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TODAY: Mostly cloudy with 
light wind.

HIGH: 54     LOW: 40

DEATHS
Baribeau, Francis D.
Durocher, Mary L.
Jerzyk, Patti A.
Lemke Johnson, Marian
Nowack, Raymond M.

INSIDE
Music: Country star Naomi Judd 

has died.  A5

Sports: Marine girls win O.F. invi-

tational. B1

By ANN MEYER 

EagleHerald Staff Writer 

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The COVID-

19 shutdowns followed by crime 

and inflation are more than Tim 

Michels can take. The Republi-

can Brownsville businessman 

running for governor of Wiscon-

sin said Governor Tony Evers 

and President Joe Biden rely on 

government to solve every prob-

lem and their “power trip” is 

hurting families in Wisconsin.

In an exclusive interview with 

the EagleHerald Saturday before 

a dinner at the Marinette Best 

Western, Michels, 59, said, “I just 

can’t take it any it any longer. I 

can’t sit back and just support 

other candidates and be a con-

servative leader. It’s time to take 

the lead, to stand up, move to the 

front of the line and run.”

The top three issues for 

Michels are election reform, 

crime and education. “Ballot 

harvesting has to be stopped,” he 

said, along with allowing outside 

billionaire dollars he called Zuck-

erbucks in elections.

The Wisconsin Institute for 

Law & Liberty’s December 2021 

“Review of the 2020 election” 
EagleHerald/Ann Meyer

Republican gubernatorial candidate Tim Michels said if elected he 
would divest his interest in Michels Construction, where he is co-owner.

By ANN MEYER 

EagleHerald Staff Writer 

ameyer@eagleherald.com

M E N O M I N E E — T w o 

Menominee County women 

re-ignited the discussion about 

the National Register of His-

toric Places nomination for 

the Dog’s Belly and 60 Islands 

area, with one accusing County 

Commissioner David Prestin 

of having a conflict of interest 

because his sits on Alger Delta 

Cooperative Electric Associa-

tion’s board.

Both women—Laurie Paitl 

of Menominee and Tina Lesper-

ance of Lake Township—said 

supporters of the Back Forty 

Project, a proposed mine about 

10 miles west of the City of Ste-

phenson, turned county com-

missioners against the histori-

cal nomination, which already 

has won approval in Wiscon-

sin. But others previously have 

raised concerns about how the 

designation could affect prop-

erty owners in the nominated 

area.

Paitl spoke during the pub-

lic comment period at last 

week’s Menominee County 

Board meeting about how peo-

ple with financial interests in 

the Back Forty Project near the 

historic area influenced com-

missioners and prompted the 

tie vote March 8 that killed the 

resolution to support the des-

ignation. One of those in oppo-

sition spoke anonymously last 

month and was dressed in 

camouflage, which Paitl called 

“scary.”

“There’s a conflict as well 

with one of the commissioners, 

Mr. Dave Prestin,” Paitl said. 

She called Prestin a former 

chairman of Alger Delta Coop-

erative Electric Association 

and said his involvement with 

the electric company could 

have presented a motive for his 

opposition to the historic des-

ignation because Alger Delta is 

interested in securing a con-

tract with the mine.

But Prestin denied this, 

saying loudly, “You’re wrong.” 

Alger Delta doesn’t provide 

power to the mine, he said. 

“There is no conflict.”

“My position on Alger Delta 

in no way has any bearing on 

the Dog’s Belly historical des-

ignation,” said Prestin, a mem-

ber of Alger Delta’s board. “We 

don’t even have the service ter-

ritory.”

The application for the 

National Register of Historic 

Places is a separate issue from 

the Back Forty Mine, Prestin 

said. “How the mine gets so 

co-mingled with this histori-

cal designation, I really don’t 

understand where they come 

into play. Is the ends to hurt the 

GREEN BAY—Mari-
nette County Victim/Wit-
ness Coor-
d i n a -
tor Mary 
Falkenberg 
is one of 
two recip-
ients  of 
Family Ser-
vices of 
Northeast 
Wisconsin’s 
2022 Excellence in Advo-
cacy Awards.

The award is presented 
annually in April to com-
munity professionals who 

respond to victims of sex-
ual assault and/or child 
maltreatment in North-
east Wisconsin. Recipients 
must demonstrate dedica-
tion, leadership, and action 
to have a positive effect on 
survivors and their fami-
lies as they heal and move 
forward.

The other winner is 
Green Bay Police Detec-
tive John Peters. Falken-
berg and Peters were cho-
sen out of 30 nominations.

“I am thrilled to recog-
nize John and Mary as our 
Excellence in Advocacy 

Award winners,” said 
Lois Mischler, president 
and CEO of Family Ser-
vices. “Our communi-
ties are safer and systems 
of reporting these crimes 
are more survivor focused 
because of their incredible 
work and the partnerships 
they provide.”

Falkenberg has more 
than 30 years of experi-
ence assisting victims of 
sexual assault. She is the 
only victim/witness coordi-
nator in Marinette County 
and has worked closely 
with the Sexual Assault 

Center of Family Services 
to make sure that vic-
tims get the support they 
need. Those who nomi-
nated Falkenberg describe 
her as “a force of support,” 
and “a rich resource who 
leads with more than just 
policy and procedure, but 
with such heart and com-
passion.”

Colleagues also noted 
Falkenberg’s continued 
commitment to her work 
during a personal health 
battle with cancer, stating, 
“even when (Mary) was 
going through chemo, her 

dedication to victims still 
held strong.”

Peters will be hon-
ored specifically for his 
work on Internet Crimes 
Against Children (ICAC). 
For nearly 10 years, Peters 
has dedicated himself to 
the investigation of child 
exploitation and child por-
nography online while also 
taking the time to educate 
children, teens and par-
ents about the dangers 
that exist. Colleagues and 
community partners noted 
in their nominations that 
Peters is “someone who 

treats each case as if the 

child was his own.”

They also noted the 

impact of his work, stat-

ing “If not for the arrest of 

these offenders, they would 

no doubt continue to seek 

images of exploited chil-

dren.”

Both Falkenberg and 

Peters will be honored 

during a private recep-

tion with fellow nomi-

nees, community partners, 

friends and family mem-

bers in May.

Falkenberg wins advocacy award
She and Green Bay Police detective recognized for their work

Falkenberg

Michels calls for election reform
Gubernatorial candidate makes a stop in Marinette
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Rick Fila serves in an intermediate mixed doubles match during the Pickle 
Brawl pickleball tournament on Sunday at the Community REC Center in 
Marinette. The tournament brought 142 players from Wisconsin, Mich-
igan, Minnesota and Kentucky to the REC Center for the two-day event. 
See more photos on page B2.

Pickle brawl

Historic designation 
debate heats back up

Two Menominee women address county board

See MICHELS, A2

See BOARD, A2


