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TODAY: Partly sunny 
with moderat wind

HIGH: 74     LOW: 59
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Nation: The Westminster dog 

show has seen some changes, 

thanks to the pandemic. B10

Sports: Marines handle Peshtigo 

in softball play. B1

Solar splendor greets dawn ‘treaders’
By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—For a few 

dawning moments in the emerg-

ing crimson skies of Thursday 

morning’s daybreak, an astro-

nomically gargantuan alignment 

treated a handful of anticipating 

spectators to the visual splendors 

of planetary physics and the nat-

ural world.

At precisely 5:05 a.m., the first 

brilliance of the sun’s coronal 

fires flared over the Bay of Green 

Bay’s eastern horizon and thus 

began an approximate 30-minute 

traverse of the moon as it crossed 

the sun. The spectacle blotted out 

approximately one-quarter of the 

sun during the partial eclipse.

Coined a “ring of fire” eclipse, 

according to Space.com, it was 

visible in regions of northern 

Canada, Greenland and the Arc-

tic as a full solar eclipse, creating 

a slivered circle of fire in the sky 

as the moon blocked all but the 

sun’s corona. 

For those in North Amer-

ica, such as the sparse few who 

gathered in the predawn light 

at the end of the Menominee 

North Pier Lighthouse, the bril-

liant display resembled more of 

a gigantic crescent-shaped fire 
that appeared to ignite a few hazy 
clouds.

A few members of the 
Menekaunee Harbor Sunrise 
Paddlers, whose early morning 
gumptions regularly brings them 
out with their kayaks and into the 
bay, the eclipse offered moments 
of quiet contemplation atop the 
calm morning waters.

Solar eclipses occur as the 
moon passes between the sun and 
the earth in just the right align-
ment. The relatively rare event 
of a “total” solar eclipse happens 
when the moon’s passage com-
pletely covers the sun.

A “ring of fire” (aka annular) 
eclipse results when the moon’s 
orbit swings to its farthest dis-
tance from the earth as it passes 
before the sun. Due to the dis-
tance, the moon appears too small 
to block the entire sun, allowing 
the star’s corona to encircle a sil-
houette of the earth’s largest sat-
ellite.

However, the moon’s orbit 
does not always align perfectly 
to mask the sun. In that scenario, 
the result takes a bite out of the 
sun, producing a partial eclipse, 
as viewed from the Lighthouse 
pier Thursday morning.

If you missed it, take a gan-
der at the photo. Otherwise, you 

will need to wait until Oct. 14, 

just before Halloween in 2023, 

for the next North American 

eclipse, according to NASA.gov 

(eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEde-

cade/SEdecade2021.html). Or, 

if you are really keen on it, you 

could venture down to Antarc-

tica, S. Africa, or the southern 

part of the Atlantic Ocean later 

this year on Dec. 4 to view a 

total solar eclipse in the South-

ern Hemisphere.

Until then you can learn all 

about solar and lunar eclipses 

as well as planetary transits 

across the sun at two NASA web-

sites: www.nasa.gov/eclipse and 

eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEdecade/

SEdecade2021.html.

EagleHerald/John Liesveld 
Don’t fret, the vanishing sun early Thursday morning did not foreshadow end times. Instead, it represented 
an actual foreshadow (more specifically a silhouette) of the earth’s moon during this partial solar eclipse.

980 panel forwards report to state

By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The Marinette 

County 980 Committee, which is 

faced with the task of finding hous-

ing for a violent sex offender, met in 

closed session for a little more than 30 

minutes Wednesday morning.

The panel returned to open ses-

sion only to approve a motion that 

reads, “Authorize corporation counsel 

to submit recommendation/report as 

discussed in closed session to DHS 

and the court.”

The purpose of the 980 Committee 

is to find housing for a 980 violent sex 

offender who must be placed in Mari-

nette County. The county received 

notice Feb. 10 that an offender (James 

Harris, 52) from the Sand Ridge 

Secure Treatment Center in Mauston, 

Wis., will be released to Marinette 

County. That center houses “Chap-

ter 980” offenders, which according 

to state statutes are labeled “Sexually 

Violent Person Commitments.”

Wisconsin Chapter 980, which 

took effect in 1994, allows civil com-

mitment and treatment for certain 

sex offenders after they complete 

criminal sentences. For many years 

after Chapter 980 took effect, vio-

lent sex offenders have faced hurdles 

finding places to live. In 2017, Act 184 

was adopted which required counties 

where the offenders were convicted to 

find suitable housing after they have 

completed their prison sentences.

The 980 committee previously met 

May 27 and was still struggling to find 

a location. “We continue to search for 

a vendor who will enter into a lease 

with DHS (Department of Health Ser-

vices),” County Administrator John 

Lefebvre said following that meeting.

If the county can’t find housing, it 

could face monetary sanctions up to 

$1,000 per day.

Marinette County still trying to find 
home for violent sex offender

JCI/Tyco presents remediation project 
to Marinette City Council

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Wednes-

day evening, a panel of 

experts in environmental 

engineering, sustainabil-

ity and hydrogeology pro-

vided the Marinette City 

Council its first thorough 

debriefing on a large-scale 

environmental engineering 

project aimed at cleaning 

up a concentrated plume 

of PFAS-contaminated (see 

PFAS primer/other infor-

mation) groundwater in 

Marinette.

Since 2017, extensive 

efforts to investigate the 

extent of the contamina-

tion and plausible solutions 

for its envi-
r o n m e n -
tal remedi-
ation both 
remained a 
priority for 
many resi-
dents and 
city, state 

and industry officials. That 
year Tyco Fire Products LP 
(Tyco), a subsidiary of John-
son Controls Inc., began 
notifying area residents and 
Marinette officials of PFAS 
contamination that origi-
nated from historic opera-
tions at its Fire Technology 
Center (FTC). For decades, 
the leaching of PFAS into 
the soil and groundwater 
beneath the FTC created 
a large plume of contam-
inated groundwater that 

stretches under much of 
the city and neighboring 
Town of Peshtigo (TOP).

However, after several 
years of site investigation 
and design work, in con-
junction with, and under 
the oversight of, the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), Tyco and 
JCI (JCI/Tyco) stand ready 
to implement the construc-
tion of an elaborate and siz-
able technological solution 
known as the groundwater 
extraction and treatment 
system (GETS). Officials 
with the DNR also attended 
Wednesday night’s presen-
tation at City Hall.

“I think it is a move in the 
right direction,” said Mayor 
Steve Genisot on Thurs-
day, after the presentation. 

“And I think the fact that 

the DNR was present and 

they are certainly involved 

in the process … is good. 

And again we want to keep 

working on the remedia-

tion of this issue.”

Backed by three years of 

rigorous investigative sci-

ence accumulated during 

detailed sight investiga-

tions of the contamination 

area, JCI/Tyco Chief Sus-

tainability Officer Katie 

McGinty informed the 

council that the system tar-

gets a “lion’s share” of the 

most concentrated areas of 

the contamination.

“It is a major piece of 

finally doing right on this 

PFAS issue and beginning 

McGinty

Carrie Underwood performs “I Wanna Remember” with 
NEEDTOBREATHE at the CMT Music Awards on Wednes-
day in Nashville, Tenn. See story on A2.

CMT Awards The Associated Press

COVID numbers start to 
drop in Marinette County

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Public 

Health Officer Molly Bon-

jean said Wednesday that 

the COVID-19 case num-

bers in Marinette County 

are dropping.

“Overall in the State of 

Wisconsin, we’re in the 

medium level, so that’s 

great. We were previously 

at high. When we look at 

our cases per day, we’re 

averaging about two cases 

per day,” she said. “That’s 

still two too many, but we’re 

going in the right direc-

tion.”

Bonjean said the num-

ber of hospitalizations for 

COVID is shrinking across 

Wisconsin. In the northeast 

part of the state, she said 

74% of hospital and ICU 

beds are in use, with about 

11% of ventilators in use.

See COVID, A3

See PFAS, A3


