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Good morning,

Mike Balthazor!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Mostly sunny

HIGH: 60  LOW: 42

MADISON, Wis. — Gov. Tony 
Evers’ administration issued a 
new order Tuesday limiting the 
size of public indoor gatherings 
as COVID-19 spreads unchecked 
across the state, in a move certain 
to alienate Republicans as well as 
tavern and restaurant owners.

Wisconsin has become one of 
the worst hot spots for the disease 
over the last month, with experts 

attributing the spike in cases to 

colleges and schools reopening 

and general fatigue about wear-

ing masks and social distancing. 

The state ranked third nationwide 

this week in the number of new 

cases per capita, with 548 cases 

per 100,000 people, according to 

Johns Hopkins University.

State health officials reported 

2,020 new cases on Tuesday and 

18 additional deaths. The state 

has now seen 136,379 cases and 

1,399 deaths since the pandemic 

began.

The order from state 

Department of Health Services 

Secretary Andrea Palm, a mem-

ber of Evers’ cabinet, limits pub-

lic indoor gatherings to 25% of 

the room or building’s capacity. 

Gatherings in indoor spaces with-

out an occupancy limit will be 

limited to 10 people. The order 

does not apply to colleges, schools, 

churches, polling locations, politi-

By TODD RICHMOND

The Associated Press

See ORDER, A3

Evers restricts indoor gatherings

EagleHerald/Rick Gebhard

Canopy colors
Trees, sunflowers and flags line Garfield Avenue 
Tuesday in Marinette.

Public indoor get-togethers are limited to 25% capacity or 10 people

““We’re in a crisis right now and need to imme-

diately change our behavior to save lives.” 

Tony Evers

Wisconsin Governor

MARINETTE — Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) Wildlife Biologist David 
Halfmann gave several updates 
and warnings to the Development 
Committee concerning the upcoming 
hunting season.

“Hunting season has begun. As 
of this year, the spring turkey hunt-
ing season was very successful, with 
40-50% success for hunters. This 
success is transferring into the fall, 
people have more time on their hands 
due to COVID so they are hunting 
more. Fishing season was also quite 
busy, but now we are seeing all that 
transfer into the fall hunting season 
with small game and bowhunting,” 
said Halfmann at Tuesday’s meeting.

Halfmann reported that more 
hunters are heading out to the woods 
to take advantage of an activity that is, 
by its very nature, socially distanced. 

“A big challenge for many hunters 
this year is the DNR’s customer ser-
vice. Our customer service offices are 

not open for in-person contact. We 

are asking people either call in or go 

online for their information or licens-

ing needs,” said Halfmann. 

Halfmann continued his report, 

warning the committee of EHD 

(Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease) 

which is spread to deer by biting flies 

or midges. There have been some 

localized outbreaks in Oconto County 

near Oconto Falls and in Buffalo 

County. “By localized I mean very 

localized, there’s only two location of 

about 80 to 120 acres affected at this 

time. The death toll to deer has only 

been about 20 deer in each area. If 

Marinette County hunters encoun-

ter dead deer without injuries or an 

unknown cause of death they should 

contact the DNR.” 

According to Halfmann, it is per-

fectly fine for hunters to consume 

these sick deer. Given that the disease 

is viral, it cannot be spread through 

consuming infected meat. 

Another infection for hunters to 

watch out for this season is Chronic 

Wasting Sisease. This disease is some-

thing that Halfmann and the DNR 

request hunters to keep a lookout for. 

While no cases have been reported in 

the Marinette County area, the DNR 

want’s to keep an eye out for cases. If 

hunters are willing, the DNR requests 

them to donate the heads of their kills 

to the DNR in order to test for the 

disease. 

Halfmann also addressed the PFAS 

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

See DEER, A3

DNR gives updates, warning
■ Deer in neighboring counties were infected with EHD

““A big challenge for 

many hunters this year 

is the DNR’s customer 

service. Our customer 

service offices are not 

open for in-person con-

tact. We are asking peo-

ple either call in or go 

online for their informa-

tion or licensing needs.”

David Halfmann

DNR Wildlife Biologist

LANSING, Mich. — Michigan’s 
health chief said Tuesday he has 
“broad” legal authority to curb the 
coronavirus, as he issued addition-
al orders reinstituting restrictions 
negated by a state Supreme Court 
ruling and requiring schools to notify 
the public of infections.

Robert Gordon, director of the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, reinstated rules for nurs-
ing homes and other congregate-care 
settings. He also told local health 
departments to inform K-12 schools 
within 24 hours of learning of a con-
firmed or probable case of COVID-19. 
A school must post it on its website 
within 24 hours of being notified.

The steps came a day after Gordon 
ordered the wearing of masks and 
limits on gathering sizes following the 
court decision that declared uncon-
stitutional a law Democratic Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer had used to uni-
laterally extend an emergency order 
and underlying virus-related restric-
tions.

He again cited a 1978 law that 
empowers him to act to control a pan-
demic — a law that stemmed from a 
1919 law that was enacted after the 
Spanish flu pandemic.

“It’s a broad grant of authority,” he 
told The Associated Press by phone. 
“The actions we’re taking fall well 
within it.”

Opponents of the orders could file 

lawsuits. A Republican legislative 
leader has come out against codifying 
mask and other rules into law, saying 
businesses, nonprofits and schools 

By DAVID EGGERT

The Associated Press

Michigan health 
chief cites ‘broad’ 

authority, issues rules
MARINETTE — Several Marinette County boards and com-

mittees are in search for new members to fill their ranks.

While several positions require the applicants to be from cer-

tain groups or professions, others only require a desire to serve 

your local government. 

The boards and committee’s looking for new members are:

■ Aging and Disability Resource Center Governing Board. The 
new member must be an advocate or consumer of the center. 

■ Zoning Board of Adjustment. One member from Marinette 
County and one other alternate member. 

■ Health and Human Services Board. The new member must 
be a physician. 

■ Marinette County Industrial Development Corporation. The 
new member must be a private industry/business/utility member. 

■ Marinette County Tourism Alliance Committee. On new 
member must be from the Marinette Menominee Chamber of 

Commerce and the other new member must be from the Peshtigo 

Chamber of Commerce. 

■ Veterans’ Service Commission. The new member must be a 
veteran from Marinette County. 

Marinette County’s Executive Assistant Kari LaCount encour-

ages anyone who is interested in serving to apply.

“We must have over 60 different committees in Marinette 

County,” said LaCount. “Each committee and board is different, 

and some positions can be quite difficult to fill. Physician posi-

tions are very difficult to fill because finding doctors who can 

meet during the middle of the day can be hard, same with the 

Tourism alliance. Right now committees are not meeting in per-

son, they’re meeting virtually and only when it’s required.”

Most of these boards and commissions only meet a few times 

a year or on an as-needed basis.

Positions on several boards and committees are always open-

ing up to be filled. “We have to run applicants through the indi-

vidual committee and the county board, but we encourage any-

one who wishes to apply, to do it. Positions are open to anybody 

over the age of 18, We’ve even had some college students serve on 

several different committees,” said LaCourt. 

Applications are available on Marinette County’s website, 

under more and then under news. 

By ABBY KNIPFEL

EagleHerald staff writer

aknipfel@eagleherald.com

Marinette County seeks 
new board members 

See VIRUS, A3

““Orders matter. The 

law matters. They set 

common expectations, 

and they help everyone 

know what they need to 

do. The science behind 

what we are doing 

is 100% clear. Masks 

reduce the spread of 

COVID. Social distancing 

reduces the spread of 

COVID.”

Robert Gordon

Department of Health and Human 

Services director
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