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MARINETTE—A Mari-

nette County circuit judge 

denied three defense 

motions Friday in the dou-

ble murder case against a 

man accused of killing a 

young couple nearly 45 

years ago at a county camp-

ground.

It’s the one motion that 

Judge Jim Morrison was 

not prepared to rule on that 

makes this one-time cold 

case even more intriguing.

Raymond Vannieuwen-

hoven, 84, Lakewood, is 

charged in a July 9, 1976 

double murder of a Green 

Bay couple who was camp-

ing at McClintock Park in 

the Town of Silver Cliff. 

David Schuldes, 25, and 

Ellen Matheys, 24, were 

shot and killed at the camp-

ground. They were engaged.

Matheys was sexually 

assaulted but that charge 

has been dismissed because 

the statute of limitations 

has elapsed. There is no 

statute of limitations for 

the two fi rst-degree homi-

cide charges against Van-

nieuwenhoven.

The case went cold for 

many years until a Vir-

ginia lab, utilizing new 

DNA technology, informed 

the Marinette County Sher-

iff ’s Department that it had 

made a break in the case.

The state is represented 

by Marinette County Dis-

trict Attorney DeShea 

Morrow and special prose-

cutor Mark Williams. The 

defense is led by attorneys 

Lee Schuchart and Travis 

Crowell.

NOT READY TO RULE

The defense filed a 

“Denny” motion Friday to 

admit evidence regarding 

Robert Lukesh as a poten-

tial suspect in this case.

The Denny rule is unique 

to the State of Wisconsin and 

stems from a 1984 Wiscon-

sin Supreme Court ruling 

in the case State v. Denny. 

In short, it states that the 

defense in any trial can-

not suggest other suspects 

for the crime the defen-

dant is accused of without 

being able to support that 

accusation with a possible 

motive from the new sus-

pect, a proven opportunity 

for the suspect to commit 

that crime, and the ability 

to place them within prox-

imity to the crime scene.

Crowell told the court 

that Lukesh was an awful 

Judge denies motions 
in double murder case
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Marinette County Circuit Judge Jim Morrison (center) explains his ruling on a motion in the double murder case against 
Raymond Vannieuwenhoven Friday in his Branch 2 courtroom. At left is special prosecutor Mark Williams and at the 
right is Marinette County District Attorney DeShea Morrow.
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MARINETTE—For offi -

cials representing Johnson 

Controls Inc. (JCI), and its 

subsidiary Tyco Fire Prod-

ucts (TYCO), the last few 

months represent a cru-

cial pivot from research 

and analysis toward action 

on the clean-up of PFAS 

contamination in the City 

of Marinette and Town of 

Peshtigo (TOP) areas (see 

LOCAL PFAS HISTORY 

PRIMER, A7). The initial 

three years of sight inves-

tigation into the source 

and movement of the PFAS 

plume now builds momen-

tum to enacting real solu-

tions to remediation of 

groundwater and soil (see 

RIGOROUS INVESTIGA-

TION TRACKS PFAS, A7).

NOT JUST TALK

BUT ACTION

“This is a very exciting 

moment for us,” said Katie 

McGinty, JCI vice presi-

dent & chief sustainabil-

ity, government and regu-

latory affairs offi cer. “We 

know that the neighbors 

have been patient, granted 

us access to their property 

for all of the testing that we 

have done. The fact that we 

now are at this critical junc-

ture to move from studying 

it to solving it is extraordi-

narily promising.” (see RIG-

OROUS INVESTIGATION 

TRACKS PFAS)

With the recent submit-

tal of two extensive pro-

posals to the DNR, detail-

ing two integrated remedi-

ation approaches, Tyco/JCI 

stand at the ready to imple-

ment signifi cant, real-world 

solutions aimed at remov-

ing the PFAS from ground-

water and the excavation 

and removal of PFAS-con-

taminated soil.

Currently, under DNR 

review, the proposals detail 
two remediation methods, 
which cohesively address 
the contamination of the 
FTC property soil and the 
groundwater contamina-
tion plume, the latter of 
which that spread outward 
from the FTC. According to 
JCI offi cials, the projects 
promise to capture 95% of 
all the PFAS contamination 
from Tyco/JCI activities.

“We feel that this is a very 
important part of our com-
mitment to the community,” 
McGinty said. “Frankly, we 
are on the cutting edge here. 
We will be leading the way 
for the country in terms 
of ‘don’t just talk about it, 
don’t just study it, but clean 
it up.’”

GROUNDWATER

COMPONENT

According to Jodie Peot-
ter, DNR Brownfi elds Out-
reach Section Chief, JCI 
submitted the groundwa-
ter proposal, February 26.

The proposal details the 
Ground Water Extraction & 
Treatment System (GETS), 
or more colloquially 
known as the “Pump and 
Treat” system. Once opera-
tional, GETS will intercept 
the PFAS-contaminated 
groundwater plume via a 
series of nine wells stra-
tegically positioned along 
a Marinette storm-water 
drainage ditch—aka Ditch 
B. Those wells will effec-
tively prevent the upwelling 
of contaminated groundwa-
ter into Ditch B. The ditch 
crosses—or parallels—
Tyco’s property, and con-
sequently receives run-off 
water. It acts as a transport 
mechanism that further 
spreads the PFAS contam-
ination outward from FTC 
property.

After intercepting 
groundwater, GETS trans-
ports that water via a below-
ground conveyance system 
to a treatment building to 
be located on the FTC prop-
erty. Using granulated acti-
vated carbon, it removes 

Integrated approach 
to PFAS clean-up

 JCI moves focus 
to implementation 

See PFAS, A7See MURDER, A3
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MARINETTE—In the predawn 
hours of Saturday morning, sev-
eral county and state emergency 
and law enforcement officials 
responded to a structure fi re at 
1215 Main St. in Marinette.

Fire crews on scene included 
the Marinette Fire Department 
(MFD), and the cities of Peshtigo 
and Menominee fi re departments 
as well as the Town of Peshtigo Fire 
Department.

A press release issued by the Mari-
nette Police Department (MPD), 
informed that, upon arrival, “the 
building was found to be engulfed 
in fl ames and was evacuated.”

“Police, fi re and rescue were all 
dispatched at the same time,” said 
MPD Patrol Offi cer Mike Kahles, 
speaking to the EagleHerald Satur-
day afternoon; while not a respond-
ing offi cer to the fi re, he was able to 
offer some additional details from 
the police report. “Marinette offi -
cials responded at approximately 
1:23 a.m.”

Firefi ghters entered the building 
and succeeded in extinguishing the 

fl ames, at which time they discov-

ered a deceased human body inside. 

Pending identifi cation and subse-

quent notifi cation of family, offi -

cials declined the release of the vic-

tim’s identity.

According to Kahles, in the case 

of a fatality, investigating offi cials 

maintain specific protocol with 

respect the identity of the victim.

“We need to locate the (vic-

tim’s) family,” he said. “And until 

we inform the family of the death, 

no information on the (victim) will 

be released unless it is a case where 

we need the general public’s help.”

Saturday morning as the sun 

rose, state of Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Justice Fire Marshall 

One person dead in weekend Marinette fi re
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An early morning fi re Saturday claimed one life at a structure on Main Street in Marinette.

Additional motion needs more information before ruling

See FIRE, A3

“
“Just because they’ve done some awful things 

does not mean they should be considered or 

relevant to come before a jury.”

Judge Jim Morrison
Marinette County Circuit Court
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