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Participants jump into the pool during Da Yooper Plunge. This year’s event was held at the River Cities Community 
Pool, as well as online, to accommodate Covid-19 restrictions.

Da virtual plunge

By LISA MASCARO

and MARY CLARE JALONICK

Associated Press

WASHINGTON—The 
extraordinary effort to 
overturn the presiden-
tial election is ripping the 
Republican Party apart as 
GOP lawmakers orches-
trating the challenges to 
Joe Biden’s victory faced 
intense blowback Sunday 
from others in the party 
warning they are under-
mining Americans’ faith 
in democracy.

President Donald Trump 
has enlisted support from 
a dozen Republican sena-
tors and up to 100 House 
Republicans to challenge 
the Electoral College vote 
when Congress convenes in 
a joint session to confi rm 
President-elect Joe Biden’s 

306-232 win.

With Biden set to be inau-

gurated Jan. 20, the outgo-

ing president is intensifying 

efforts to prevent the tradi-

tional transfer of power. 

Trump can be heard in an 

audio recording pressuring 

Georgia’s election offi cials 

to “fi nd” enough votes to fl ip 

Biden’s win to him. Allies 

are pressuring Vice Presi-

dent Mike Pence to ensure 

Trump’s victory in presiding 

over the congressional ses-

sion. Trump is whipping up 

crowds for a rally in Wash-

ington.

But without evidence of 

voter fraud or other prob-

lems, leading Republicans 

across the nation are joining 

Democrats in saying there 

is no reason for the federal 

government to intervene in 

GOP divided

By GARY D. ROBERTSON

Associated Press

The U.S. ramped up COVID-19 vacci-

nations in the past few days after a slow-

er-than-expected start, bringing the num-

ber of shots dispensed to about 4 million, 

government health offi cials said Sunday.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top 

infectious-disease expert, also said on 

ABC’s “This Week” that President-elect Joe 

Biden’s pledge to administer 100 million 

shots of the vaccine within his fi rst 100 days 

in offi ce is achievable.

And he rejected President Donald 

Trump’s false claim on Twitter that coro-

navirus deaths and cases in the U.S. have 

been greatly exaggerated.

“All you need to do ... is go into the 

trenches, go into the hospitals, go into the 

intensive care units and see what is hap-

pening. Those are real numbers, real peo-

ple and real deaths,” Fauci said on NBC’s 

“Meet the Press.”

The U.S. death toll has climbed past 

350,000, the most of any country, accord-

ing to data compiled by Johns Hopkins 

Fauci: Vaccinations are ramping
up in a ‘glimmer of hope’

The Associated Press
In this July 21 fi le photo, Darryl Hutchinson, facing camera, is hugged by a relative during 
a funeral service for Lydia Nunez, who was Hutchinson’s cousin at the Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church in Los Angeles. Nunez died from COVID-19.

Some plan to challenge electoral 
college to upend Biden confi rmation

Two more candidates 

have emerged in the quest 

to win the 89th District 

Assembly seat vacated last 

month by veteran lawmaker 

John Nygren.

Karl Jaeger of the Town of 

Peshtigo and Elijah Behnke 

of Oconto both intend to run 

for the position.

Jaeger, a Democrat, lost 

to Nygren on Nov. 3. About 

a month later, Nygren 

resigned to accept a posi-

tion as executive director 

of the Wisconsin Associ-

ation of Health Plans. He 

held the 89th District seat 

since 2007.

Jaeger, a supervisor 

on the Marinette County 

Board, in a statement, said 

he wants “an honest dia-

logue about the serious 

issues affecting the resi-

dents of the district.”

He continued, “I spoke 

with hundreds of voters 

leading up to the November 

election, and we all hold the 

same shared values of want-

ing to live in a place where 

we have a clean environ-

ment, affordable health-

care, great schools and good 

jobs.”

Jaeger said citizens 

don’t need more gridlock 

or partisan games in Mad-

ison. “We don’t need more 

empty promises, mislead-

ing press releases, or name 

calling,” he said. “We don’t 

need more corporate lobby-

ists telling our representa-

tives how to vote.”

Jaeger said he is commit-

ted to his friends and neigh-

bors in the 89th Assembly 

District and he is ready to 

go to work for them.

“If they elect me as 

their representative, I am 

prepared to 

sit down with my colleagues 

on both sides of the aisle 

to coordinate a state-wide 

response to the COVID-

19 pandemic; restore the 

state’s commitment to fund 

at least two-thirds of K-12 

costs; enact responsible reg-

ulations for PFAS and sul-

fi de mining; make health 

care more affordable for all 

Wisconsin families; raise 

the minimum wage; and 

expand broadband internet 

access in our rural commu-

nities,” he said. “I am ready 

to get to work for every cit-

izen of the 89th Assembly 

District.”

Voters can follow Jae-

ger’s campaign on his Face-

book page facebook.com/

JaegerForWisconsin.

Behnke, in a statement, 

said, he is a lot of things, 

“Small business owner, min-

istry leader, outdoorsman, 

farmer, but most impor-

tantly, he’s a husband and 

father.”

Behnke said he is a native 

Two more candidates seek 
89th Assembly seat

BehnkeJaeger

By ALAN FRAM

Associated Press

WASHINGTON—Nancy Pelosi 
was narrowly reelected Sunday 
as speaker, giving her the reins of 
Democrats’ slender House majority 
as President-elect Joe Biden sets a 
challenging course of producing 
legislation to tackle the pandemic, 
revive the economy and address 
other party priorities.

The California Democrat, who 
has led her party in the House since 
2003 and is the only woman to be 
speaker, had been widely expected 
to retain her post. Pelosi received 

216 votes to 209 for Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., who again will 
be the chamber’s minority leader.

To gain her victory, Pelosi had to 
overcome some Democratic grum-
bling about her longevity, a slim 
222-211 edge over Republicans 
after November’s elections, and a 
handful of absences because of the 
coronavirus. There were two vacan-
cies in the 435-member House, and 
whatever happens Democrats will 
have the smallest House majority 
in two decades.

The new Congress convened 
Sunday, just two days after lawmak-
ers ended their contentious previ-
ous session and with COVID-19 

guidelines requiring testing and 
face coverings for House members. 
There was widespread mask-wear-
ing and far fewer lawmakers and 
guests in the chamber than usual, 
an unimaginable tableau when the 
last Congress commenced two years 
ago, before the pandemic struck.

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., 
formally nominated Pelosi for the 
job, calling her “a notorious nego-
tiator and a legendary legislator for 
such a time as this.”

Jeffries, a member of House 
leadership who’s expected to con-
tend for the speakership whenever 
Pelosi steps aside, said that as Pelosi 
prepares to work with Democratic 

President-elect Joe Biden, “Brighter 
days are ahead in the United States 
of America. This is the day of great 
renewal in the House of Represen-
tatives.”

To be reelected, Pelosi needed a 
majority of votes cast for specifi c 
candidates and could afford to lose 
only a handful of Democratic votes. 
House rules give her a bit of wig-
gle room because lawmakers who 
are absent or who vote “present” are 
not counted in the total number of 
those voting.

Sunday’s vote was expected to last 
perhaps three hours as lawmakers 

Pelosi narrowly reelected speaker, faces diffi cult 2021
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TODAY: Mostly cloudy
HIGH: 29     LOW: 24
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Wolfe, William L.

Zellner, Kristin
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