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Good morning,

Irene Marquardt!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly sunny

HIGH: 73  LOW: 56
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ATLANTA — For the second 
time in four years, the Democratic 
presidential primary pitted the 
expanding progressive movement 
against an eventually victorious 
establishment. But as the party 
gathers virtually this week to 
nominate Joe Biden for the pres-
idency, the possibility of President 
Donald Trump’s reelection has 
become Democrats’ unifying and 
energizing force.

“Nobody fits neatly and tightly 
into any one bucket,” said Georgia 
Democratic Chairwoman Nikema 
Williams. “What we all fit into is 
knowing that right now we don’t 
have leadership in our country, 
and it’s hurting all of us.”

That’s an important shift from 
2016, when Hillary Clinton strug-
gled to build a coalition between 
her supporters and those who 

backed Sen. Bernie Sanders, who 
again finished as runner-up this 
year. It reflects both the work 
Biden has done to court the left 
and the urgency among Democrats 
to defeat Trump, which has only 
intensified amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, economic turmoil and 
a national reckoning on racism.

Still, the party’s ideological 
splits haven’t vanished. There are 
disagreements over how to achieve 
universal health care, make high-
er education affordable, overhaul 
law enforcement practices and 
reengage with countries that are 
questioning America’s role in the 
world.

Leaders on the left warn that 
Biden must still keep their inter-
ests in mind, offering a reminder 
that even a November victory won’t 
guarantee a united front during a 
Biden presidency.

“Progressives are going to vote 
against Trump,” said Stephanie 

Taylor, co-founder of the Progressive 
Change Campaign Committee, 
but she called it “demoralizing 
and wrong” for Biden and the 
Democratic National Committee to 
give convention airtime to figures 
like billionaire Mike Bloomberg, 
the former New York City mayor 
who spent more than $500 million 
of his own money running for the 
nomination.

Taylor nodded at Biden’s pick 
of Kamala Harris as his running 
mate, the first Black woman on a 
major party’s ticket. But she cast 
the California senator, who is also 
of Asian descent, as an establish-
ment politician alongside Biden, a 
former vice president first elected 
to the Senate in 1972.

“If Biden and Harris want to 
energize progressives to donate and 
volunteer,” Taylor said, “they need 
to elevate leaders like Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez and Julián Castro, 
and policies like canceling stu-
dent debt and Medicare for All. 
Progressive energy matters, and 
voter energy matters. We’re fight-
ing Trump as hard as we can right 

By BILL BARROW

Associated Press

Democrats to rally 
behind Biden
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Freight-trailor bike
Alan Scott, Menominee, rides his bike across the Interstate 
bridge Tuesday in Marinette.

■ Party members still disagree on universal 
health care, affordable higher education

MENOMINEE — The pos-
sibility of increasing the sal-
ary of Menominee County 
Commissioners was discussed 
Monday at the county’s finance 
committee meeting. This was part 
of the final discussion about the 
2020/2021 budget before its pre-
sentation to the full county board.

The baseline salary Menominee 
County offers its commissioners is 
below average compared to other 
counties in the state of Michigan 
that have comparable populations.

“I don’t think it would be 

unreasonable to raise our sala-

ries,” Commissioner Jan Hafeman 

said. However, she said that with 

nine commissioners, there would 

be a greater burden on its budget.

Commissioner Larry Schei said 

having a higher baseline salary 

could encourage more people to 

run for the positions during elec-

By EMILY HARWOOD

EagleHerald staff writer

eharwood@eagleherald.com

Committee recommends 
commissioner salary increaseLANSING, Mich. — Michigan 

legislators gave final approval 
Monday to bills that would pro-
vide flexibility for K-12 schools 
as they prepare to open amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, waiving 
physical attendance and mini-
mum instruction requirements 
to allow for remote classes.

The legislation, which Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer will sign, 
would give districts and char-
ter schools the option to choose 
in-person instruction, online or 
a hybrid based on consulting 
with local health departments. 
Their student count, the foun-
dation of state funding, would 
be weighted heavily toward last 
year’s figure and less so on 
uncertain enrollment in the new 
academic year.

The plan utilizes innova-

tive methods of instruction 
and keeps kids safe “with-
out jeopardizing their educa-
tion,” said House Education 
Committee Chairwoman Pamela 
Hornberger, a Republican from 
Macomb County’s Chesterfield 
Township.

The measures were passed on 
77-33, 77-29 and 81-25 biparti-
san votes in the GOP-controlled 
House two days after clearing the 
Republican-led Senate following 
a deal with the Democratic gov-
ernor.

The bills would revise how 
attendance is linked to funding. 
Currently, districts must have 
75% average daily attendance to 
get their full state aid. Instead, 
schools would have to make sure 
there are two-way interactions 
between 75% of students and 
their teachers.

By DAVID EGGERT

Associated Press

Michigan gives schools 
flexibility in pandemic

The Associated Press

In a photo provided by the Michigan Office of the Governor, Michigan 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer addresses the state during a speech in 
Lansing, Mich., Friday.

““There will never be an incentive large enough 

to bring in those people, the incentive should be to 

make the county better and to offer their time and 

services to make it better.”

Steve Gromala

Menominee County commissioner

See DNC, A3

See SCHOOLS, A3

MENOMINEE — The Menominee 
City Council held a public hearing 
on a possible ordinance regarding 
the expansion of the Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) bor-
ders to include properties east of 
the intersection of 10th Street and 
10th Avenue.

Prior to opening the floor 
for public comments, Executive 

Assistant Susan Johnson read 
an email with comments from a 
resident in the 700 block of 10th 
Avenue whose property would 
become part of the expanded down-
town. She read: “‘By my address, 
my property will become part of 
the downtown, and as such will 
be taxed accordingly, which will 
mean an increase in my property 
taxes...While I think the downtown 
development program will benefit 
the whole city, I don’t feel that, by 
virtue of where I happen to live, I 

should experience a tax increase 
for the program’s sake.’” Johnson 
said the resident requested that 
her property be exempt from the 
tax increase should the council 
decide to expand the boundaries.

Zak Aubert, the owner of Wind 
Rose North Outfitters and chair of 
the DDA, spoke in support of the 
boundary expansion. “My business 
is within the proposed boundary 
expansion. It is a long-term invest-
ment in Menominee. We’ve been 
working with the public since 2017 
under the Downtown Development 
Authority purview, we’ve had sev-
eral public meetings where we’ve 
discussed what we’d like to see 

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald staff writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

DDA expansion discussed
Residents, business owners speak out 
against City of Menominee ordinance

See DDA, A3

See SALARIES, A3
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