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TODAY: Partly to mostly 
cloudy with a chance of rain

HIGH: 71     LOW: 60
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NO PAPER MONDAY
Because of the Labor Day holiday 

there will be no EagleHerald print 

edition on Monday. There will be a 

print edition on Tuesday, in addi-

tion to Wednesday and Friday.

Philipps trial begins 
in Menominee County

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—To give 

Ryan Joseph Philipps of 

Menominee Township a 

fair trial in an attempted 

murder case, the Michigan 

court system appointed 

47th Circuit Court Judge 

John Economopoulos of 

Escanaba to hear the case, 

which started Tuesday at 

the Menominee County 

Courthouse with prelimi-

nary jury selection.

Menominee County 

prosecuting attorney Jef-

frey Rogg said he recused 

himself from the case, as 

did the two judges who 

typically hear circuit court 

cases in Menominee. “I 

disqualified myself. The 

two judges here in our 

circuit disqualified them-

selves because they employ 

Menominee attorney Ran-

dall Philipps as part of 

the public defenders con-

tract,” Rogg said Wednes-

day. “I disqualified myself 

because I work with Mr. 

Philipps literally every day 

of the week. It wouldn’t 

pass the smell test.”

Assistant State Attor-

ney Robert Hayes is the 

prosecuting attorney, and 

attorney Trenton Stupak is 

defending Ryan Philipps, 

the son of Randall Philipps.

According to a court 

document provided by 

Rogg, Philipps is charged 

with four felony counts, 

including assault with 

intent to murder, pun-

ishable with a maximum 

life sentence, assault with 

intent to do great bodily 

harm less than murder or 
by strangulation, punish-
able with a maximum of 10 
years in prison or $5,000, 
assault with a dangerous 
weapon, punishable with 
a maximum sentence of 
four years in prison and a 
fine of $2,000, and reck-
less driving causing seri-
ous impairment of a body 
function, punishable with 
a maximum sentence of 
four years and $2,000.

A story posted online 
Sept. 1 referenced accu-
sations based on opening 
statements in the case and 
earlier news reports.

In opening statements, 
jurors were told they’ll be 
deciding whether Philipps 
actually intended to kill his 
long-time friend. They also 
heard from the first two 
witnesses, including Bar-
ley and an accident recon-
struction witness, Stupak 
said. Several more wit-
nesses were expected to 

Fight over money from marijuana 
preceded incident with serious injuries

Thinking outside the box

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Katie Kostelecky strode 

into the break room at Michael J. Biehl 

(MJB) Signs and put a model on the table. 

It was a three-dimensional rectangle 

made from folded paper and printed with 

the image of a red-eyed tree frog.

“This little guy’s my favorite,” Kost-

elecky said, “You can see we had to arrange 

the image so that it looks good on the box.”

The model is a miniature represent-

ing one of five utility boxes in the City 

of Marinette that Michael J. Biehl (MJB) 

Signs, a sign and banner service, cov-

ered with images from local photogra-

phers. Kostelecky and Lisa Perket, who 

both work in graphic art design, sales and 

installs at MJB Signs, finished installing 

the wraps Wednesday.

Former Marketing and Tourism Direc-

tor Melissa Ebsch conceived of the util-

ity box project and organized a Facebook 

competition to collect images from local 

photographers. Mayor Steve Genisot, 

Mayor’s Assistant and Community Devel-

opment Specialist Jan Kust, Council Pres-

ident and Alderperson At-Large Dorothy 

Kowalski and Ebsch made up the jury that 

selected the photographs for the project.

The boxes are located at the intersec-

tions of U.S. 41 and Main Street, Hattie 

Court and Riverside Avenue, Main Street 

and Wells Street, U.S. 41 and State Street 
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This monarch butterfly image covers an electrical box at Stephenson Street near Hall 
Avenue in Marinette. It is based off a photo taken by Anne Bartles and is one of five 
electrical boxes in the city that have been wrapped in decorative images.

Some electrical boxes in 
Marinette are now more 

appealing to the eye

Man sent to prison for drug 
deal that led to fatal overdose

M A R I N E T T E — A n 
Oconto man will serve 
time in prison for two drug 
deliveries, including one 
that caused a fatal over-
dose.

Brian Blasing, 31, was 
sentenced Monday in Mari-
nette County Circuit Court 
Branch 2 to 19 years in 
prison, followed by 12 years 
extended supervision. He 
received 17 years, followed 
by 10 years extended super-
vision for first degree reck-
less homicide—deliver 
drugs. He also received two 
years in prison followed by 
two years extended super-
vision for manufacture/
deliver cocaine.

A jury convicted Blas-
ing for delivering fentanyl, 
which caused the death of 

Terry West-
phal in Feb-
ruary 2019 
in the Town 
of Pound, 
according 
to a press 
r e l e a s e 
from Mari-
n e t t e 
County Dis-

trict Attorney DeShea Mor-
row. The cocaine delivery 
crime took place in Jan-
uary 2019 in the Town of 
Peshtigo.

At sentencing, Morrow 
stated that Blasing had 
reckless disregard for life 
because he continued to 
deliver drugs even though 
he knew that the drugs 
could be potent enough to 
kill. Blasing continued to 

reach out to the source of 

the drugs that killed West-

phal even after Blasing 

knew of Westphal’s death, 

Morrow told the court.

Circuit Judge James 

Morrison said he wanted to 

send a message that there 

will be a significant penalty 

for someone who delivers 

drugs that cause another 

person’s death.

Blasing’s co-defen-

dant, Chasity Denny, 31, 

Taycheedah Correctional 

Institution, Fond du Lac, 

Wisconsin, entered pleas 

to delivery of schedule II 

narcotics and delivery of 

cocaine, both as a party to 

a crime, in these cases. She 

was sentenced by Morrison 

Blasing

Menominee County budget slated to rise 2.9%
By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The Menominee 

County finance committee examined 

the county’s proposed $8.86 million 

2021-22 budget Wednesday and dis-

cussed ways to trim costs or generate 

new revenue.

The proposed budget represents an 

increase of about 2.9% or $253,698 from 

the current 2020-21 budget, according 

to documents County Administrator 

Jason Carviou provided to the Eagle-

Herald Thursday.

Committee members said imposing 

a $5 use fee in county parks could gen-

erate new revenue. If county commis-

sioners decide to approve a park use-

fee, the county likely would discon-

tinue gate fees and boat landing fees 

at Shakey Lakes Park and boat landing 

fees at Stoney Point and Mason parks, 

Carviou said.

The county commissioners are 

scheduled to vote on the 2021-22 bud-

get at the end of September. A public 

hearing on the budget is slated for Sept. 
14. That meeting will likely start at 
4:45 p.m. to accommodate public com-
ments.

While COVID-19 took a toll on some 
area businesses, the county’s budget 
wasn’t unduly affected, Carviou said.

Aside from an estimated $12,000 
decline in convention and tourism tax 
revenues, he said, “Otherwise no, over-
all COVID didn’t really affect our bud-
geting forecast this year.”

The county received some federal 
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Menominee County Administrator Jason Carviou, 
back, discusses the proposed 2021-2022 budget 
Wednesday at a finance committee meeting.

See TRIAL, A2

See ART, A3See DRUGS, A3

See BUDGET, A2


