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Good morning,

Karen Rojek!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly cloudy

HIGH: 44  LOW: 40

MENOMINEE — The 
Menominee City Council 
passed and ordinance 
to extend the Downtown 
Development Authority 
boundaries Monday at the 
regular city council meet-
ing.

This ordinance expands 
the downtown area to 
include properties up to 
10th Street and means a 
tax increase for people who 

live in the area.

Councilmember Bill 

Plemel spoke against the 

ordinance. “At this time of 

COVID, and people unem-

ployed and all kinds of other 

stuff going on, we’re looking 

for a pretty good-sized water 

and sewer rate increase in 

the very near future. I real-
ly have a hard time saying, 
‘Let’s raise taxes from 2nd 
Street all the way to 10th 
Street,’ and I don’t see what 
we’re going to get in return 
for that.”

“We also, in the commit-
tee, reviewed what the mag-
nitude of this increase would 
be,” said Councilmember 
Frank Pohlmann, speaking 
in favor of the ordinance, 
“and as good as we can tell, 
there are seven residential 
properties, and on average 
the annual tax increase 

would be $48. I’m not say-
ing that that’s not any 
money, but the benefit that 
the city gets in total, in my 
opinion, exceeds this small-
er tax burden.”

“This is hard,” said 
Mayor Jean Stegeman, 
“because I think the DDA 
does an excellent job. I 
know what they’re going to 
spend the money on, and 
a lot of it is signage, trying 
to increase activity and pro-
mote our downtown. When 
people think we promote 

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald staff writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

Downtown district to be extended

PESHTIGO — As the Peshtigo 
School District continues to ana-
lyze solutions to address its facil-
ity needs, it is reaching out to 
the community to help with the 
process. The district is seeking a 
broad-based group of communi-
ty members to serve on a facil-
ity advisory committee that will 
provide feedback on possible facil-
ity concepts before the Board of 
Education makes any decisions.

While no decision has been 
reached on a referendum, the rec-
ommendations from the facility 
advisory committee will inform 
the district administration and 
the Board of Education as they 
define the scope of a possible cap-
ital referendum to address the 
middle and high school facilities. 
The committee will also give input 
on the district’s long-range capital 
improvement priorities.

The facility advisory committee 
will meet from 6 to 7:30 p.m., Oct. 
29; Nov. 12; Nov. 19; and Dec. 3. 

Members are asked to commit to 
attending all four meetings. The 
sessions will be virtual.

Specifically, the district is look-
ing at facility needs at the middle 
and high school levels with the 
goal of providing a modern learn-
ing environment to serve diverse 
student needs, especially in the 
areas of manufacturing, construc-
tion, agriculture, STEM and busi-
ness education.

The facility advisory committee 
is one of the community engage-
ment opportunities that the dis-
trict is using to gather community 
input before any decisions on facil-
ities are reached.

Early this summer, the district 
hired Performance Services Inc. 
(PSI), a design and construction 
company, to assist with this plan-
ning process.

PSI and district representatives 
met with focus groups of commu-
nity members, which began the 
process of identifying education-
al priorities for a future facilities 
plan. These groups met in July.

Peshtigo district seeks 
community input

■ Committee will help 

identify facility priorities

MARINET TE — 

Marinette County report-

ed Monday that in response 

to the surge in positive 

COVID-19 cases Marinette 

County, the Departments 

of Emergency Management 

and Public Health have 

scheduled several drive-

through testing sites.

The test dates will be 

Friday, Nov. 6, Nov. 20 and 

Dec. 4.

The National Guard, who 

helped to conduct COVID 

testing in Crivitz in May, will 

be providing nasal swab test-

ing at the Marinette County 

Highway Shop, 501 Pine 

St., in Peshtigo from 8 a.m. 

until 4 p.m. These dates are 

subject to change based on 
the need of testing squads 
throughout the state. The 
testing is available to people 
above the age of 5. 

Testing will be provid-
ed on a first-come, first-
serve basis and due to 
the unknown amount of 
interest, citizens should be 
prepared to wait and will 
be required to remain in 
their vehicles at all times. 

According to Marinette 
County Emergency 
Management Director, Eric 
Burmeister, “The National 
Guard will be providing 
around 300 tests for every 
day of testing. So overall 
we’re hoping to test around 
1,200 people.”

While nobody will be 
turned away if they wish 
to be tested, According to 
Marinette County Emergency 

Management Coordinator, 
Kathy Frank, the Wisconsin 
National Guard wishes to 
prioritize people who have 
had close contact with some-
one who has tested positive 
for COVID. 

“The National Guard will 
be handling contacting peo-
ple after their tests, positive or 
negative, they’ll be the ones 
telling you,” said Burmeister. 

A QR code will be avail-
able to scan at the test site 
which leads to the registra-
tion page. You should not 

register until the day of the 
test as questions about cur-
rent symptoms are asked. If 
you don’t register online it 
will take longer for your test 
to be administered.

People who have been 
tested, especially those with 
symptoms, will be advised 
to limit contact with oth-
ers until they have received 
their test results.

More information can be 
found at marinettecounty.
com under the “News” tab 
on the homepage. 

See DDA, A3
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COVID testing offered for Marinette County

MARINETTE — New concrete 
barriers might be in the future for 
the Marinette Professional Center.

The current barriers surround-
ing the Marinette Professional 
Center, which is currently used 
by both the Navy and Fincantieri 
Marinette Marine, are a familiar 
sight to anyone who frequents 

Marinette’s downtown. The barri-
ers, which have been in place for 
the past five years have begun to 
deteriorate and need to be replaced. 
Because of this, representatives 
from Marinette Marine, who man-
age the property, spoke at the 
Civic Affairs, Cemetery, Traffic and 
Lights Committee meeting Monday 
regarding the barriers. 

Bethany Skorik, Marinette 
Marines Public Affairs Manager, 

acknowledged that while the barri-
ers were initially meant to be tem-
porary, after five years a more per-
manent solution is needed. Because 
of the Navy’s work and presence in 
the building, certain safety mea-
sures must be taken to prevent any 
possible attacks. 

“The last time we were here, we 
talked about putting up bollards 
instead of cement barriers, but after 
looking into it, bollards are actually 

not approved by the Navy for secu-
rity reasons. Although they prevent 
vehicles from driving into a build-
ing, they are not shock proof,” said 
Skorik. “So after much research we 
have decided to replace the current 
barriers with newer, more decora-
tive concrete barriers.” 

“The new barriers would be from 
a vendor who works with other 
company’s that require these safe-
ty procedures. You can see these 
same barriers in Washington D.C. 
around the historical sites. They 

By ABBY KNIPFEL
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aknipfel@eagleherald.com

See PESHTIGO, A3

Marinette Marine proposes barrier options

““...There are seven residential properties, and on average the 
annual tax increase would be $48. I’m not saying that that’s 
not any money, but the benefit that the city gets in total, in my 
opinion, exceeds this smaller tax burden.”

Frank Pohlmann

City of Menominee councilmember

City asks for updated proposal to include barriers at side of building

““The National Guard will be provid-
ing around 300 tests for every day of 
testing. So overall we’re hoping to test 
around 1,200 people.”

Eric Burmeister

Marinette County Emergency Management Director

See BARRIERS, A3

Early voting
(Above): Sue Vieth votes with her husband Owen Vieth, 
both from Marinette, during early voting for the primary 
election which started Tuesday at Marinette City Hall. 
It was a short wait as voters moved through the line 
quickly. (Left): Deputy Clerk Mindy Campbell, Town of 
Porterfield, fills out an early voting envelope in style 
with American Flag themed finger nails. The polls at city 
hall will be open at 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday until October 30. Then on October 31, the last day 
of early voting, the hours are 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
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