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Good morning, 
Arlene Resch!

Thank you for subscribing  
to the EagleHerald
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Deaths/Obits A5
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Scoreboard B2

Sports B1-3

TV listings B8

Weather B4

TODAY: Mostly cloudy.
HIGH: 69     LOW: 61

DEATHS
Jozwiak, Jaqueline A.
Marbes, Mary
Webber, John (See A3)
Lieberth, Katherine D.
Shampo, James A.
Clark, Clayton V.
Korn, Paul H.
Zeitler, Marian A.

INSIDE
Business: Democrats and the 

White House tangle over tax 

increases. A7

Sports: Menominee picks up their 

first GNC win of the season. B1

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

M A R I N E T T E —T h e 
City of Marinette is strug-
gling to recruit and retain 

qualified employees.
The Personnel & License 

Committee approved Tues-
day a motion to amend 
the city’s vacation policy 
for new employees in an 
attempt to mitigate this 
problem. Moving forward, 
full-time employees hired 
on or after Jan. 1, 2021 will 
receive 10 days of vacation 
prorated to their date of 
hire in their first calendar 

year.
Mayor Steve Genisot 

said he hopes the amend-
ment will help attract more 
qualified candidates.

“A lot of employees are 
coming from jobs where 
they have several weeks of 
vacation, and our current 
policy has quite a long vest-
ing period to get their first 
two weeks,” he said.

Human Resource 

Director Jen Nelson said 
that lack of vacation for 
new hires is a significant 
barrier for recruitment.

“It’s really hard to 
recruit new candidates 
when, during the first year 
that they’re working, they 
have no vacation at all,” 
she said. “We’ve lost some 
really good candidates due 
to the fact that we could 
not offer vacation.”

In addition to helping 
the city recruit qualified 
candidates, Nelson said 
she thought the new pol-
icy could improve work 
quality for recently hired 
employees.

“Productivity would 
probably increase (with 
this amendment),” she 
said. “If they’re working 
for a year without vacation, 
they’re going to get burnt 

out.”
Personnel & License 

Committee Chairper-
son and Alderperson Rick 
Polzin said he felt the 
change will have a positive 
impact.

“I know it’s been a real 
significant barrier in the 
last couple hirings that 
we’ve had,” he said. “The 

Marinette struggling to recruit employees
City panel takes 
steps to attract 

workers

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

STEPHENSON—For his 
latest business endeavor, 
Roger Younk of Stephen-
son, listened to his body.

What’s good for him, he 
decided, must be good for 
other people.

After a session at a salt 
therapy room in south-
ern Wisconsin, Younk said 
his asthma and cough 
cleared up considerably. 
He regained a feeling of 
energy and could belt out 
a Randy Travis song.

It was enough to per-
suade Ann, his wife and 
co-owner of the business, 
that opening a salt room on 
their property had poten-
tial.

The Country Mile Salt 
Therapy Room, which 
opened in August by 
appointment, recreates 
the feel of an ancient salt 
room. The concept of using 
salt for medicinal purposes 

dates back to the 1800s in 
Russia and Europe, Younk 
said, where people relied 
on salt to cure a range of 

illnesses, from asthma, 
emphysema and bronchi-
tis to sinusitis and sleeping 
issues.

“We’re not a doctor. 
We’re not a clinic. We’re 
just here trying to help 
some people,” Younk said.

The room uses no drugs, 
just sodium chloride, a 
natural antibacterial and 
anti-inflammatory agent. 

“It’s natural stuff,” he said. 
“People sign a consent form 
when they come in. They 
come on their own volition 
and reap the benefits.”

The Salt Therapy Asso-
ciation provides informa-
tion and access to research 
papers describing its ben-
efits. Breathing in dried 
salt in microscopic form 
can absorb allergens in the 
respiratory tract, reduce 
inflammation and open the 
airways, the association 
said. “It gets the moisture 
out of the lungs,” Younk 
said.

The Country Mile Salt 
Therapy Room was care-
fully designed to look like 
a salt cave with one mural 
depicting the sun shining 
at a cave entrance on one 
wall and another creating 
a waterfall flowing through 
rocks. Younk wanted a tran-
quil look, and Jim Finlan of 
Escanaba did the painting 
by hand, he said.

While the murals cre-
ate the feeling of a natural 
environment, a wall of pink 
salt brinks is illuminated 
and turns a cool blue, and 
the gravel floor is made of 

Stephenson salt room built on ancient remedy 
Younk’s newest 

business might be 
his purest yet

EagleHerald/Ann Meyer
Roger Younk of Stephenson points out the cave murals, Himalayan brick wall and salt pebbles in the new salt ther-
apy room he opened in August.

OCONTO—Cody J. 
Krueger, the man wanted 
for attempted murder in 
Oconto, was caught Friday 
in Oconto County.

The Oconto County 
Emergency Dispatch 
Center received a call at 
3:16 p.m. Friday of a reck-
less driver in the Town of 
Lena. Deputies located 
the vehicle, but the driver 
refused to stop, accord-
ing to the Sheriff ’s Office. 
The driver exited on foot 
on Deer Lake Road in the 
Town of Pound.

The man was identi-
fied as Krueger, 24. Depu-
ties, acting on a tip, went 
to a home on Janik Road 
in the Town of Lena. 
They arrested Kyra L. Sal-
dana, 19, on a probation 
and parole warrant, and 
Steve M. Bickel, 37, for 

maintaining a drug traf-

ficking place, possession of 

marijuana and possession 

of drug paraphernalia.

Krueger had fled the res-

idence, but he was found at 

7:15 a.m. Saturday hiding 

in the woods off of White 

Lake Road, according to 

the sheriff ’s office.

The Oconto County 

Sheriff ’s Office was assisted 

by the Oconto Police 

Department, Suring Police 

Department, Gillett Police 

Department, Oconto Falls 

Police Department, Lena 

Police Department, the 

Marinette County Sheriff ’s 

Office, Brown County Sher-

iff ’s Office, Wisconsin State 

Patrol, Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Natural Resources, 

and Oconto County Emer-

gency Management.

Oconto fugitive 
captured in woods

By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—A Wal-
lace man will serve less 
than a year in jail for hav-
ing consensual sexual 
intercourse with a girl 
more than half his age in 
November of 2019. The girl 
drowned the next day in 
the Menominee River.

The victim’s family 
members say they aren’t 
pleased with the sentence, 
but the prosecution states 
the judge handed down 
the maximum sentence 
allowed.

Todd A. Ihander, 42, 
was sentenced Aug. 24 

in Marinette County Cir-
cuit Court Branch 1. Judge 
Jane Sequin sentenced the 
defendant to nine months 
in jail for sexual inter-
course with a child, age 16 
or older, and 60 days in jail 
for alcohol sale to an intox-
icated person. The sen-
tences are consecutive for 
the two misdemeanors. 
Ihander also must register 
as a sex offender.

While sympathetic 
to the family members, 
Marinette County District 
Attorney DeShea Morrow 
said Ihander received the 
maximum sentence based 
on what he could have been 
charged.

She added that Ihander 
had some prior convictions 
in Michigan for some “con-
cerning behavior,” but that 
could not figure into the 
charges in this incident.

“He certainly is not a 

great guy,” she said. “The 
point I made at sentencing, 
to justify the maximum 
sentence in both (charges), 
is that she clearly was vul-
nerable and he took advan-
tage of somebody that he 
should have been helping. 
He was 40 years old and 
she was a young girl. That 
never should have hap-
pened.”

According to the crim-
inal complaint, Ihander 
had consensual sexual 
intercourse with a 17-year-
old girl at a swimming area 
in the Town of Peshtigo on 
Nov. 8, 2019. They met on 
SnapChat, according to 
court records. The com-
plaint states the girl drank 
hard alcohol, passed out in 
Ihander’s vehicle, and slept 
at his home.

The next morning, Nov. 
9, Ihander bought the girl 
four cans of beer at the 

State Line Mini Mart in 
downtown Marinette, the 
complaint reads. The girl 
did not want to go home 
and she told Ihander she 
was going to drink the 
beer under the Inter-
state Bridge, according to 
Ihander in the complaint.

Ihander told investiga-
tors he had to get to work 
by 8 a.m. and the girl was 
going to go to the homeless 
shelter after she drank the 
beer, he said in the com-
plaint.

Marinette County Sher-
iff ’s Office detectives 
observed video footage 
taken at the entrance to 
Stephenson Island. They 
saw a girl matching the 
description of the victim 
walk under the bridge, 
the complaint states. 
About two hours later, at 

Wallace man jailed for sex with minor
The female victim 
drowned the next 

day
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See SALT, A2

See CITY, A2


