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TODAY: Partly sunny and 
humid.

HIGH: 85     LOW: 65

DEATHS
Johnson, Betty
Krienke, Christine
Reed, Cynthia

INSIDE
From A1: The EagleHerald bids 

farewell to longtime editor Terri 

Lescelius. A3

Sports: Post 39’s season comes 

to a close. B1

By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor

dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—A sea-
soned detective from the 
Marinette County Sheriff ’s 
Office, who has worked on 
a cold case double mur-
der for about 18 years, 
explained how he was able 
to obtain vital DNA evi-
dence from the suspect in 
the case.

Det. Todd Baldwin took 
the witness stand Thurs-
day and told how he and 
an Oconto County officer 
used trickery to get the evi-
dence from Raymand Van-
nieuwenhoven, 84, Lake-
wood. Vannieuwenhoven is 
accused in the July 9, 1976, 
murders of a Green Bay 
couple who was camping 
at McClintock Park in the 
Town of Silver Cliff. David 
Schuldes, 25, and Ellen 
Matheys, 24, were shot and 
killed at the campground. 
They were engaged.

Matheys was sexu-
ally assaulted, but that 
charge has been dismissed 
because the statute of lim-
itations has elapsed. There 

is no statute of limitations 
for the two first-degree 
homicide charges against 
Vannieuwenhoven.

The first week of the 
trial is complete. There 
was no testimony Friday 
and the state is expected 
to call its last witnesses on 

Monday. Defense witnesses 
will follow.

Baldwin told special 
prosecutor Mark Williams 
that he has been with the 
Marinette County Sheriff ’s 
Office for nearly 20 years, 
most of those as a detec-
tive. Before that he was a 

Milwaukee police officer 
for five years. He said he 
has been working on the 
McClintock Park case spo-
radically since about 2003, 
combing through thou-
sands of pages in the files.

Williams asked the 
detective if Marinette 

County ever gave up on 
this case. “There wasn’t a 
time when the Marinette 
(County) Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment threw their hands up 
and said ‘we’ll never solve 
this, let’s just close it?’” he 
asked.

“No we did not give up 

on this case,” Baldwin said. 
“We always followed up on 
suspects.”

A DNA profile obtained 
through evidence was 
already on file with the 
State Crime Lab, accord-
ing to previous testimony.

The case went cold for 
many years until about 
three years ago. Baldwin 
explained how a break-
through came in 2018 when 
Parabon Nanolabs of Vir-
ginia developed new tech-
nology to examine DNA 
evidence, which could pro-
vide certain genetic char-
acteristics of possible sus-
pects through DNA.

Baldwin testified that 
he and Lt. Barry Degnitz, 
along with Sheriff Jerry 
Sauve, decided to hire 
Parabon Nanolabs after 
researching the company 
and what its new program 
had to offer.

On Dec. 21, 2018, Para-
bon contacted Baldwin 
and informed him that 
a possible suspect was 
found through the DNA 
testing.

He said they gave him 
a Green Bay-area family—
the Vannieuwenhovens—
that had four sons and 
four grandsons who possi-
bly could be a match.

The detective’s next 

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer

mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—The All 
American Circus came to 
the Community REC Cen-
ter in Marinette for the first 
time Thursday to entertain 
locals for a night of acro-
batics, fire dancing and 
motorcycles.

Before the show com-
menced, attendees milled 
around looking for seats 
and stood in long, snak-
ing lines to buy pink cot-
ton candy, popcorn, soda, 
neon-illuminated toys and 
plastic trumpets at the 
booths standing near the 
entrance. The gymnasium 
was a kaleidoscope of chat-
ter, blaring trumpets (they 
sounded like the unfurling 
horns handed out at kids’ 
birthday parties) and syn-
copating lights.

Lindsay Bjorkman, who 
grew up in Marinette but 
currently lives in Peshtigo, 
was standing next to a row 
of folding chairs with her 
son before the show. She 
said it was her first time 
going to a circus in Mari-
nette and didn’t recall 
one ever coming to town 
in previous years. When 

she asked her young son 
if he was excited to see the 
show, he shyly shrugged 
his shoulders.

“I think he’s more excited 
to see the motorbike,” she 
said with a laugh, refer-
ring to the finale in which 
a motorcyclist would ride 

around inside a spherical 
cage.

Menominee resident 
David Freiss, who was 
standing in line with his 
grandson for one of the 
booths, also said he had 
never been to a circus in 
Marinette. He recalled, 

however, going to a cir-
cus in Menominee with his 
daughter over 20 years ago.

“I feel kinda scared 
because I’m scared of 
clowns,” Freiss’ grandson 
said with a smile when 

DNA gathering explained in murder trial
First week of 

double murder trial 
complete 

EagleHerald/Dan Kitkowski
Marinette County District Attorney DeShea Morrow brings a piece of evidence to Dr. Robert Corliss, a pathologist, 
Thursday in Circuit Court Branch 2.

See DNA, A2

All American Circus in Marinette

EagleHerald/Maya Shimizu Harris
Oscar Garcia gives kids a ride on the miniature horse around the circus ring before the 
All American Circus show Thursday at the Community REC Center in Marinette.

See CIRCUS, A2

By KATHY GANNON

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD—The Tal-

iban say they don’t want 
to monopolize power, but 
they insist there won’t be 
peace in Afghanistan until 
there is a new negotiated 
government in Kabul and 
President Ashraf Ghani is 
removed.

In an interview with 
The Associated Press, Tal-
iban spokesman, Suhail 
Shaheen, who is also a 
member of the group’s 

negotiating team, laid out 
the insurgents’ stance on 
what should come next in 
a country on the precipice.

The Taliban have swiftly 
captured territory in 
recent weeks, seized stra-
tegic border crossings and 
are threatening a num-
ber of provincial capitals—
advances that come as the 
last U.S. and NATO soldiers 
leave Afghanistan.

This week, the top U.S. 

Taliban: Afghan 
president must go

The Associated Press
In this March 19 file photo, Suhail Shaheen, Afghan Tal-
iban spokesman and a member of the negotiation team 
gestures while speaking during a joint news conference 
in Moscow, Russia.

See TALIBAN, A3


