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TODAY: Thunderstorms possi-
ble throughout the day
HIGH: 78     LOW: 66

DEATHS
Colassacco, Mary Ann
Green, Dale W.
Larson, Barbara A.
Paugh, Delores
Seidl, Ronald H.
Slayton, Darcy
Tessier, Peter F.

INSIDE
World/Nation: Former Alaska 

strip club becomes a church. A8

Sports: Two Stingrays swam in 

state competition. B2

By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor
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MARINETTE—It took 45 years and 18 days, but the 
families and friends of David Schuldes and Ellen Matheys 
believe some level of justice has finally been served.

Schuldes, 25, and Matheys, 24, both of Green Bay, 
were shot and killed on July 9, 1976, at the McClintock 
Park campground in the Town of Silver Cliff. Matheys 
was raped before she was killed. The couple was engaged 
with a September 1976 wedding planned.

A jury—eight women and four men—found Raymand 
Vannieuwenhoven, 84, Lakewood, guilty of two counts of 
first-degree murder Tuesday in Marinette County Circuit 
Court Branch 2. They deliberated for about two hours. A 
charge of sexual assault was earlier dismissed because 
the statute of limitations has elapsed. There is no statute 
of limitations for the two first-degree murder charges.

The defendant, dressed in blue jeans and a striped 
button-down shirt, sat stoic in his wheelchair as Judge 
Jim Morrison read the guilty verdicts.

Per the judge’s orders, the victims’ families were quiet 
when the verdicts were read. After the jury was dismissed 
and the trial ended, the family members exchanged firm 
hugs and joyful tears with attorneys, law enforcement 

Guilty!
Man convicted of 1976 double 
murder in Marinette County

EagleHerald/Dan Kitkowski
Family members of the victims react following guilty verdicts Tuesday in Marinette County Circuit Court. Raymand 
Vannieuwenhoven, 84, Lakewood, was found guilty of a 1976 double murder. Lead detective Todd Baldwin, of the 
Marinette County Sheriff’s Office, is at the right.
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MARINETTE—Direc-
tor of Freshwater Strategy 
at the University of Wis-
consin-Green Bay (UWGB) 
Emily Tyner updated Mari-
nette County Board mem-
bers Tuesday on the devel-
opment of the National 
Estuarine Research and 
Reserve (NERR) project on 
the bay of Green Bay.

The NERR system is 
a network of 29 coastal 
research reserves located 
across the nation. The 
network was established 
through the 1972 Coastal 
Zone Management Act 
and is managed by agen-
cies, universities and local 
partners of each host 
state in partnership with 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA).

Tyner said the proposed 
Green Bay NERR will be a 
multi-component site that 
includes a visitor center as 
well as several natural sites 
representing a variety of 
habitats. Marinette is cur-
rently one of the locations 
that is being considered for 

the NERR visitor center.
The bay of Green Bay is 

the world’s largest fresh-
water estuary, or conver-
gence point of river and 
lake water. Estuaries are 
fertile but fragile ecosys-
tems, according to the 
NOAA. Research produced 
through the NERR initia-
tive is meant to provide 
information that will help 
protect these areas.

The Green Bay NERR 
will focus on studying 
the bay’s watershed in 
addition to the bay itself. 
According to the DNR, this 
watershed includes all of 
Florence, Marinette and 
Oconto Counties in addi-
tion to portions of Forest, 
Brown, Langlade, Menom-
inee, Outagamie, Shawano 
and Vilas counties. Tyner 
said research opportuni-
ties and programs admin-
istered through the Green 
Bay NERR will therefore 
extend up into the U.P. and 
all around Lake Michigan.

Such opportunities 
could attract researchers 
from around the world 
because of the bay’s unique 
characteristics, according 
to Tyner.

Board gets update 
on NERR project
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MARINETTE—People who 
know City of Marinette Chief 
of Police Jon “Nick” Lacombe 
seem to gravitate toward a 
similar set of adjectives to 
describe his character: pro-
fessional, hard-working, pas-
sionate, dedicated. According 
to colleagues of his, Lacombe 
has shown these qualities time 
and again during his decades-
long commitment to serv-
ing the Marinette community 
through law enforcement.

Lacombe said he was first 
introduced to law enforcement 
as a potential career when he 
was about 15. At this time, he 
became acquainted with some 
local police officers who fre-
quented his parents’ business 
in Marinette.

Sergeant Randy Miller was 
one of these officers. He used to 
bring his kids to the Lacombe 
family pumpkin patch and talk 
with Lacombe, who showed a 
genuine interest in leveraging 
law enforcement to do good in 

the community.
Miller brought Lacombe 

on ride-alongs through the 
Explorer Program and remem-
bered him having an end-
less curiosity and desire to 
learn about any subject on 
law enforcement that was put 
before him. He was also enthu-
siastic about interacting with 
community members.

“I liked the part where you 
get to deal with people and it’s 
always different,” he said. “I’ve 
been in law enforcement for 21 
years, but I can tell you right 
now, I’ve never had the same 
day.”

Lacombe got his first job 
at the Coleman Police Depart-
ment when he was 19. He was 
the department’s youngest 
officer at the time, according 
to Coleman Chief of Police Ida 
Soletske.

“He couldn’t even buy his 
own bullets,” Soletske said, 
laughing as she remembered 
the young Lacombe.

She also mentioned his 
sense of humor, recounting 
a time when Lacombe told 

Lacombe continues 
to show passion as 

Chief of Police
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Jon “Nick” Lacombe became Marinette’s Chief of 
Police this past May.
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