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By MIKE STOBBE

Associated Press

NEW YORK —Students 

can safely sit just 3 feet apart 

in the classroom as long as 

they wear masks but should 

be kept the usual 6 feet away 

from one another at sport-

ing events, assemblies, 

lunch or chorus practice, 

the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention said Fri-

day in relaxing its COVID-19 

guidelines.

The revised recommen-

dations represent a turn 

away from the 6-foot stan-

dard that has sharply lim-

ited how many students 

some schools can accommo-

date. Some places have had 

to remove desks, stagger 

schedules and take other 

steps to keep children apart.

Three feet “gives school 

districts greater flexibil-

ity to have more students 

in for a prolonged period 

of time,” said Kevin Quinn, 

director of maintenance 

and facilities at Mundelein 

High School in suburban 

Chicago.

In recent months, 

schools in some states have 

been disregarding the CDC 

guidelines, using 3 feet as 

their standard. Studies of 

what happened in some 

of them helped sway the 

agency, said Greta Mas-

setti, who leads the CDC’s 

community interventions 

task force.

“We don’t really have 

the evidence that 6 feet is 

required in order to main-

tain low spread,” she said. 

Also, younger children are 

less likely to get seriously 

ill from the coronavirus and 

don’t seem to spread it as 

much as adults do, and “that 

allows us that confi dence 

that that 3 feet of physical 

distance is safe.”

CDC Director Dr. 

Rochelle Walensky said 

the revised recommenda-

tions are a “roadmap to 

help schools reopen safely, 

and remain open, for in-per-

son instruction.” She said 

in-person schooling gives 

students not only “the edu-

cation they need to succeed” 

but access to crucial social 

and mental health services.

The new guidance:

  Removes recommen-

dations for plastic shields 

or other barriers between 

desks. “We don’t have a lot of 

evidence of their effective-

ness” in preventing trans-

mission, Massetti said.

  Advises at least 3 feet 

of space between desks in 

elementary schools, even in 

towns and cities where com-

munity spread is high, so 

long as students and teach-

ers wear masks and take 

other precautions.

  Says spacing can also 

be 3 feet in middle and high 

schools, so long as there is 

not a high level of spread in 

the community. If there is, 

the distance should be at 

least 6 feet.

The CDC said 6 feet 

should still be maintained 

in common areas, such as 

school lobbies, and when 

masks can’t be worn, such 

as when eating.

Also, students should 

be kept 6 feet apart in sit-

uations where there are a 

lot of people talking, cheer-

ing or singing, all of which 

can expel droplets con-

taining the coronavirus. 

That includes chorus prac-

tice, assemblies and sports 

events.

Teachers and other 

adults should continue to 

stay 6 feet from one another 

and from students, the CDC 

said.

The CDC’s 6-foot advice 

for schools, issued last year, 

was the same standard 
applied to workplaces and 
other settings. In contrast, 
the World Health Organi-
zation suggested 1 meter—a 
little over 3 feet—was suffi -
cient in schools. The Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics 
says desks should be 3 feet 
apart and “ideally” 6 feet.

The CDC guidance was 
problematic for many 
schools that traditionally 
had 25, 30 or more children 
per classroom in closely 
grouped desks. Some 
schools adopted compli-
cated schedules. For exam-
ple, half a class might come 
to school on some days, and 
the other half on other days.

Some schools stopped 
using lockers and staggered 
when different grades could 
move between classes to 

avoid crowding in the halls, 
where maintaining any dis-
tance at all can be diffi cult.

The Ridley school system 
in suburban Philadelphia 
took steps like that to abide 
by the 6-foot guideline. But 
neighboring communities 
went with 3 feet, “and we’re 
not seeing the data really 
refl ect a different spread 
rate,” said Lee Ann Went-
zel, district superintendent.

Even before the CDC 
acted, the district had 
decided to shift to 3-foot dis-
tancing next month. Went-
zel said the change in CDC 
guidance will make it eas-
ier to explain and defend the 
decision.

A recent study in Mas-
sachusetts looked at stu-
dents and staff members in 
schools that used the 3-foot 

standard and those that 
had the 6-foot one. It found 
no signifi cant difference in 
infection rates.

Massetti said other 
research has also been infl u-
ential, including two stud-
ies the CDC released Fri-
day. One out of Utah found 
low coronavirus transmis-
sion rates among students 
who did a good job wear-
ing masks and whose desks 
were only 3 feet apart. The 
other study, done in Mis-
souri, pointed to a similar 
conclusion.

Still, the change at the 
CDC met with skepticism 
in some quarters.

Randi Weingarten, pres-
ident of the American Fed-
eration of Teachers, said 
the 1.6-million-member 
union is reviewing the latest 

research, “but we are con-

cerned this change has been 

driven by a lack of physical 

space rather than the hard 

science on aerosol exposure 

and transmission.”

Dr. Lawrence Kleinman, 

a professor of pediatrics and 

global urban public health 

at Rutgers University in New 

Jersey, said 3 feet is “proba-

bly safe” if schools are doing 

everything right—if every-

one is wearing masks cor-

rectly at all times and wash-

ing their hands, and if ven-

tilation is good. But he said 

that’s unlikely.

“I will not send my child 

to a school that’s distanc-

ing at 3 feet,” said Klein-

man, who has a 4-year-old 

daughter.

CDC changes school guidance
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In this Thursday photo, students in teacher Christopher Duggan’s science class clean their work areas at the end of 
class at Windsor Locks High School in Windsor Locks, Conn. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention relaxed 
its social distancing guidelines for schools Friday, saying students can now sit 3 feet apart in classrooms. The new 
guidelines also remove recommendations for plastic shields or other barriers between desks.

By DAVID EGGERT

Associated Press
LANSING, Mich. —Michigan on Friday eased 

outdoor stadium capacity restrictions before 
baseball’s Opening Day but ordered weekly test-
ing of teen athletes amid a climbing coronavi-
rus case rate that ranks fourth nationally over 
the past week.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said, for now, she 
does not plan to tighten COVID-19 restrictions—
noting ongoing vaccinations while also citing 
concerns about virus variants that more easily 
spread.

“If we all take our own personal responsibil-
ity here, we can keep these things reengaged 
and do it safely,” the Democratic governor said 
during a news conference, in which a top state 
health offi cial warned the state may be at the 
beginning of a third surge.

Under a revised health order that takes effect 
Monday, certain outdoor arenas and stadiums—
including the Detroit Tigers’ Comerica Park—
can seat 20% of their capacity if they have an 
infection-control plan that complies with state 
guidance. The cap, which has been 1,000, will 
rise to around 8,000 for Tigers games.

Starting April 2, all athletes ages 13 to 19 must 
participate in a weekly coronavirus testing pro-
gram.

Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, Michigan’s chief med-
ical executive, pointed to 315 outbreaks associ-
ated with sports teams in January and February.

“We want to identify any cases as soon as pos-
sible and prevent spread,” she said.

The order also will let people go unmasked 
at residential gatherings if everyone has been 
vaccinated, which aligns with recent guidance 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

Michigan ups stadium capacity, 
requires teen athlete testing

By ED WHITE

Associated Press

DETROIT —A western Michigan 

restaurant owner was arrested before 

dawn Friday and hauled to jail, a dra-

matic turn in a monthslong dispute 

over her persistent refusal to comply 

with orders and restrictions tied to 

the coronavirus.

Marlena Pavlos-Hackney will 

remain in jail until she pays $7,500 

and authorities confi rm that Marle-

na’s Bistro and Pizzeria in Holland, 

Michigan, is closed, a judge said.

“She has put the community at 

risk. We are in the middle of a pan-

demic,” Ingham County Judge Rose-

marie Aquilina said.

State investigators said Pav-

los-Hackney, 55, was ignoring caps 

on restaurant capacity and wasn’t 

enforcing mask rules. Her food 

license was suspended Jan. 20, but 

the business remained open.

A different judge declared Pav-

los-Hackney in contempt of court on 

March 4 and ordered an arrest if the 

business remained open.

“You have selfi shly not followed 

the orders. ... This is the wrong way 

to get publicity,” Aquilina said. “It’s 

the wrong way to be a good citizen.”

Pavlos-Hackney’s attorney, Rob-

ert Baker, said she would imme-

diately pay $7,500 and close the 

restaurant.

State police arrested her in Park 

Township, near Holland, and drove 

90 miles (145 kilometers) to the Ing-

ham County jail. Pavlos-Hackney 

seemed to shrug off the possibility 

of an arrest just a day earlier as she 

poured coffee for customers.

“We don’t want this country to 

be a communist regime that’s going 

to dictate what we can do and what 

we cannot do,” the native of Poland 

told WOOD-TV on Thursday.

To reduce the spread of the coro-

navirus, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer at 

times has put strict limits on restau-

rants and bars. In-person dining, 

with limited capacities, was rein-

stated Feb. 1 after a 10-week halt. 

There were other restrictions ear-

lier in the pandemic.

State regulators have suspended 

licenses at businesses that violate 

the rules.

Attorney General Dana Nessel 

defended the arrest on Twitter, say-

ing Pavlos-Hackney was putting the 

public at risk.

“Can’t understand how or why 

this is controversial,” Nessel, a Dem-

ocrat, said.

The court hearing got off to a 

rocky start: A man who acknowl-

edged he’s not a licensed lawyer was 

arrested for contempt after Aqui-

lina said it was improper for him 

to fi le a document on Pavlos-Hack-

ney’s behalf.

The judge then asked her if she 

would pledge to tell the truth. Pav-

los-Hackney didn’t reply.

“I know you want to control this 

room but this isn’t Burger King,” 

Aquilina said. “When the sign 

changes to Burger King you can have 

it your way. Right now this is my 

courtroom, and you will answer my 

questions.”

Michigan restaurant owner in jail for 
defying virus orders
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Marlena Pavlos-Hackney serves customers at her restaurant, Marlena’s Bis-
tro and Pizzeria in Holland, Mich., on Thursday. Police arrested Pavlos-Hack-
ney, who has defi ed coronavirus restrictions while operating her restaurant. 
State police arrested Marlena Pavlos-Hackney near Holland, Michigan, before 
dawn Friday.

Desks can now be closer

By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. —There 
will be enough coronavirus vac-
cine in Wisconsin by the end of 
June to immunize 80% of those 
age 16 and over in the state, hit-
ting a key target to achieve herd 
immunity for COVID-19, a top 
state health offi cial said Thurs-
day.

“Wouldn’t that be a won-
derful 4th of July celebration, 
to hit 80% community immu-
nity in the state of Wisconsin?” 
said Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services Secretary Julie 
Willems Van Dijk.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
nation’s top infectious disease 
expert, has said the nation 
must achieve a vaccination 
rate of about 80% to reach 
“herd immunity.” Other health 
experts have said “herd immu-
nity” won’t be reached until 
90% of the population is vac-
cinated.

As of Thursday, more than 
23% of Wisconsin residents 
had received at least one dose 
of the vaccine and more than 
13%, about 761,000 people, 
were fully vaccinated, accord-
ing to the health department.

On Monday, more than 2 mil-
lion people ages 16 to 64 with 
any of a broad array of preexist-
ing conditions including being 
overweight, having high blood 
pressure or moderate asthma, 
will become eligible. Everyone 

over age 65 ,and all frontline 
health care workers, grocery 
store workers and restaurant 
employees are already eligible.

Everyone in Wisconsin will 
be eligible “no later” than May 
1, Willems Van Dijk said.

Also Thursday, health offi -
cials said they do not anticipate 
being able to determine in what 
type of group housing more 
than 1,700 people who died 
from COVID-19 resided, even as 
the state recently added nearly 
1,000 deaths from unknown to 
long-term care facilities.

State health officials in 
recent weeks have been revising 
and updating the data, includ-
ing matching the addresses of 
known long-term care facilities 
with those who have died. That 
resulted in about 1,000 people 
who died while residing in a 
long-term care facility being 
moved from the unknown cat-
egory.

The percentage of unknown 
deaths in group housing set-
tings dropped from 46% to 

26%, with the deaths in long-
term care facilities increasing 
from 26% to 45%. On Thurs-
day, the state reported at least 
2,935 COVID-19 deaths in long-
term care facilities. That’s up 
from 1,956 reported earlier this 
month. There were 1,719 deaths 
in the unknown category for 
group homes.

Long-term care facilities 
include nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities. Other 
group housing facilities include 
prisons, homeless shelters, dor-
mitories, and group homes.

The accuracy of COVID-19 
data has been an issue in many 
states, particularly among crit-
ics of efforts earlier in the pan-
demic to close businesses and 
take other mitigation steps to 
slow the spread of the virus. 
New York Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s administration is under 
federal investigation after it 
underreported deaths in nurs-
ing homes following his deci-
sion to open them to recover-
ing COVID-19 patients.

Offi cial: Herd immunity possible in Wisconsin by July

“
“ Wouldn’t that be a wonderful 4th of July celebra-

tion, to hit 80% community immunity in the state 

of Wisconsin?.”

Julie Willems Van Dijk
Wisconsin Department of Health Services Secretary 


