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The biggest vaccination cam-
paign in U.S. history kicked off 
Monday as health workers rolled 
up their sleeves for shots to pro-
tect them from COVID-19 and 
start beating back the pandem-
ic—a day of optimism even as the 
nation’s death toll closed in on 
300,000.

“I feel hopeful today. Relieved,” 
critical care nurse Sandra Lind-
say said after getting a shot in the 
arm at Long Island Jewish Medi-
cal Center in New York.

With a countdown of “three, 
two, one,” workers at Ohio State 
University’s Wexner Medical Cen-
ter gave the fi rst injections to 
applause.

And in New Orleans, Steven 
Lee, an intensive care unit phar-
macist at Ochsner Medical Cen-
ter, summed up the moment as 
he got his own vaccination: “We 
can fi nally prevent the disease as 
opposed to treating it.”

Other hospitals around the 
country, from Rhode Island to 
Texas, unloaded precious frozen 
vials of vaccine made by Pfi zer 
Inc. and its German partner BioN-
Tech, with staggered deliveries set 
throughout Monday and today. 
Several other countries also have 
authorized the vaccine, including 
Britain, which started vaccinating 
people last week.

For health care workers, who 
along with nursing home resi-
dents will be fi rst in line for vac-
cination, hope is tempered by 
grief and the sheer exhaustion of 
months spent battling a coronavi-
rus that still is surging in the U.S. 
and around the world.

“This is mile 24 of a marathon. 
People are fatigued. But we also 
recognize that this end is in sight,” 
said Dr. Chris Dale of Swedish 
Health Services in Seattle.

Packed in dry ice to stay at 
ultra-frozen temperatures, the 
first of nearly 3 million doses 
being shipped are a down payment 
on the amount needed. More of 
the Pfi zer-BioNTech vaccine will 

arrive each week. And later this 

week, the FDA will decide whether 

to green-light the world’s second 

rigorously studied COVID-19 vac-

cine, made by Moderna Inc.

While the U.S. hopes for enough 

of both vaccines together to vac-

cinate 20 million people by the 

end of the month, there won’t be 

enough for the average person to 

get a shot until spring.

“This is the light at the end of 

the tunnel. But it’s a long tunnel,” 

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

said.

Now the hurdle is to rapidly 

get vaccine into the arms of mil-

lions, not just doctors and nurses 

but other at-risk health workers 

such as janitors and food han-

dlers—and then deliver a second 

dose three weeks later.

“We’re also in the middle of a 

surge, and it’s the holidays, and 

our health care workers have been 

working at an extraordinary pace,” 

said Sue Mashni, chief pharmacy 

offi cer at Mount Sinai Health Sys-

tem in New York City.

Plus, the shots can cause tem-

porary fever, fatigue and aches as 

they rev up people’s immune sys-

tems, forcing hospitals to stagger 

employee vaccinations.

A wary public will be watch-

ing closely to see whether health 

workers embrace vaccinations. 

Just half of Americans say they 

want to get vaccinated, while 

about a quarter don’t and the rest 

are unsure, according to a recent 

poll by The Associated Press-

NORC Center for Public Health 

Research.

The FDA, considered the 

world’s strictest medical regu-

lator, said the Pfi zer-BioNTech 

vaccine, which was developed at 

breakneck speed less than a year 

after the virus was identified, 

appears safe and strongly protec-

tive, and it laid out the data in a 

daylong public meeting last week 

for scientists and consumers alike 

to see.

“Please, people, when you look 

back in a year and you say to your-

self, ‘Did I do the right thing?’ I 

hope you’ll be able to say, ‘Yes, 

because I looked at the evidence,’” 

Dr. Francis Collins, director of the 

National Institutes of Health, said 

Sunday on NBC’s “Meet the Press.” 

“People are dying right now. How 

could you possibly say, ‘Let’s wait 

and see’?”

Still, in winning approval for 

widespread emergency use, the 

vaccine was cleared before a fi nal 

study in nearly 44,000 people is 

complete. That research is con-

tinuing to try to answer additional 

questions.

For example, while the vaccine 

is effective at preventing COVID-

19 illness, it is not yet clear if it 

will stop the symptomless spread 

that accounts for half of all cases.

The shots still must be stud-

ied in children and during preg-

nancy. But the American College 

of Obstetricians and Gynecolo-

gists said Sunday that vaccina-

tion should not be withheld from 

pregnant women who otherwise 

would qualify.

Also, regulators in Britain are 

investigating a few severe aller-

gic reactions. The FDA’s instruc-

tions tell providers not to give it 

to those with a known history of 

severe allergic reactions to any of 

its ingredients.
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At right, Dr. Michelle 
Chester draws the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine into a syringe at 
Long Island Jewish Medi-
cal Center Monday in the 
Queens borough of New 
York. Above, Sandra Lind-
say, left, a nurse at med-
ical center, is inoculated 
with the vaccine by Ches-
ter.

Help arrives in virus battle
US health workers start 

getting COVID-19 vaccine

“
“ This is mile 24 of a mar-

athon. People are fatigued. 

But we also recognize that 

this end is in sight.”

Dr. Chris Dale
Swedish Health Services, Seattle

Nygren will join health 
insurance group

MADISON, Wis. — The 

Wisconsin Association 

of Health Plans (WAHP) 

announced Monday that 

former State Rep. John 

Nygren, R-Marinette, 

accepted the position of 

executive director for the 

organization. He will offi -

cially join the association 

later this month.

“On behalf of the Asso-

ciation’s Board of Directors, 

I am excited to make this 

announcement,” said Peter 

Farrow, Association Board 

President and CEO of Group 

Health Cooperative of Eau 

Claire. “John’s demon-

strated leadership abilities 

and experience in the insur-

ance industry make him an 

obvious choice to lead the 

association into the future.”

Farrow said that the 

organization conducted an 

extensive search and inter-

viewed a diverse range of 

candidates. In the end, 

Nygren’s range of experi-

ence in insurance and gov-

ernment, coupled with 

his proven ability to lead 

through complex issues, 

made the decision clear for 

the Association Board.

“I look forward to using 

my experience in health 

insurance and government to 

guide the Wisconsin Associa-

tion of Health Plans,” Nygren 

said. “The pandemic has pre-

sented unique challenges for 

health care and forced the 

industry to quickly adjust 

to unique needs. My expe-

rience guiding complicated 

legislation into law will help 

the association during these 

uncertain times.”

Nygren, 56, announced 

his resignation Dec. 1 and 

it was effective a day later. 

The Marinette native has 

been the District 89 rep-

resentative 

since 2007. 

He defeated 

Democra t 

Karl Jaeger 

in Novem-

ber.

Because 

the resigna-

tion came 

after Dec. 1, no special elec-

tion is necessary, according 

to state statutes. The post 

will be fi lled in the spring 

election in April. Nygren 

said a staff member will 

be available to handle con-

cerns of constituents.

Nygren said he plans to 

stay in the area and Mag-

gie will continue to teach at 

Marinette High School. 

Earlier this month, 

Nygren refl ected on his 14 

years in Madison.

“It’s been a humbling 

experience,” he said. “When 

I drive down East Washing-

ton (Avenue) and look at the 

Capitol, it kind of takes my 

breath away a little bit.”

Farrow also again 

thanked outgoing Asso-

ciation CEO, Nancy Wen-

zel, as she completes her 

tenure with WAHP. Wen-

zel announced her intent 

to retire in early 2020, but 

then delayed her retirement 

to help lead WAHP through 

the tumultuous early days of 

the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Nancy and I have worked 

together on health insurance 

issues in Wisconsin for well 

over 25 years,” Farrow said. “It 

is with very mixed emotions 

that I thank my good friend 

for her service as leader of the 

association.  ”

The Wisconsin Associa-

tion of Health Plans is the 

voice of Wisconsin’s com-

munity-based health plans. 

Member health plans pro-

vide health insurance cov-

erage in every Wiscon-

sin county to individuals, 

employers and government 

programs.

Former state lawmaker 

will be the executive 

director for WAHP

Nygren

Charley Pride overcame racial barriers 
as a true country music star

By KRISTIN M. HALL

Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. —

Charley Pride wasn’t coun-

try music’s fi rst Black art-

ist, but he reached heights 

that had not been available 

to early Black singers and 

musicians in the genre. And 

he did it by winning over 

millions of country music 

fans.

While Pride’s career path 

was paved by artists like 

Opry pioneer DeFord Bai-

ley, the Grammy-winner’s 

success put him on par with 

his white peers, including 

Willie Nelson, Glen Camp-

bell and Merle Haggard, in 

a way that had never been 

afforded to Black artists 

before.

Pride, whose hits include 

“Kiss an Angel Good Morn-

ing” and “Is Anybody Goin’ 

to San Antone,” died Sat-

urday in Dallas of compli-

cations from COVID-19, 

according to his publicist. 

He was 86.

The pride of Sledge, Mis-

sissippi, was the son of a 

sharecropper who initially 

turned to sports as a way to 

a better life.

He was a pitcher and out-

fi elder in the Negro Ameri-

can League with the Mem-

phis Red Sox and in the Pio-

neer League in Montana.

After playing minor 

league baseball, he ended 

up in Helena, Montana, 

where he worked in a zinc 

smelting plant by day and 

played country music in 

nightclubs at night.

Baseball was Pride’s 

fi rst success, but it was the 

Grand Ole Opry that his 

father insisted everyone lis-

ten to on their home radio 

that would prove to be his 

lasting legacy.

“Everything we listened 

to was what he had tuned 

it to, so I got to listening 

to Grand Ole Opry and all 
when I was small and I got 
hooked on it and it just went 
from there,” Pride told The 
Associated Press at the 
Grand Ole Opry in Nash-
ville in 2017. “I had no idea 
that I was preparing myself 
for this, but I’m glad, espe-
cially since I didn’t make it 
in baseball.”

After a tryout with the 
New York Mets, Pride vis-
ited Nashville and broke 
into country music when 
Chet Atkins, head of RCA 
Records, heard two of his 
demo tapes and signed him.

His fi rst few singles were 
sent to radio stations with-
out a publicity photo. After 
his race became known, a 
few country radio stations 
refused to play his music, 
and some promoters were 
hesitant to book him.

Until the early 1990s, 
when Cleve Francis came 
along, Pride was the only 
Black country singer signed 
to a major label. During his 
career, other Black country 
artists such as Linda Mar-
tell, O.B. McClinton and 
Stoney Edwards were also 
charting country songs, as 

well as Ray Charles and the 
Pointer Sisters. In 1993, he 
joined the Grand Ole Opry 
cast in Nashville.

“They used to ask me 
how it feels to be the ‘fi rst 
colored country singer,’” he 
told The Dallas Morning 
News in 1992. “Then it was 
‘fi rst Negro country singer;’ 
then ‘first Black country 
singer.’ Now I’m the ‘fi rst 
African-American coun-
try singer.� That’s about the 
only thing that’s changed. 
This country is so race-con-
scious, so ate-up with colors 
and pigments. I call it ‘skin 
hangups’—it’s a disease.”

Still, he remains the 
only Black country artist 
to achieve many of those 
heights, a sign that country 
music still has a long way 
to go to breaking down the 
racial walls, even decades 
later.

Throughout his career, he 
sang positive songs instead 
of sad ones often associated 
with country music.

 He was the fi rst Black art-
ist to win the genre’s high-
est prize, CMA Award enter-
tainer of the year in 1971, 
over nominees Haggard, 

Loretta Lynn, Jerry Reed 

and Conway Twitty. He was 

the fi rst Black co-host of the 

CMA Awards in 1975 with 

Campbell and earned a life-

time achievement award at 

the CMA Awards this year. 

He received a Lifetime 

Achievement Award from 

the Recording Academy in 

2017.

Pride released dozens of 

albums and sold more than 

25 million records during a 

career that began in the mid-

1960s. Hits besides “Kiss an 

Angel Good Morning” in 

1971 included “Is Anybody 

Goin’ to San Antone,” “Burg-

ers and Fries,” “Mountain of 

Love,” and “Someone Loves 

You Honey.”

As a trailblazer, he 

inspired countless other 

Black country artists, 

including Darius Rucker, 

who moved from rock to 

country.

“My heart is so heavy,” 

Rucker wrote on Twit-

ter. “He destroyed barriers 

and did things that no one 

had ever done. But today 

Im thinking of my friend. 

Heaven just got one of the 

fi nest people I know.I miss 

and love u CP!”

Pride joined up with 

country singer Jimmie 

Allen to perform “Kiss an 

Angel Good Morning” at the 

CMA Awards in November, 

his last performance.

 “I’d like to be remem-

bered as a good person who 

tried to be a good enter-

tainer and made people 

happy, was a good Ameri-

can who paid his taxes and 

made a good living,” Pride 

told The AP in 1985. “I tried 

to do my best and contrib-

ute my part.”

He is survived by his wife, 

Rozene, whom he married 

in 1956; three children, 

Kraig, Dion and Angela; and 

several grandchildren.
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In this Oct. 4, 2000, fi le photo, Charley Pride performs 
during his induction into the Country Music Hall of Fame at 
the Country Music Association Awards show at the Grand 
Ole Opry House in Nashville, Tenn. Pride died Saturday in 
Dallas of complications from Covid-19. He was 86.


