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100 YEARS AGO: The trip to Wausaukee Tuesday, 
Oct. 12 was a long to be remembered event. The 
expedition to the great land clearing celebration 
was a success in every detail. Over 150 cars left 
Marinette and traveled to the upper metropolis 
in a festive manner with banners flying, cars 
decorated and everyone happy. The long train hit 
Peshtigo pike about 10 o’clock, reached Coleman 
about 11 o’clock and Wausaukee about 1:30. 
The weather was ideal. At Coleman, the town was 
in festive array but better yet pretty girls carrying 
wash baskets filled with sandwiches met hungry 
visitors and munching the toothsome ham combi-
nations was the other od the day and it was done 
right vigorously. In fact, more than one Marinette 
visitor went back for his third and fourth helping. 
Then the Coleman people were in force to make 
everyone feel happy and they did it nicely. 
50 YEARS AGO: “Does this community real-
ly want a YMCA? Can this community afford a 

YMCA?” These were the blunt questions posed 
today by Sim Trotter, president, on behalf of the 
officers and directors of Greater M and M YMCA. 
At a press conference held this morning at the 
Marinette Area Chamber of Commerce building, 
Trotter revealed that the YMCA is faced with 
operating deficits of nearly $35,000. They will 
increase to $45,000 by the end of the year if the 
present trend continues, he said. The officers 
and directors of the organization stated frank-
ly that the future of the YMCA is critical. They 
revealed that, because of a shortage of funds, 
operations have been on a “hand-to-mouth” 
basis for several weeks. According to Trotter, the 
YMCA needs $6,500 by Friday to meet its imme-
diate needs such as payroll. 
25 YEARS AGO: Proposed changes in 
Wisconsin’s juvenile code could mean the 
implementation of a get-tough approach with 
both youth offenders and parents. If approved 

by the Senate and Gov. Tommy Thompson, 
these changes could be in place by Jan. 1, Tom 
Matykowski, juvenile court intake worker, told 
the approximately 20 parents and teachers 
Thursday at the middle school. Some of the 
proposed changes include: lowering the age 
youths are considered juveniles from 18 to 17 
for adult type crimes such as disorderly con-
duct and retail theft. However, the juvenile age 
would remain 18 for things such as truancy and 
uncontrollable youths; Lowering the age youths 
can be waived into adult court from 14 to 10; 
lowering the age of youths can be considered 
delinquents from 12 to 10. Some proposed 
changes also take a get-tough approach with 
parents. 
10 YEARS AGO: An earthquake. That’s what one 
expert believes caused the ground to mound 
and a giant crack to form in a wooded area just 
north of Menominee last week. Eileen Heider 

said she heard a loud sound and felt her recliner 

move around 8:30 last Monday morning. A check 

around the house failed to turn up anything 

unusual. It wasn’t until her companion went for 

a walk the next day did the mystery reveal itself. 

During a trek into the woods, Doug Salewski 

discovered a crack the length of two football 

fields measuring upwards of four feet deep. The 

earth was also heaved up 15 feet at one spot. 

News of the strange phenomenon spread quickly. 

Wayne Pennington a geophysicist at Michigan 

Tech in Houghton said he heard about it while at 

a meeting in Denver, Colorado. Pennington, who 

is also the chairman of the Geological & Mining 

Engineering and Sciences Department, said in 

his 17 years on the job, he’s never seen anything 

like it in Upper Michigan.

MARINETTE — Marinette 
County’s Infrastructure 
Committee met Wednesday to 
discuss road improvements and 
preparations for the winter sea-
son.  

Highway Commissioner Eric 
Burmeister, reported on the work 
the Highway Department has 
undertaken in the past month. 
“Right now we are still spray 
patching, and right now we are 
working up on County Trunk I, 
trying to fix some areas which are 

breaking up with chip sealing. We 

are also working on rebuilding the 

road shoulders on County Trunk 

roads C and W,” he said. 

Burmeister also announced a 

new mutual assistance program 

with neighboring counties to help 

maintain the highways through-

out the area during the current 

COVID-19 crisis. 

“The impact that COVID would 

have on the Highway Department 

could be disastrous. If we were to 

have an outbreak in one of our 

shops this winter, and be down 

five or six operators, it’s going to 

make things very difficult for us 

and other counties,” he said. “With 
this assistance program, this win-
ter if I need additional operators to 
help with snow I can call a county 
which isn’t being impacted by a 
winter storm and have them come 
up and help us.” 

Winter training for both the 
Highway Department and all 
Marinette Emergency Services 
will be put together by Burmeister 
in the next few weeks. “We need 
this training so emergency ser-
vices know what our winter oper-
ation policies are,” he explained. 

After Burmeister concluded his 
report the meeting moved on to 
discussing the renovation of the 
former jail into the county’s new 
resource center.

Facilities Director Martin 
Keyport reported that almost all 
the building’s important systems 
have been connected, tested and 

the building is almost ready to be 
moved into. “You can’t even believe 
the transformation this building 
has gone through,” Keyport said. 
“Everything is just beautiful.” 

“Everyone working on this 
building is really blazing through 
and doing some great work,” 
he continued. “Our green roof 
area will be coming in a couple 
of weeks. We’re still on time, on 
track, on schedule and within 
budget. The only thing we’re wait-
ing on is the elevator due to some 
COVID delays, but hopefully they 
will be here by next Monday.” 

Keyport then went on to give 
his parks report, focusing mainly 
on the massive amount of use the 
campsites are receiving.  

“We did a Halloween event at 
Twin Bridge campground and it 
had gone quite well, Folks got real-
ly excited about it,” said Keyport. 

“Right now all our caretakers are 

running their tails off to keep 

up with restrooms and garbage 

because our parks and camp-

grounds have been somewhat 

overrun, in a good way, We’re just 

trying to keep up the best we can 

right now,”. 

Also, Forestry Administrator 

Pete Villas reported that several 

fire towers on Marinette County 

lands will be dismantled. “The 

DNR hasn’t received any bids 

for some towers, so what’s going 

to happen is that the state will 

be going in and dismantling the 

towers that they couldn’t sell and 

removing them,” he said.

Villas also reported on a meet-

ing with the DNR discussing 

future plans for tree regeneration 

plans and deer management in 

the spring.

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com 

Highway leader eyes winter season
Marinette County enters into 

deal with nearby counties

LANSING, Mich. — Law 
enforcement took steps 
to protect Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer and her 
family as authorities tracked 
the men who allegedly plot-
ted for months to kidnap 
her, the state’s attorney gen-
eral said Friday.

Dana Nessel disclosed 
the detail to “CBS This 
Morning.” She said the 
Democratic governor was 
consistently updated about 
the investigation over the 
past couple months.

“She was aware of things 
that were happening,” 
Nessel said. “At times, she 
and her family had been 
moved around as a result of 
activities that law enforce-
ment was aware of.”

Authorities announced 
Thursday that they foiled 
a stunning plot to kidnap 
Whitmer in a scheme that 
involved months of plan-
ning and even rehearsals to 
snatch her from her vaca-
tion home before the Nov. 
3 elections. Whitmer’s first 
term as governor does not 
end until 2022.

Six men were charged in 
federal court with conspir-
ing to kidnap the governor 
in reaction to what they 
viewed as her “uncontrolled 
power,” according to a fed-
eral complaint. Separately, 
seven others linked to a 
paramilitary group called 

the Wolverine Watchmen 
were charged in state court 
for allegedly seeking to 
storm the Michigan Capitol 
and seek a “civil war,” 
including four who allegedly 
helped to surveil Whitmer’s 
house.

The two groups trained 
together and planned “vari-
ous acts of violence,” accord-
ing to the state police.

Surveillance for the kid-
napping plot took place in 
August and September, 
according to an FBI affida-
vit, and four of the men had 
planned to meet Wednesday 
to “make a payment on 
explosives and exchange 
tactical gear.”

“We thought it was time 
to move in before anybody 
lost their lives,” Nessel said.

Whitmer, who was con-
sidered as Biden’s run-
ning mate, has been wide-
ly praised for her response 
to the coronavirus but 
also sharply criticized by 
Republican lawmakers and 
people in conservative areas 
of the state. The Capitol has 
been the site of many ral-
lies, including ones with 

gun-toting protesters call-
ing for her ouster.

The FBI quoted one of 
the men accused of conspir-
ing to kidnap Whitmer as 
saying she “has no checks 
and balances at all. She 
has uncontrolled power 
right now. All good things 
must come to an end.” That 
same man, Adam Fox, who 
was described as one of the 
leaders in the alleged plot, 
livestreamed a video to a 
private Facebook group “in 
which he complained about 
the judicial system and the 
state controlling the open-
ing of gyms,” according to 
the federal complaint.

Whiter closed gyms in 
March but reopened them 
in some areas in June and 
statewide in September.

Authorities said the plots 
were stopped with the work 
of undercover agents and 
informants. The men were 
arrested Wednesday night. 
The six charged in federal 
court face up to life in pris-
on if convicted. State terror-
ism charges the other seven 
men face carry a possible 
20-year sentence.

Andrew Birge, the 
U.S. attorney in western 
Michigan, called the men 
“violent extremists.” They 
discussed detonating explo-
sive devices — including 
under a highway bridge 
— to divert police from the 
area near Whitmer’s vaca-
tion home and Fox bought a 
Taser to use in the kidnap-
ping, Birge said.

“All of us in Michigan can 
disagree about politics, but 
those disagreements should 
never, ever amount to vio-
lence. Violence has been 
prevented today,” Detroit 
U.S. Attorney Matthew 
Schneider said Thursday.

A few hours later, 
Whitmer pinned some 
blame on President Donald 
Trump, noting that he did 
not condemn white suprem-
acists in last week’s debate 
with Joe Biden and instead 
told a far-right group to 
“stand back and stand by.”

“Hate groups heard the 
president’s words not as a 
rebuke but as a rallying cry, 
as a call to action,” Whitmer 
said.

Trump tweeted that the 
governor “has done a terri-
ble job” and again called on 
her to “open up your state.” 
He also tweeted: “I do not 
tolerate ANY extreme vio-

lence.”

Whitmer had put major 

restrictions on personal 

movement and the econo-

my to control the spread of 

the coronavirus, although 

many of those limits have 

been lifted since spring.

The governor has 

exchanged barbs with 

Trump before on social 

media, with the presi-

dent declaring in April, 

“LIBERATE MICHIGAN!” 

There is no indication in 

the criminal complaint, 

however, that the men were 

inspired by Trump.
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AG says Whitmer was 
aware of plot against her

The Associated Press

In this March 5, 2020, file photo, Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel speaks during 
a news conference in Lansing, Mich. Nessel has charged seven people with plotting to 
target law enforcement and attack the state Capitol building. The announcement comes 
after six others were charged with plotting to kidnap Michigan Democratic Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer at her vacation home in reaction to what they viewed as her “uncontrolled 
power,” according to a criminal complaint unsealed Thursday.

““We thought it was time to move in 

before anybody lost their lives.”

Dana Nessel

Michigan Attorney General

OCONTO— There is significant uncon-
trolled spread of COVID-19 in Oconto 
County, according to health officials. This 
uncontrolled spread directly impacts the 
healthcare system, schools and public health 
response, they stated in a press release.

The joint statement was signed by: 
Christopher P. Brabant, president and 
CEO of HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital 
in Oconto Falls; James Dietsche, CEO of 
Bellin Health Oconto Hospital; and Debra 
Konitzer, Oconton County Public Health 
Officer.

The uncontrolled spread of COVID-19 
has led to an increase in hospitalizations 
and is straining our health care system, 
the statement reads. Oconto County hos-
pitals have activated their emergency 
plans. Currently, 17% of hospital beds are 
available in a seven-county region which 
includes Oconto County. This limited 
capacity is very concerning as we head 
into flu season. Some 4,425 Wisconsin res-
idents were hospitalized due to influenza 
during the 2019-2020 season.

“It is extremely important that our com-
munities remain vigilant in their actions 
and how they contribute to the spread 
of COVID-19,” said Chris Brabant, presi-
dent and CEO, HSHS St. Clare Memorial 

Hospital. “If you are experiencing symp-
toms of COVID-19 or have been exposed, 
please get tested at one of the testing sites 
in our county and not the emergency room. 
This is one of the ways to help control the 
spread.”

Due to the rapid surge of cases, Oconto 
County Public Health is operating at crisis 
capacity and is no longer able to reach out 
to all positive cases in a timely manner. In 
addition, public health is no longer able to 
call the contacts of the positive case. This 
delay in calling the positive cases and inabil-
ity to call the close contacts to give isolation 
and quarantine guidelines hampers efforts 
to contain the virus.

Oconto County healthcare providers, 
public health are imploring our residents 
to unite and act now to stop the spread 
of COVID-19. Masking is one strategy to 
stop the spread. “We know masking works, 
and it’s a simple way to protect yourself 
and those around you,” said Bellin Health 
Oconto Hospital CEO Jim Dietsche. “It’s an 
important way to show caring for others, 
and to help ensure businesses can stay 
open and our communities can continue 
to thrive.”

We can no longer be divided when 
it comes to this illness, it is time work 

together as a community and protect each 

other. “We cannot ignore the science.” stat-

ed Debra Konitzer, Oconto County Health 

Officer. “We can prevent deaths. We can 

keep our family and friends out of hospi-

tals. We can all do our part to protect each 

other.”

Health officials offer the following advice 

to ACT NOW-Stop the Spread:

■ Indoors, do not gather with people that 
you do not live with. This means stay home 

as much as possible, and avoid parties, 

reunions, weddings and other gatherings.

Outdoors, limit gatherings to 10 or less 

people while maintaining 6 feet of space 

from each other and wearing masks.

■ Wear a face mask while in public.
■ Keep 6 feet of space from others while 

in public.

■ Wash your hands often with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds.

■ If you have COVID-19 symptoms, get 
tested and stay home while waiting for test 

results.

■ Follow isolation and quarantine guide-
lines.

For more information, visit www.oconto-

countycovid.info.

Oconto County health leaders call 
for united action vs. COVID
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Gridiron gear
Steven Hubert, Menominee, helps his son 
Grayson Hubert, 9, suit up for Marinette 
Youth Football practice recently in 
Marinette.


