
MENOMINEE — As win-
ter approaches, the City of 
Menominee is still facing 
some issues concerning the 
high water level of Green 
Bay. Efforts are current-
ly underway to protect the 
shoreline, and according to 
City Engineer Tricia Alwin, 
some of those efforts are 
beginning today.

Alwin said that the water 
level in the bay is starting 
to recede a little. “It’s defi-
nitely lower than it was in 
the fall, but we did have 
some wash-up last week (on 
Harbor Drive). That’s when 
we closed the road, and 
the road will remain closed 
because they are starting 
to armor the shoreline,” she 
said.

Harbor Drive and the 
property in that area, 
including the lighthouse, 
are owned by the Michigan 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). Alwin 
said the DNR received fund-
ing to install rip rap along 
the shore, and entered a 
cooperative agreement with 
the city in order to install 
the rip rap. The DNR would 
use the money given to it 
to pay for the protection, 
and the city would help it 
select a company to do the 
installation. Alwin said the 
bid was awarded to Barley 
Trucking and Excavating of 
Menominee, and they begin 
installing the rip rap on 
Harbor Drive today.

“They will armor 980 feet 
of shoreline, and that will 
start basically on the edge 
of where you’d walk onto the 
pier and will go north along 
the shoreline,” Alwin said.

She said this doesn’t 
quite get up to the point 
at which shoreline protec-
tion had been installed at 
Harbor Drive at the end of 
last year. “The DNR is in 
the process of getting addi-
tional funds to close the gap 
between the rip rap that we 
completed last fall into the 
first part of January and to 
where this contract will end. 
If there’s any possible way 
to get the funding and get 
a change order issued, we 
hope to get it all done with 
this mobilization of equip-
ment. But for right now, 
they’ll definitely do the 980 
feet,” she said.

Alwin said this would 
leave a gap in the rip rap of 
approximately 600 to 700 
feet, unless the funding is 
able to come through. If 
not in this particular order, 
Alwin said the hope is to 
get the rest of it finished by 
the end of the year, prior to 
any other strong northeast 
winds or cold snaps.

“The pier itself is in 
disrepair, and the Army 
Corps of engineers have 
been notified. That will be 
their responsibility, and 
they’re looking into fund-
ing to repair that also. 
Then, the NOAA (National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration) building 
is also on the pier, or adja-

cent to it, so there are sev-
eral government agencies 
involved in getting it all 
properly secure, but we’ll 
definitely be better off this 
winter than we were last 
year,” Alwin said.

In some of the other 
areas in town, adding more 
shoreline protection is still a 
work in progress. Alwin said 
she has put out a request 
for proposal (RFP) out, 
which was again awarded 
to Barley, for armoring at 
Victory Beach, one of the 
areas that hasn’t yet been 
armored. “I’m waiting 

for approval from the city 
manager to see if we have 
the funding to do that this 
year,” she said.

Alwin said there is an 
old retaining wall at Victory 
Beach that could have rip 
rap placed on top of it and 
out into the water a foot or 
two, built about four feet 
high that would protect 
what is left. “It would block 
the view for a time, however 
you would still have your 
piers as well as a beach 
area. I don’t have a start 
date for that, because I hav-
en’t gotten the approval for 

it yet.”
At Henes Park, Alwin 

said she currently has a per-
mit to install more shoreline 
protection, but has yet to 
begin the bid process. “I’m 
going to work with some 
local contractors as far as, 
instead of rip rap which is 
what I’m currently permit-
ted for, to put sheet piling 
where that existing retain-
ing wall is. Currently, I just 
have those Texas weights 
out there to protect what’s 
left.”
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Menominee shoreline braces for winter
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MARINETTE — The nation’s top security official 
visited Fincantieri Marinette Marine (FMM) Monday 
and he spoke highly of the local shipyard and its 
workers.

“It’s been just a privilege to tour the Marinette 
shipyard,” said Robert C. O’Brien Jr., the national 
security advisor to President Donald Trump.

O’Brien, who was joined by U.S. Rep. Mike 
Gallagher, R-Wis., and Peter Navarro, the president’s 
top trade adviser, is on a tour of shipyards and other 
military-type manufacturers. He visited two ship-
yards in Maine last week and after his Marinette 
visit, he was off to tour military-vehicle builder 
Oshkosh Defense, a subsidiary of Oshkosh Corp., 
in Oshkosh, Wis.

“The shipbuilders, the welders, the electricians, 
the pipefitters who are here doing this great work,” 
O’Brien said, “they are the ones who are giving the 
platforms to our sailors and marines to go out into 
harm’s way and protect this country, to deter adver-
saries and when we have to, fight our wars.”

O’Brien said the purpose of his tour is to thank 
workers throughout the country.

“They are doing dangerous jobs, tough jobs, hard 
jobs” he stressed. “And they are doing it in difficult 
conditions because of the China Virus (coronavi-
rus).”

O’Brien touted Trump’s foreign and national 
security policies.

“We are now seeing some peace dividends that 
many people thought we would never see before,” he 
said, citing the Middle East and other areas of the 
world.

“All of these peace dividends, they didn’t happen 
by accident,” O’Brien said. “It happened because the 
president has a peace through strength foreign pol-

icy and that peace through strength foreign policy 
starts in places like the shipyard here in Marinette.”

Gallagher, a military veteran, said he has known 
O’Brien for more than five years, and “there is no 
one who cares more, genuinely and sincerely, about 
sea power, about the future of the U.S. Navy than 
ambassador O’Brien.”

“He understands that the future of peace through 
strength starts right here in northeast Wisconsin. 
That’s a testament to the hard-working men and 
women who come through the gates of this yard 
every single day.”

Navarro said economic security and national 
security go hand-in-hand. “This place right here is 
emblematic of that,” he said of the jobs created by 
FMM. “This place will have a great economic future 
well past 2030 because of the work of people like 
President Trump, Mike Gallagher and NSA O’Brien.”

Both Gallagher and O’Brien emphasized that 
the new frigate contract (FXX(x)) awarded to FMM 
earlier this year is critical to this area and to the 
future of the Navy fleet. In April, FMM won the $795 
million contract to build up to 10 frigates. The deal 
could create up to 1,000 jobs in Marinette and it 
could be worth $5.6 billion if all options are exer-
cised.

“We want to be building as many frigates as pos-
sible,” Gallagher said. “I see the frigate as the foun-
dation of the Navy fleet.”

“I agree,” O’Brien said. “We are going to need two, 
three, four frigates built a year to get the numbers 
where we want to be. This yard has the ability to 
build two to three of them itself. We’ll use additional 
yards in the country.

“We are going to need to build at that rate given 
what our adversaries are doing.”

FMM CEO Jan Allman introduced O’Brien and she 
mentioned he was the fourth Trump Administration 
official to visit the shipyard in less than a year — of 
course Trump’s visit in July and Vice President Mike 
Pence’s stop last November top the list.

O’Brien spoke in Building 10 and the audience 
included approximately 40 shipyard workers who 
were seated in chairs six feet apart from each other, 
per social distance guidelines.
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Security leader 
tours shipyard, 
praises workers
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Above, from left, U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher, R-Wis., National Security 
Advisor Robert C. O’Brien Jr. and Peter Navarro, director of trade and 
manufacturing policy, talk to the media Monday after touring the facil-
ity at Fincantieri Marinette Marine. Below, O’Brien speaks to about 40 
employees following the tour. The nation’s top security official is on a 
tour of shipyards and other military-type industries. 

■ O’Brien touts Trump 
Administration’s handling of 

foreign and economic issues
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Standing tall
An unidentified fisherman get photo bombed by someone’s dog recently on the pier 
at Great Lakes Memorial Marina.
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