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Good morning,

Neil Gregerson!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly cloudy with scat-

tered showers
HIGH: 69  LOW: 51

TWO SECTIONS $1.00TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2020

Residents of both Menominee 

and downtown Marinette expe-

rienced a power outage Monday 

afternoon.

According to Matt Cullen, 

a senior communications spe-

cialist for Wisconsin Public 

Service (WPS), the outage 
began around 1 p.m. Monday 
and left roughly 5,300 custom-
ers without power until about 
4:30 p.m. He said the issue 
was related to a transmission 
equipment malfunction. He 
also said crews from WPS were 
at the scene assisting crews 
from American Transmission 
Company, who Cullen said owns 
the equipment that had the mal-

function.
Since the equipment was 

owned by American Transmission, 
Cullen said he couldn’t com-
ment on what had gone wrong 
with the equipment. American 
Transmission could not be 
reached for comment.

In Marinette, the power outage 
was limited mostly to the down-
town area, resulting in the closure 
of City Hall and many businesses, 

while making the drive through 
the city’s busiest intersections a 
challenge.

“It sure made traffic flow 
interesting,” Marinette Police 
Chief John Mabry said, adding 
that his department didn’t have 
the manpower available to direct 
traffic. Instead, it created tempo-
rary four-way stops as needed by 
unlocking the fold-out stop signs 
at non-functioning stoplights. 

This included the intersections 
along Hall Avenue at both Main 
and Stephenson streets.

“Those are congested areas, 
and it did slow things down. 
We just hope that people would 
be patient and wait their turn,” 
Mabry said.

EagleHerald Staff Writer 

John Morton contributed to 

this report.

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

Area impacted by power outage

MARINETTE — Wisconsin 

Governor Tony Evers declared a 

Public Health Emergency Thursday, 

due to the COVID-19 coronavirus 

pandemic and the virus’ uncontrol-

lable spread. As a measure to pre-

vent further spread, he ordered the 

widespread use of face masks or 

face coverings.

The order took effect Saturday, 

but many law enforcement officials 

throughout the state have declined 

to enforce the governor’s order due 

to a lack of resources and person-

nel.

When asked about the mask 

mandate and what local law 

enforcement would be doing about 

the order, Marinette County Sheriff 

Jerry Sauve, said: “We are encour-

aging people to follow the order.” 

However, he also stated that enforc-

ing the order 100% of the time 

would be impractical.

“It’s a lot like seatbelts, people 

have to take their own safety into 

their own hands,” said Sauve.

“We just don’t have the time or 

personnel to respond to every case 

of someone not wearing a mask in 

public,” said Sauve. “If a business 

calls in complaining that a patron 

is not respecting their mask policy, 

we will respond.”

The City of Marinette Police 

Chief John Marby reiterated: “If a 

business calls in a complaint, the 

police will treat it as if someone is 

causing a disturbance or is tres-

passing.”

When asked about the possibil-

ity of enforcing the mask mandate 

in the future if the pandemic con-

tinues, Marby said: “We will cross 

that bridge when we come to it.”

Currently, the order is set to 

expire on September 28, or by a 

subsequent emergency order by the 

governor.

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

Enforcing new mask 
mandate proves impractical

 

MARINETTE – The City 

of Marinette hopes some 

creative photographers will 

put the final touches on a 

creative idea.

Through the end of 

Thursday, its Marketing 

Committee is requesting 

photo submissions that 

will serve as vinyl wraps 

upon five highly visible 

utility boxes throughout 

Marinette. Residents are 

asked to send in a favorite 

image of artwork, a person, 

a place, or a thing found 

either in the city or within 

the county limits that depict 

life or history in the area. 

The committee will select 

five submissions that will 

be transformed into a col-

orful covering, with instal-

lation to take place in the 

fall. Forsaken Customs of 

Green Bay has been hired 

to produce the wraps.

“Who wants to look at 

an ugly utility box?” said 

Melissa Ebsch, the city’s 

marketing & tourism direc-

tor, who helped initiate the 

idea two years ago. “Here’s 

your chance to help add 

some beauty to our city.”

After obtaining a bud-

get of $3,200 for the project 

from the city’s Room Tax 

Commission, the city post-

ed an invitation last week 

on its Facebook page for 

entries. As of Monday, it had 

received more than 50.

The locations of the 

boxes that will receive a 

makeover are:

■ Riverside Drive
■ Across from City Hall
■  Near Walgreens on 

Hall Avenue

■ Outside the Marinette 
Menominee Area Chamber 

of Commerce

■ Outside the Simply 
Charming Boutique at the 

corner of Hall Avenue and 

Main Street

In the future, Ebsch said 

she hopes to expand the 

project to additional loca-

tions.

By JOHN MORTON

EagleHerald staff writer

jmorton@eagleherald.com

From blasé to beautiful

MARINETTE – It was the 
usual summertime hustle and 
bustle at the Waterfront Store 
on Monday, and 30 minutes of 

observation at the Ogden Street 
business shed some light on 
how residents were treating the 
second round of a statewide 
mask mandate put into place 
Saturday.

Of the 25 people who entered 
the store, seven wore a mask, 
16 did not and two did an 
about-face as they were about 
to enter without one, instead 
returning to their car to strap 
one on.

Menominee’s Dylan Thomas 

By JOHN MORTON

EagleHerald staff writer

jmorton@eagleherald.com

Businesses, residents 
adjust to masks

See MASKS, A3
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Kari Waltermate, an employee of Jack’s Fresh Market in Marinette, 
takes money from an unnamed customer Monday in Marinette.

““It’s a lot like seatbelts, people have to take their 

own safety into their own hands.”

Jerry Sauve

Marinette County Sheriff

■ Wisconsin 
mandate took 

effect Saturday

Law enforcement encourages compliance
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Moving target 
Cheyenne Martino-Johnson, 4 months, reacts as her mother Ashley Martino-
Johnson, Menominee, and her sister Cheyenne Martino-Johnson, 7, play peek and 
tag at the Swings and Things playground Friday in Menominee.

Utility boxes to be updated with photos
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