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Good morning,

James R. Smith!

Thank you for subscrib-

ing to the EagleHerald
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Community healer
Menominee Nation member Eugene Webster Jr., Green Bay, dances in front of the Bear to pray for healing of the Twin 
Cities during the coronavirus pandemic. He is also donating his boxing belt to St. Jude’s Hospital to support them. 
Webster was the champion many times for the Universal Boxing Federation. The mouth of the Menominee River is 
where the Menominee Nation’s origin took place.

MADISON, Wis. — Faced 
with soaring coronavirus 
cases across Wisconsin, 
particularly on college cam-
puses, Gov. Tony Evers on 
Tuesday extended a state-
wide mask mandate until 
Nov. 21.

The order, which has 
been in effect since August, 
was scheduled to expire on 
Monday. Evers extended the 
order even as his authority 
to issue a previous mandate 
is being challenged by con-
servatives in court.

“We are seeing an 
alarming increase in cases 
across our state, especial-
ly on campus,” Evers said 
in announcing the exten-
sion. “We need folks to start 
taking this seriously, and 
young people especially — 
please stay home as much 
as you are able, skip head-
ing to the bars, and wear a 
mask whenever you go out. 
We need your help to stop 
the spread of this virus, 
and we all have to do this 
together.”

Wisconsin’s COVID-19 
cases have been soaring and 
the state now ranks third in 
the country for new cases 
per capita. A month ago, 
Wisconsin ranked 26th. 
Over the past two weeks, 
the rolling average number 
of daily new cases has gone 
up by 912, an increase of 
nearly 104%. There were 
357 new cases per 100,000 
people in Wisconsin over 
the past two weeks.

In total, more than 
104,000 people have test-
ed positive for COVID-19 in 
Wisconsin and there have 
been 1,251 deaths, accord-
ing to the state Department 

of Health Services.
Despite the surge of cases 

on University of Wisconsin 
campuses, Evers has stood 
by university leaders’ deci-
sion to open dorms and 
allow in-person instruction. 

But as the 
virus spread 
q u i c k l y 
among stu-
dents, cam-
puses across 
the state 
have had to 
quarantine 

dorms, fra-
ternity and sorority hous-
es, and temporarily shift to 
online-only classes.

At the flagship Madison 
campus, the university is 
testing thousands of stu-
dents, has quarantined 
two dorms and has gone 
to online instruction for 
two weeks in an attempt to 
slow the spread of the virus. 
University leaders voted last 
week to cancel spring break 
in March to reduce the risk 
of students traveling and 
contracting the virus.

The Madison campus 
reported that as of Monday, 
nearly 2,700 students 
had tested positive for the 
virus since early August. 
Additionally, 49 employees 
tested positive.

UW-Madison Chancellor 
Rebecca Blank has defend-
ed the decision to open 
campus, even as Dane 
County Executive Joe Parisi 
has called for the university 
to shut down and send stu-
dents home.

University of Wisconsin 
System President Tommy 
Thompson, a former 
Republican governor, said 
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in effect until Nov. 21

MENOMINEE — The Menominee 
City Council Monday voted to dissolve 
the city’s Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority and join on with the 
Brownfield Authority recently 
approved by Menominee County’s 
Board of Commissioners.

During the public comment portion 
of the meeting, Nancy Douglas, the 
director of the Menominee Business 
Development Corporation, encour-
aged the council to opt in with the 
county’s Brownfield Authority.

“This is a tool that we can use with 
commercial, housing and those types 
of developments,” she said. “We don’t 
have another tool that works with 
these folks except for low and mod-
erate income. I am currently working 
with three different developments, two 
of whom have inquired more than once 
about Brownfield redevelopment..”

According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency, a “brownfield” is 
basically defined as land that has 
been previously developed for com-
mercial or industrial use that may 
have low concentrations of contam-
ination. This kind of land is quite 
common across the United States, 
particularly in urban areas. Under 
Michigan’s Public Act 381 of 1996, 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authorities 
(BRAs) can be formed by any munic-
ipality, village, township or county to 
review proposals for redevelopment of 
eligible properties and determine what 
financial incentives would be needed 
to redevelop them.

The City of Menominee estab-
lished its Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority in 2007 and has been inac-
tive for over three years. City Treasurer 
Kathy Brofka recommended a reso-
lution to dissolve the authority and 
close the account, which was reviewed 
by Steven Frank, an attorney with 
Miller & Canfield. The total revenue 

from the account was $599,570.14 

and total expenditures on the account 

were $586,422.95, leaving a balance 

of $13,147.19, which was to be trans-

ferred into the general fund.

“You will not be doing anything 

other than giving yourselves the 

opportunity to use this tool. You will 

decide to use it on a project-by-project 

basis,” Douglas said.

In the agenda prep form relat-

ed to this item, City Manager Tony 

Graff said the city has sites which 

may qualify for this program. He said 

there may be eligible uses of the pro-

gram, including demolition, lead and 

asbestos abatement, site preparation, 

infrastructure improvements and 

assistance to land banks and local 

government units.

The resolution to dissolve the city’s 

BRA and the resolution to join in 

the county’s were both unanimously 

approved by the City Council.

By WES BEYER
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Menominee council votes to join 
county’s Brownfield Authority

Evers

MENOMINEE — The Menominee Board of 
Commissioners Tuesday discussed the possibil-
ity of allowing the Wild River Invasive Species 
Coalition to store boat-cleaning equipment at 
Shakey Lakes Park.

“The Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition 
(WRISC), as a multi-partner organization repre-
senting five counties in two states, is dedicated 
to the management of invasive species on our 
lands and waters through cooperation, educa-
tion, prevention, and control,” according to the 
organization’s website. It covers three counties in 
Wisconsin (Florence, Forest and Marinette coun-
ties) and two counties in Michigan (Menominee 
and Dickinson counties).

The storage, if allowed, would be free of charge 
in exchange for free boat-cleaning days offered at 
the park throughout the summer. These events 
help boaters keep their boats clean to ensure 
invasive species are not transported from one 

body of water to the next.
County Administrator Jason Carviou said the 

equipment in small enough to fit underneath 
items already in storage at the fair building and 
if the county ever needed that space itself, it can 
cancel the agreement with a second resolution.

“They would set up the boat wash stations 
multiple times throughout the year in exchange 
for that, we would provide free storage,” he said. 
He added there is enough space in the building to 
provide some to WRISC.

“If we want to keep our waters clean, we need 
to be vigilant, which is what these boat washes 
are about,” said Charlene Peterson, who spoke on 
behalf of WRISC at the meeting.

Menominee County would not be liable to any 
damage the boat wash equipment may incur 
while in storage at the fair building.

However, Commissioner Larry Phelps said the 
promise of providing free boat cleaning days is 
“trivial” to him.

“As far as return on it, boat washing is trivial 
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Menominee County discusses 
deal with Wild River group
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Sidekicks synch-up
Classmates, from left, Jeffrey Newbury, 9, Town of Grover, Jackson 
Fischer, 7,  Peshtigo and Amelia Saylor, 6, Menominee, do a sidekick 
during a beginners class for the Arising Martial Arts group Tuesday at 
the Marinette Community REC Center.
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