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Marinette County still must find a home for sex offender
By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—Now that the Mudbrook 

Road home located near the border of the 

towns of Porterfield and Lake is no longer 

an option to house a violent sex offender, 

Marinette County must find a suitable loca-

tion.

“We just start back from square one,” 

County Administrator John Lefebvre said 

Wednesday.

The County Board on Tuesday voted 28-2 

against the development of a home for tran-

sitional living on a county-owned parcel, 

W4802 Mudbrook Road, including pur-

chase of a used sectional home from Bay 

Area Homes and other expenses related to 

development of property at an estimated 

cost of $115,000.

The county received notice on Feb. 10 

that an offender (James M. Harris, age 52) 

from the Sand Ridge Secure Treatment 

Center in Mauston, Wis-

consin, will be released to 

Marinette County. That 

center houses “Chap-

ter 980” offenders, which 

according to state statutes 

are labeled “Sexually Vio-

lent Person Commitments.”

Wisconsin Chapter 980, 

which took effect in 1994, 

allows civil commitment and treatment for 

certain sex offenders after they complete 

criminal sentences. For many years after 

Chapter 980 took effect, violent sex offend-

ers have faced hurdles finding places to 

live. In 2017, Act 184 was adopted which 

required counties where the offenders were 

convicted to find suitable housing after they 

have completed their prison sentences.

On March 11, the county’s 980 Commit-

tee met in closed session to discuss 980 

placement. No action was taken when that 

Lefebvre

See HOME, A7

Marinette looks to bolster infrastructure

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—That smooth 
meander down State Street, roll-
ing effortlessly over a railroad 
crossing that once sent jarring 
aftershocks through the car’s 
chassis and up the spine … That’s 
infrastructure.

The illuminated cones of lights 
that guide your way across the City 
of Marinette when day turns to 
night … That’s infrastructure.

Digital signals pulsing down 
a copper wire or riding a 5G car-
rier wave that allow people to end-
lessly scroll Facebook posts that 
harangue some pothole down the 
street … That’s infrastructure.

From where your water comes 
and to where your water goes …

All these examples and many 
more, when maintained, imbue a 
city like Marinette with the nec-
essary groundwork and long-
term cost savings for successful 

economic development and 

potential prosperity.

Tuesday night, during a special 

meeting of the Marinette Common 

Council, alderpersons approved a 

resolution that brings the city one 

step closer to a promising wind-

fall of CARE Act stimulus funds 

aimed at fortifying Marinette’s 

infrastructure. The Coronavirus 

Aid, Relief and Economic Security 

(CARES) Act, enacted in March of 

2020, provided the United States 

Economic Development Admin-

istration (EDA) with billions of 

dollars for economic develop-
ment assistance programs dedi-
cated to prevention, preparation 
and response to the coronavirus 
in communities like Marinette.

With Tuesday’s resolution, the 
city’s October application for an 
approximately $5 million Eco-
nomic Development Administra-
tion (EDA) Public Works Infra-
structure grant neared comple-
tion and the promise of approval 
(see EFFECTIVE ART OF GRANT 
APPLICATION). Add to that, the 
recent unofficial confirmation of 
an approximate $1 million Trans-
portation Economic Assistance 
(TEA) Grant through the Wiscon-
sin Department of Transportation 
and one sees that the burdens on 
taxpayers and the city stemming 
from significant infrastructure 
costs begin to diminish.

“Here’s the bigger gravity,” 
Marinette Steve Genisot said, 
“(Annually), Marinette does about 
a million dollars worth of road and 
infrastructure projects. We have 
an additional close to $1 million 
(unofficial TEA Grant confirma-
tion) … which is money we did not 
have to take from the taxpayers or 
our general fund. And if we are 
successful with the (EDA grant) … 
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Developments and growth in business and industry, like the considerable construction at Fincantieri 
Marinette Marine shipyard to billet the new production lines required for its new Constellation class frig-
ate contract with the U.S. Navy, necessitates the need for the City of Marinette to fortify its own infra-
structure. Two recent grant endeavors promise to provide a multitude of funding for various city projects. 

A $5 million grant 
application promises 
large return for city

See CITY, A2

Peshtigo district conducts information sessions
By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—A survey of the 
nation’s school districts by the 
National Center for Education Sta-
tistics approximates that the “aver-
age age of the nation’s main school 
buildings was 55 years old—putting 
the average date of construction for 
our nation’s schools at 1959.

Citing that statistic, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
states that “nearly one-fourth of the 
nation’s schools have one or more 
buildings in need of extensive repair 
or replacement and nearly half have 
been reported to have problems 
related to indoor air quality.”

For that reason and more, the 
upcoming Tuesday election carries 
great implications for the Peshtigo 
School District, its teacher and stu-
dents, all members of the Peshtigo 
community and the future of the 
aging Peshtigo Middle/High School.

Two informational meetings, 
Wednesday (in-person at the school) 
and Thursday (via-Zoom), cen-
tered on the two questions regard-
ing the district’s Referendum 2021. 
If approved Tuesday, it will result 

in substantial upgrades and reno-
vations to the Middle/High School 
building and the development of a 
large acreage of land for student 
athletic and community recreation.

According to Business Devel-
opment Manager of Performances 
Services, Inc. (PSI), Lauren Wan-
ner, the primary focus of the meet-
ings was the continued dissemina-
tion of open and accurate informa-
tion to the public regarding the ref-
erendum. She explained the meet-
ings served to engage and wel-
come questions from the public 
and to address the fiscal responsi-
bility and the timeline should vot-
ers approve it.

“And our firm’s focus solely on 
(maintaining the building as) an 
educational facility first and con-
struction site second,” Wanner said. 
“Everything that we do for the stu-
dents and for the staff is at the dis-
trict’s discretion and it is a very inte-
gral partnership.”

PSI is a design and engineering 
firm that specializes in the K-12 
market. According to Wanner, 96% 
of the firm’s business involves that 
market. The district contracted 
with them to assist in developing 
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Wednesday night at a Referendum 2021 public informational meeting 

at the Peshtigo Middle/High School, Managing Director Public Finance 

at Robert W. Baird & Co. Brian Brewer explains that historic low-interest 

rates on borrowing make now a financially good time to approve School 

District’s request. Those rates will help keep levy increases minimal. For 

more specific details on how the referendum impacts tax rates in Peshtigo 

visit https://www.peshtigo.k12.wi.us/districtinfo/referendum_2021See PESHTIGO, A7
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See Us for a

Recreational Loan!

1514 Cleveland Ave. • Marinette

(715) 732-0065
www.bayshorecu.org

Providing Quality Care In Your Home
Northland Lutheran Home Health Services

715-732-5670
www.northlandlutheranwi.com

� Serving Marinette & Menominee
� Medicare and Medicaid Certifi ed

� Medication Management
� Wound Care Management

� Physical & Occupational Therapy Available
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TODAY: Partly to mostly 
sunny with 10-20 mph wind

HIGH: 47     LOW: 35

DEATHS
Berggren, Arlene

Larsen, Harold

Swanson, William

INSIDE
Local: The Abundant Life Mis-

sion homeless shelter is making it 

through COVID.  A2

Sports: The Brewers battled back 

to win on opening day. B1


