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Memorial Day prep rooted in day’s history

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—An even cut, 

sharp around the corners and 

whack away the tatty growth. As 

good clean cuts go in the City of 

Marinette, this one spans at least 

70 acres and digs deep at the roots 

of sacrifice that support the free-

doms, founding principles and 

people of this nation. 

And each year, a cadre of Mari-

nette city employees make it hap-

pen, to help remember the United 

States Armed Forces men and 

women who served and sacri-

ficed to maintain those freedoms. 

Such memorial entails attention 

to detail that constitutes a deep 

reverence and a solemn beauty 

imparted to the grounds of those 

soldiers’ final resting places.

In General Order No. 11, titled 

titled “Memorial Day Order,” 

issued May 5, 1868, and archived 

at the National Cemetery Admin-

istration of the U.S. Department 

of Veterans Affairs, Gen John 

Logan, a Civil War Union Army 

general and later a U.S. Senator, 

stated:

“We should guard their graves 

with sacred vigilance... {span}Let 

pleasant paths invite the coming 

and going of reverent visitors and 

fond mourners. Let no vandalism 

of avarice or neglect, no ravages 

of time, testify to the present or 

to the coming generations that 

we have forgotten, as a people, 

the cost of a free and undivided 

republic{/span}.”

Falling in line with those 

words, “neglect” does not apply 

when it comes to the approxi-

mate 70 acres of Marinette’s three 

cemeteries, especially this time of 
year.

ALL HANDS ON DECK

For about the last week, the 
cemeteries have been abuzz—
often literally—as employees 
from the city’s cemetery crews, 
public works department and 
even a couple borrowed staff 
members from the water utility 
department drove a heavy work-
load for the upcoming Memorial 
Day weekend.

“They have been coming in 
early and staying late,” said City 
Clerk Lano Bero. “Memorial Day 
is a day to express our gratitude 
towards the people who have 

served our country and to our 
loved ones who are buried there. 
So we really want to make sure, 
especially for Memorial Day, that 
everything is done as best as we 
possibly can have it done.”

Bero also serves as the admin-
istrator for Marinette’s small 
cadre of employees who tend the 
cemeteries year-round. And, cur-
rently, with only three permanent 
cemetery crewmembers this time 
of year, she emphasized her grat-
itude for the additional support 
from the public works and water 
utility departments in efforts 
to spruce up and beautify the 
lawns, headstones, mausoleums 

and other areas for the upcoming 
weekend and Memorial Day cer-
emonies.

“This week it was all call, to get 
anybody in there to help get the 
cemeteries ready,” Bero said. “We 
try to keep it looking nice and we 
try to have everything ready for 
Memorial Day … and maintain-
ing the grass is constant. They get 
done on one end and they have to 
start right back up.”

As the past several days 
revealed, tending the cemeter-
ies throughout the year often 
comes down to keeping up with 
the weather, a point addressed 
by Public Works Superintendent 

Patrick Carlson following the 

work crew’s early morning mus-

ter Wednesday morning, just 

before workers converged on For-

est Home Cemetery for a long day 

on the mowers or toting a weed 

whacker.

“We have to trim every head-

stone and cut the grass,” Carl-

son said. “And it’s been raining 

on and off. When we get this kind 

of hot, humid weather the grass 

(growth) explodes”

Moreover, throughout the 

spring and summer, accord-

ing to Scott Walters, a lead 

groundskeeper for the city’s cem-

eteries, with six workers and 

three lawnmowers, it takes four 

to five days to weed eat all three 

cemeteries and about three to 

four days to cut grass.

However, all that works turns 

back to the origins and purpose 

behind Memorial Day, which 

in many ways, derives its origin 

from the Nation’s cemeteries.

 TRACING  THE  

REMEMBRANCE

When it comes to the num-

ber of lives lost, of all U.S. mili-

tary conflicts, the Civil War tore 

through American families worse 

than any other, claiming over 

600,000 men and women from 

both sides. According to History.

com, that considerable burden 

required the country to establish 

the first national cemeteries. The 

war ended in the spring of 1865 

and by the close of that decade, 

Americans throughout the land 

had begun to congregate in cem-

eteries each spring, bearing flow-

ers and prayers for loved ones’ 

graves to remember and honor 

the sacrifice.

Initially known as Decoration 

Day after Gen. Logan called for a 

national day of remembrance in 
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Marinette-area resident Tony Linczeski places carnations Wednesday morning at the Forest Home Ceme-
tery headstone of World War II veteran Robert Diamond, who received a Purple Heart for wounds sustained 
in combat during the invasion of Normandy. Diamond is the father of Linczeski’s wife.

‘All hands on deck’ to spruce 
up Marinette’s cemeteries

Marinette County Board has a new home
By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Nice acoustics, more elbow 

room and plenty of space for the public. The 

Marinette County Board conducted its first 

meeting Tuesday in its new board room on the 

first floor of the courthouse.

County Administrator John Lefebvre 

explained that the room is still a work in prog-

ress. He said new lighting just arrived, but it has 

not been installed yet.

For the past few months, because of COVID-

19, the board has met at the Herbert L. Williams 

Theatre on the UW-Green Bay Marinette cam-

pus. That location offered more space and an 

opportunity to social distance as opposed to the 

old county board room on the third floor of the 

courthouse.

Lefebvre said committee meetings will also 

be conducted in the new venue. He said the roll-

ing tables can be moved and configured to meet 

any size of committee.

“I think it’s a little bit larger,” he said of 

the location. “If we need to, we can provide 

microphones at any given time during the 

meetings.”

Lefebvre said the Health and Human Ser-

vices Board can still meet at the HHSD build-

ing if it desires, or it can meet in the new board 

room.

The county also is looking to move the 

Clerk of Courts office from the second floor of 
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Marinette County Board supervisors met Tuesday for the first time in their new board room. It is 
located on the first floor of the courthouse.

Clock is ticking for county to find sex offender housing
By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Nothing has 

changed since about two weeks ago 

when Marinette County Admin-

istrator John Lefebvre told the 

Administrative Committee the 

county still has not found a place 

to house a Wisconsin Chapter 980 

violent sex offender. If the county 

doesn’t find housing for that person 

by June 10, it could face monetary 

sanctions.

Lefebvre delivered that same 

message to the entire county board 

Tuesday at its regular monthly 

meeting.

“We continue to search for a 

vendor who will enter into a lease 

with DHS (Department of Health 

Services),” he said.

The 980 Committee met in 

closed session Thursday. Follow-

ing the meeting, Lefebvre said 

there was plenty of discussion, but 

no progress has been made.

“I don’t know if a week is going 

to do us any good,” he said referring 

to the next 980 Committee meet-

ing set for June 9. “The reason we 

picked the 9th is it’s the day before 

(the deadline). It gives us as much 

time as we possibly can have before 

the (deadline).”

At Tuesday’s county board meet-

ing, he said, “At the present time 

options for placement are limited 

to none. There are no good viable 

options.”

The county received notice 

Feb. 10 that an offender (James 

Harris, 52) from the Sand Ridge 

Secure Treatment Center in Maus-

ton, Wisconsin, will be released 

to Marinette County. That center 

houses “Chapter 980” offenders, 

which according to state statutes 

are labeled “Sexually Violent Per-

son Commitments.”
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