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New ownership at Marinette eatery

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—So much 

depends upon an old blue bicy-

cle, spattered with rust beside the 

gray wooden shed.

Sometimes the best things 

come wrapped in simple pack-

ages, like a big flour tortilla. And 

the best origin stories start from 

modest, unassuming moments in 

life.

And so goes the account of 

one of the area’s favorite burrito 

niches, Blue Bike Burrito, which, 

under new ownership, aims to 

continue its service to flavor-seek-

ing palates and ambitious appe-

tites throughout the cities of 

Marinette, Peshtigo and Menom-

inee. But if you want the whole 

origin story, you’ll have to ask the 

employees or the new owner.

Long-time employee, Grant 

Dellise, legally took ownership 

about one month ago after Blue 

Bike founder John LaPlant relin-

quished his leadership role, seek-

ing new life opportunities focused 

more on family and spending 

time with his young sons.

The cozy, bicycle- and burri-

to-themed bistro at the corner of 

Hall Avenue and Jefferson Street 

in Marinette, flourished from 

an idea LaPlant seeded in 2006. 

After collaborating with a group 

of like-minded friends, the restau-

rant opened its doors 14 years and 

four days ago, May 1, 2007.

“We just thought it would 

be a good fit and fill a space 

for the area,” LaPlant told the 

EagleHerald by phone from his 

new home in Cornucopia, Wis-

consin.

At the time, that might have 

been an understatement for the 

success and popularity Blue Bike 

has gained in those 14 years 
and continues to exhibits, even 
through the pandemic. Just a 
year after Blue Bike opened, the 
nation’s restaurant scene experi-
enced a tumultuous era. Accord-
ing to various sectors of con-
sumer monitoring and restau-
rant media sources at the time, in 
2008, the Dow Jones U.S. Restau-
rants & Bars Index dropped 
about 13% as the Great Recession 
clamped down across all sectors 
of the economy.

However, as evidenced by the 
loyal traffic of hungry custom-
ers that continue to frequent 
Blue Bike’s pick-up window each 
day over the lunch hour during 
the pandemic, the rolling of its 
high-quality burritos perseveres 
through the toughest challenges.

In the early years as owner, 
much as today, LaPlant credits a 
portion of that success to the cus-
tomers

“We’ve had a very supportive 
and loyal customer base,” he said. 
“They seem to like what we were 
doing and they supported us as 
we tried to run and maintain a 
restaurant business in Mari-
nette.”

Now, as he relinquishes the 
unique establishment that he 
began, he holds nothing but grat-
itude and optimism.

“(Dellise) is very dedicated 
and loyal, hardworking and 
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Samantha Thayer, a longtime employee at Blue Bike Burrito, stirs up the black beans for the next order 
during Monday’s lunch hour. With an array of fresh ingredients laid out before her, she commands all the 
right flavors for the creation of the perfect burrito, blue corn nachos, tacos or burrito bowl.

After 14 years, no big 
changes coming to 
Blue Bike Burrito

Harris touts research during first Wisconsin trip
By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press
MADISON, Wis. —Vice Presi-

dent Kamala Harris toured clean 

energy laboratories on the Univer-

sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee cam-

pus Tuesday and touted President 

Joe Biden’s $2.3 trillion infrastruc-

ture plan during her first visit to 

Wisconsin since taking office.

Wisconsin Republicans said 

Harris’ time would have been bet-

ter spent at the U.S. border dealing 

with the increase of migrants try-

ing to cross from Mexico.

Harris also participated in a 

roundtable discussion about the 

investments in research and devel-

opment proposed in Biden’s infra-

structure jobs plan, which would 

rebuild roads and bridges, boost 

broadband access and make other 

improvements. Harris was joined 

by Democratic U.S. Sen. Tammy 

Baldwin, U.S. Rep. Gwen Moore, 
university and business leaders, 
researchers, teachers and others 
on the visit.

Harris has been touting Biden’s 
plan, unveiled in March, at stops 
across the country. In Milwaukee, 
she emphasized the $180 billion 
in proposed funding for research 
and development. Speaking at the 
roundtable, Harris said that would 
be the largest amount spent on 
research and development, other 
than in the military, in the history 
of the United States.

Harris said the U.S. has fallen 
behind in recent years and that it 
must be able to compete—with uni-
versities playing a big role—to pur-
sue innovation that will improve 
the lives of American families.

The labs Harris toured focused 
on wind tunnel and wind turbine 

The Associated Press
Vice President Kamala Harris tours clean energy laboratories with Sen. 
Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee during 
a visit to promote President Joe Biden’s $2 trillion jobs and infrastruc-
ture plan Tuesday in Milwaukee.

Marinette officials look for solution to unsightly properties  
By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer

jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE —Holes in the roof, broken 
porch steps, shattered windows, dilapidated 
garages, fire damage, collapsed roofs and aban-
doned properties overgrown as the natural envi-
ronment begins to reestablish its hold … and 
the long list of property code violations goes on. 
Some of those violations date back to March of 
2019 with no action toward compliance despite 
repeated notices and citations from the city.

Such properties are scattered through the 
City of Marinette and can pose serious health 
and safety issues, not to mention the eye soars 

they inflict on residents of the neighborhood. 
City Building Inspector Curt Demlow pointed 
out that when an abandoned property sits for 
long periods of time, it grows derelict and poses 
risks to curious children who might venture 
into the structure. It can serve as a shelter to 
wild animals and pose many other hazards to 
an unassuming passerby.

“I would love to see Marinette be a thriv-
ing beautiful city again,” Demlow said. “But we 
have a lot of work to get there. We have a lot of 
abandoned homes and homes that haven’t been 
maintained for years.”

A FIRMER HAND

The City of Marinette aims to change that 
and better address such violations.

During the April Public Safety and Code 

Enforcement Committee meeting, Demlow 
and committee members dissected their way 
through a long list of Marinette properties 
that city officials continue to monitor for vio-
lations. They spent a majority of the meeting 
addressing each of those code violations line-
by-line. And that was only the beginning. The 
committee plans to continue such monitoring 
at future meetings as they take a more proac-
tive and timely approach to addressing some 
of the more grossly delinquent code violations.

Committee Chair Jeff Skorik had previ-
ously requested that Demlow present quar-
terly updates to the committee regarding var-
ious properties scattered throughout the city. 
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