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Biden’s 1st Cabinet picks
expected Tuesday
President-elect
pledges diverse staff

“

“I, frankly, do think it’s time to—well, it was past time
By ALEXANDRA JAFFE
to start a transition, to at least cooperate with the
Associated Press
transition”
Sen. Kevin Cramer
WILMINGTON, Del. —PresiR-North Dakota
dent-elect Joe Biden’s first Cabinet picks are coming Tuesday
and planning is underway for a
pandemic-modified inauguration
in January as his team moves forward despite roadblocks from the
Trump administration.
Ron Klain, Biden’s incoming
chief of staff, offered no details
Sunday about which department heads Biden would first
announce. The Associated Press
has reported that Biden could

name his nominee for secretary
of state or treasury secretary this
coming week.
Biden has pledged to build the
most diverse government in modern history, and he and his team
often speak about their desire
for his administration to reflect
America. He is being watched to
see whether he will make history

by nominating the first woman
to lead the Pentagon, the Treasury Department or the Department of Veterans Affairs, or the
first African American at the top of
the Defense Department, the Interior Department or the Treasury
Department.
Biden said last week he had
settled on his pick for treasury

The Associated Press
President-elect Joe Biden leaves St. Ann Parish, Saturday, in Wilmington, Del.
secretary.
Klain said the Trump administration’s refusal to clear the way
for Biden’s team to have access to
key information about agencies
and federal dollars for the transition is taking its toll on planning, including the Cabinet selection process. Trump’s General Services Administration has yet to

acknowledge that Biden won the
election—a determination that
would remove those roadblocks.
“We’re not in a position to get
background checks on Cabinet
nominees. And so there are definite impacts. Those impacts escalate every day,” Klain told ABC’s
“This Week.”

See BIDEN, A3

Trump team making false argument
about his 2016 transition
By JONATHAN LEMIRE
Associated Press
WASHINGTON —It’s not just President-elect Joe Biden’s transition that’s
under a microscope.
President Donald Trump and his
allies are harking back to his own
transition four years ago to make a
false argument that his own presidency was denied a fair chance for a
clean launch. Press secretary Kayleigh

McEnany laid out the case from the
White House podium last week and
the same idea has been floated by
Trump’s personal lawyer and his former director of national intelligence.
The comparisons are part of a
broader attempt by Trump and his
team to undermine the legitimacy of
Biden’s election and his right to an
orderly transition by unspooling mistruths about both this election season
and Trump’s treatment four years ago.
“It’s worth remembering that this

president was never given an orderly
transition of power. His presidency
was never accepted,” McEnany told
reporters who questioned the Trump
administration’s refusal to cooperate
with the Biden transition.
But the situations are far different.
The day after her defeat in 2016,
Democrat Hillary Clinton conceded.
“Donald Trump is going to be our
president,” she said. “We owe him an

See TRUMP, A3

Michigan leaders not
asked to break law

The Associated Press
Milwaukee county election officials address concerns with
the counting process in the commission review area at the
presidential election recount at the Wisconsin Center Saturday in Milwaukee.

Wisconsin election
recount continues
Trump supporters challenge pile up
By MICHAEL TARM

By DAVID EGGERT

LANSING, Mich. —President Donald
Trump did not ask Michigan Republican
lawmakers to “break the law” or “interfere” with the election during a meeting at
the White House, a legislative leader said
Sunday, a day before canvassers plan to
meet about whether to certify Joe Biden’s
154,000-vote victory in the battleground
state.
House Speaker Lee Chatfield was among
seven GOP legislators who met with Trump
for about an hour on Friday, amid his longshot efforts to block Biden’s win.
“There was this outrage that the president was going to ask us to break the law,
he was going to ask us to interfere, and
that just simply didn’t happen,” he told Fox
News of the highly unusual meeting. He
did not elaborate on what was discussed,
except to say the delegation asked for additional federal aid to help Michigan’s coronavirus response.
Michigan’s elections agency has recommended that the Nov. 3 results—including
Biden’s 2.8-percentage point victory—be
certified by the Board of State Canvassers,
which has two Democrats and two Republicans. The Republican National Committee and the state Republican Party want the
board to adjourn for 14 days to investigate
alleged irregularities in Wayne County, the
state’s largest and home to Detroit.
Staff for the state elections bureau said
that claimed irregularities, even if verified,
would not significantly affect the outcome.
The Michigan Democratic Party said the
total number of Detroit votes implicated by
imbalanced precincts—where the number
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In this Jan. 30 file photo, Senate Majority
Leader Mike Shirkey, R-Clarklake, right,
and House Speaker Lee Chatfield, R-Levering, left, speak to the media at the
Michigan Capitol in Lansing, Mich.
of ballots does not equal the number of
names on the pollbook—is at most 450, or
“0.029% of the margin” separating Biden
from Trump.
“The certification process must not be
manipulated to serve as some sort of retroactive referendum on the expressed will of
the voters. That is simply not how democracy works,” chairwoman Lavora Barnes
wrote to the board on Sunday.
If the board does not confirm the results
and the Michigan Supreme Court does not
subsequently order it to do so, Chatfield
said “now we have a constitutional crisis.”
He and other Republicans, however, have
indicated that they would not undermine
the voters’ will.
“Michigan election law clearly requires
that the state’s electors must be those nominated by the party that received the most
votes—not the Legislature,” says a stock
email House Republicans are sending

See MICHIGAN, A3

MILWAUKEE —Wisconsin recount observer Ardis
Cerny stretched her neck
as far as she could toward a
Plexiglas divider separating
her from two vote counters,
eagle-eyeing them as they
scrutinized ballot papers
one by one.
When one tabulator told
the ardent supporter of
President Donald Trump
she was leaning too far over
a yellow line on a Milwaukee conference-hall floor
meant to keep observers 3
feet away, Cerny bristled.
“I know you don’t want
us to see the ballots,” she
said. “You think we’ll find
something.”
Cerny is part of a large
contingent of pro-Trump
observers participating
in a recount the president
requested and paid $3 million for in the state’s two biggest and most liberal counties, Milwaukee and Dane,
in a long shot bid to erase
Democrat Joe Biden’s more
than 20,000-vote lead after
the initial count.
With no precedent to
erase such a large margin, it’s widely expected
that Trump’s eventual plan
in Wisconsin is litigation
over thousands of absentee
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“I know you don’t
want us to see the
ballots; you think
we’ll see something”
Ardis Cerny
Presindet Dontal Trump
supporter
ballots that he argues were
improperly cast.
But that doesn’t mean
his recount observers aren’t
trying.
The atmosphere inside
the convention hall where
Mi l w a u k e e
C o u n t y ’s
recount is taking place has
turned acrimonious and
chaotic at times. Lawyers
for the Trump and Biden
camps constantly walk the
floor monitoring the hundreds of tables over a space
the size of several football
fields.
“We’re chasing our tails
here,” Milwaukee County
Elections Director Julietta
Henry told a three-member commission overseeing the recount Saturday,
referring to the flurry of
challenges by Trump representatives. She said they

See WISCONSIN, A3
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