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TODAY: Partly cloudy with 
a rain shower possible
HIGH: 76     LOW: 59

DEATHS
Barribeau, 

Bernard

Bitters, Rita T.
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Kopish, Janice M.
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Sampson, Mary L.

Story, Matthew J.
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Walters, Caroline 

R.

INSIDE
Sports: Coach Pete 

Mayhew is entering 

the Menominee High 

School Athletic Hall 

of Fame. B1

Menominee schools combat 
red light violations

By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—School has been 
back in session for a little more than 
a month, and with the return to 
school comes the return of busses to 
get student there. However, Menom-
inee Area Public Schools’ Director of 
Operations Steve Sobay said there’s a 
bit of an issue: Drivers driving past 
the buses while their stop lights are 
on.

According to Michigan law, driv-
ers must stop no less than 20 feet 
from a school bus with its red lights 
flashing until it begins moving again. 
This applies to drivers on both sides 
of the road, unless the road is sepa-
rated by a physical barrier or a grass 
median. If the road is separated this 
way, drivers on the opposite side of 
the median do not have to stop, but 
cars on the same side in both lanes 
do.

He said the drivers are trained to 
keep an eye on any vehicle coming up 
behind them and can usually tell if a 
car is going to try to pass them well in 
advance of releasing the students. He 
said they also often have the students 
on the bus helping them to jot down 
license plate numbers who do pass 
the bus when it’s stopped. “So long as 
the bus driver or the kids helping the 
driver get the license plate number, it 
leaves my office as the transportation 
director, it goes directly to the local 
authorities and they do what they’ve 
got to do. It’s pretty much an auto-
matic ticket,” he said.

“We’ve always had the problem,” 
Sobay said, “but my job is to set up 
stops to alleviate as much of the 
problem as we can. What happens 
in the summer is everyone forgets, 
and in the first few weeks of school 
it takes people a bit to get used to the 
buses again.”

“Unfortunately,” he said, “we’ve 
had a number of violations on 13th 

Street in Menominee, which is a 25 

mile per hour zone. It’s uncalled for. 

It’s never an excuse, but you’d think 

on the highway you’d see more than 

in town, and that hasn’t been the case 

this year.”

He said in the past, there had been 

some confusion between Wisconsin 
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A Menominee Area Public Schools bus on its route after school Thursday in 
Menominee. Motorists passing buses with their red lights flashing has been 
a concern early in the school year.

School safety official 
concerned about motorists 

ignoring flashing lights

Menominee County commissioners approve budget, wage hikes 
By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE—The Menominee 

County Board approved an $8.88 budget 

for 2021-22 at its regular meeting Tues-

day, with $5.9 million to be collected in 

property taxes.

Based on the dollar amounts approved 

for the upcoming budget year, taxpayers 

collectively will pay 2.3% more in 2021-

22 than they did in the prior year. But 

the amount of the increase could vary 

depending on whether the property 

recently was sold.

The county commissioners passed the 

2021-22 budget without discussion or 

objection. Commissioner Larry Johnson 

was unavailable.

As taxpayers in various part of Mich-

igan have been billed for a larger share 

of local government spending, citizens in 
some areas now pay a local income tax 
instead of even higher property tax bills, 
said Joshua Wease, clinical professor of 
law and director of the Alvin L. Storrs 
Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic at Michigan 
State University College of Law.

This reduces the hardship those on 
fixed incomes or in low-wage jobs face 
when property taxes rise faster than 
their personal income does, Wease said. 
“There’s sort of this balance here between 
the municipality providing services that 
citizens want and being able to afford 
those services. Then you have citizens on 
the other side, saying we want these ser-
vices but our incomes are limited. They 
might not be increasing at the same pace 
as property is,” Wease said.

While the Headlee Amendment keeps 
the lid on property tax increases for 
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The Menominee County Board, including commissioners Larry Schei, right, and Gerald 
Piche, left, approved a larger budget and higher wages for many county workers at its 
regular meeting Tuesday.

MAPS leader 
Mans dies at 

age 56
By WES BEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer

wbeyer@eagleherald.com

M E N O M I N E E —

Menominee Area Public 

Schools lost “a great advo-

cate” for young people with 

the death of superinten-

dent John Mans Saturday.

“We’ve lost a great 

advocate for doing what’s 

best for 

our kids,” 

said Board 

S e c r e -

tary Becky 

T h o u n e . 

“ W o r k -

ing on the 

s c h o o l 

board with 

him was an honor. You 

knew that if he thought 

something was a good 

idea, you should probably 

listen to him since he had 

been in the schools for so 

long, serving our district 

for a lot of years one way 

or another.”

Mans, 56, gradu-

ated from Marinette 

High School in 1983, and 

attended UW-Marinette 

for two years following his 

high school graduation. He 

dedicated his life to educa-

tion, earning a Bachelor of 

Arts in secondary educa-

tion and a master’s degree 

in education leadership 

from Northern Michigan 

University.

Mans worked with 

at-risk kids at Menom-

inee High School from 

1988 to 1991, and then at 

the Menominee Interme-

diate School District as a 

transition coordinator. He 

was the ISD’s superinten-

dent from 2011 to 2016, 

and then took the role of 

high school principal. He 

became MAPS’ superinten-

dent in 2017.

“When I think about 

John, he really was a self-

less leader in the district,” 

said MAPS Board Pres-

ident Derek Butler. “He 

gave himself to every stu-

dent, every faculty, and his 

heart was in education and 

Mans

“
“When I think about 

John, he really was a 

selfless leader in the 

district.”

Derek Butler
MAPS board president
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