The positivity rate is 8.2%, a drop from 9.8%, 

according to The COVID Tracking Project. Nearly 

13% of hospital beds had virus patients as of last 

week, a decrease from about 20% a month before.

House Speaker Jason Wentworth, a Farwell 

Republican, expressed frustration that the indoor 

dining ban will stay intact for two more weeks, say-

ing Feb. 1 is “an arbitrary date.”

Indoor residential gatherings remain limited to 

no more than 10 people and two households. Masks 

also are required in many settings.

Michigan restaurants likely can offer dining Feb. 1
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MADISON, Wis. —Gov. Tony 

Evers on Wednesday called a 

special legislative session for 

next week on his new plan to 

upgrade the state’s unemploy-

ment benefi ts system in the 

face of a massive backlog of 

pandemic-induced claims.

The governor announced 

the effort to upgrade the sys-

tem during his State of the State 

speech on Tuesday evening. He 

introduced a bill Wednesday 

morning that calls for the state 

Department of Workforce Devel-

opment to conduct all transac-

tions electronically and hands 

the agency $5.3 million to ren-

ovate and modernize the claims 

system. He also issued an execu-

tive order calling for lawmakers 

to take up the bill in a special ses-

sion beginning at noon on Jan. 19.

The DWD has received nearly 

9 million claims since the coro-

navirus pandemic started forc-

ing layoffs and business closures 

in March, Evers said during his 

speech. That’s about 1.6 million 

more claims than the department 

received from 2016 though 2019, 

he said.

Republicans have spent 

months criticizing the Demo-

cratic governor over the depart-

ment’s inability to process the 

backlog, saying Evers’ incompe-

tence has left people waiting for 

months for life-sustaining pay-

outs. The criticism has grown so 

intense that Evers requested that 

DWD Secretary Caleb Frostman 

resign in September. Frostman 

agreed to leave.

Evers blamed an antiquated 

processing system for the back-

log in his speech. He attacked 

his “predecessors” and lawmak-

ers both past and present for not 

upgrading the system sooner.

“We know that replacing this 

system will take years—that’s why 

it should’ve been done sooner, 

but it’s also why we now have not 

another moment to waste,” Evers 

said in his speech. “No politics, no 

posturing, send me the bill and 

let’s just get it done.”

Republican legislative leaders 

have all but ignored Evers’ special 

session calls in the past, includ-

ing on gun control measures and 

criminal justice reform, by gav-

eling in and gaveling out in sec-

onds. Evers in his speech warned 

that if the GOP ignored him this 

time people will punish them at 

the ballot box.

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos 

said Tuesday evening in the offi -

cial Republican response to 

Evers’ speech that thousands of 

people are still waiting for their 

unemployment checks and the 

governor’s administration owes 

them an apology.

He didn’t comment directly on 

the special session call, though. 

His spokeswoman, Kit Beyer, 

didn’t immediately respond to 

an email Wednesday morning. 

Adam Gibbs, an aide to Senate 

Majority Leader Devin LeMahieu, 

also didn’t immediately respond 

to an email.

Republican Sen. Van Wang-

gaard issued a statement saying 

he supports system upgrades but 

ridiculed the rest of Evers’ plan.

“This is unbelievable,” Wang-

gaard said. “His ‘plan’ to fi x the 

unemployment fi asco is $5 mil-

lion to start and a mandate on 

employers to file online. We 

waited 10 months for this? Good 

grief.”

Evers calls special session to
modernize unemployment system

MADISON, Wis. (AP) —Wisconsin health offi cials said Wednesday a 
new, more contagious form of the COVID-19 virus has been detected in 
the state.

The Department of Health Services announced the variant was 
detected through routine genome sequencing of specimens collected 
during testing. The department did not say where it was found or when 
it was confi rmed. An agency spokeswoman didn’t immediately respond 
to an email.

The variant form of the virus was fi rst discovered in England in Novem-
ber and December. It’s since turned up in Colorado, California, Florida, 
Minnesota, New York and Georgia.

Health offi cials have said the variant is more easily transmissible but 
isn’t any deadlier and vaccines should be effective against it.

COVID variant detected in Wisconsin

BY THE SEATTLE TIMES

SEATTLE —Seattle-based Ama-

zon.com, Inc. has asked a federal 

judge to deny a request to rein-

state the cloud-service account for 

conservative social media network 

Parler, claiming Parler shrugged off 

police violence content on its site 

before and after the insurrection at 

the U.S. Capitol.

Amazon’s lawyers made the 

claim on Tuesday, a day after Parler 

on Monday fi led a lawsuit against 

Amazon claiming a breach of con-

tract and antitrust violation after 

its account was suspended and 

effectively removed from the inter-

net, The Seattle Times reported.

The lawsuit claims Amazon col-

luded with Twitter to “kill Parler’s 

business—at the very time it is set 

to skyrocket,” the complaint said.

Amazon’s attorneys, Ambika 

Doran and Alonzo Wickers, said 

there was no merit to Parler’s claims 

and that the case centered on Parl-

er’s “demonstrated unwillingness” 

to remove content that threatens 

public safety.

Amazon argued that the lack of 

content moderation led to a “steady 

increase” in violent content, a viola-

tion of its terms of service.

Amazon said Parler contracted 

with the company in 2018 and 

agreed not to host harmful con-

tent. Amazon also notifi ed Parler 

that it retained the right to sus-

pend accounts immediately if they 

breach Amazon’s terms of service.

Amazon claimed a conspiracy 

theory, touted by President Donald 

Trump, that the election was fraud-

ulent and the results needed to be 

overturned were spread on Parler 

and contributed to the siege on 

the Capitol where fi ve people died. 

Social media companies, including 

Facebook and Twitter suspended 

thousands of accounts linked to 

the events on Jan. 6.

Attorney David Groesbeck, who 

is representing Parler, had not 

responded to requests for com-

ment and his website redirects to 

an “under construction” page.

Amazon seeks to keep 
conservative app Parler offl ine

The Associated Press

The website of the social media platform Parler is displayed in Berlin, 
Sunday. The platform’s logo is on a screen in the background.

The Associated Press

Hundreds of National Guard troops hold inside the Capitol Visitor’s 
Center to reinforce security at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday.

“
“We know that replacing this system will take years—

that’s why it should’ve been done sooner, but it’s also 

why we now have not another moment to waste.”

Gov. Tony Evers
Wisconsin
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