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100 YEARS AGO: A splendid program has 
been arranged for the meeting to instruct 
new voters at the high school tomorrow eve-
ning. The meeting will begin at 7:30 and a 
large attendance is expected. It will be the 
first formal opportunity that the women have 
had to learn of their privilege and duty. Mrs. 
Joshua Hodgins will preside. The meeting will 
be opened by community singing led by Miss 
Storester of the high school facility. Attorney 
J. W. Haase will follow with an address on 
“Women’s Duty As a Citizen.” Then will come 
an instrumental selection by Miss Esther 
Dammer. Judge Alvin E. Davis will follow with 
an address on “What the Ballot Means,” and 
then Miss Catherine Michen will render two 
vocal selections. Then Mrs. Hodgins will deliver 
and address and community singing will close 
the meeting.

50 YEARS AGO: The Menominee City Council 
Monday night made a major move to stim-
ulate industrial growth in the community by 
authorizing a $67,000 loan with local banks 
for the purchase of land as an industrial park. 
By unanimous vote, aldermen approved Mayor 
Jerome A Nesbitt’s plan to have the city pur-
chase 70 1/2 acres of unimproved land in the 
southern part of Menominee Township for the 
industrial park development. The city already 
had options on the property and the coun-
cil’s action last night provides the city with 
the authority to secure a loan to buy the land. 
The proposed industrial park site is located 
just north of the city limits in an area north if 
the current Carpenter-Cook development site. 
May Nesbitt’s said that once the property is 
secured and is in the hands of the city, negoti-
ations would begin to annex that portion of the 

township to the city. 
25 YEARS AGO: During the year of its 
75th anniversary, Walton Blesch Field in 
Menominee has undergone needed repairs. 
Renovations began at the football stadium 
about two months ago and should be complet-
ed in another week. The last Menominee High 
School home football game will be played at 
the stadium tonight. Although there has been 
other improvements made at the stadium in 
the last 75 years, the current project is the 
largest in many years. Lighting was installed 
for the first time in 1947 and the initial lighting 
system was replaced in 1978. The Menominee 
School Board started planning about three 
years ago to make improvements at Blesch 
Field to deal with the numerous cracks in the 
concrete. “It got to the point where we needed 
to put a considerable amount into it,” said 

Superintendent Randy Neelis. 
10 YEARS AGO: The Marinette City Council 
has a full slate of aldermen once again, follow-
ing Tuesday’s special council meeting. Bradley 
Behrendt will replace Tina Oman in the at-large 
seat — having survived two consecutive tie 
votes with former Marinette mayor Doug 
Oitzinger. Current Mayor Robert Harbick broke 
the deadlock — selecting Behrendt approxi-
mately 30 minutes after the preappointment 
tiebreaking process itself was agreed upon. 
Council members probably thought they had 
hashed out an appointment procedure that 
safeguarded against the unexpected, but the 
unthinkable happened: Harbick was left to 
pick a winner. Advised by City Attorney John 
Sbar, the council agreed on a process by which 
there would be two rounds of voting to narrow 
the field of 11 candidates down to two.

MADISON, Wis. — A Wisconsin 
judge on Monday reimposed an 
order from Gov. Tony Evers’ 
administration limiting the num-
ber of people who can gather 
in bars, restaurants and other 
indoor venues to 25% of capacity.

The capacity limits order was 
issued Oct. 6 by Andrea Palm, 
secretary of the state Department 
of Health Services, in the face 
of surging coronavirus cases in 
Wisconsin. A judge blocked the 
order on Oct. 14 after it was chal-
lenged by the Tavern League 
of Wisconsin, which argued it 
amounted to a “de facto closure” 
order for the bars and restaurants 
it represents.

But Barron County Judge 
James Babler on Monday put the 
capacity limits back into effect. He 
declined a request from the Tavern 
League to keep the capacity limit 
order on hold while the lawsuit is 
pending and declined to stay his 
ruling while the Tavern League 
and others appeal his decision.

“This critically important rul-
ing will help us prevent the spread 
of this virus by restoring limits 
on public gatherings,” Evers said 
in a statement, while encouraging 
people to stay at home, limit gath-
erings and wear a mask when in 
public.

Wisconsin last week set new 
daily records for positive coronavi-
rus cases, deaths and hospitaliza-
tions. To date, the state has more 
than 166,000 positive cases and 
1,574 deaths.

In denying the request to put 
the capacity limits order on hold, 
the judge said the Tavern League 
and others fighting the order did 
not have a reasonable probability 
of succeeding. He said no one had 
shown they would be harmed by 
following the order.

“I merely have the theoretical 
issue that if they were to comply, 
they would suffer harm,” Babler 
said. “I don’t see how anyone 
has been harmed by the order ... 
because no one has told me they 
changed their behavior,.”

Attorney Misha Tseytlin, who 
represented The Mix Up bar in 
Amery, said it suffered a 50% 
drop in sales after the order was 
issued. But the judge said there 
was no evidence that the loss of 
customers was due to the order 
limiting capacity.

“How do I know it’s not just 
general news reports or just word 
of mouth that ‘I shouldn’t go any-
where because I don’t want to 
catch COVID?’” the judge said.

The Tavern League, the Sawyer 
County Tavern League and the 
Flambeau Forest Inn in the vil-
lage of Winter brought the lawsuit. 
They argued that the Flambeau 

Forest Inn would be forced to limit 
its capacity to 10 people under 
the state order, which would 
include five customers and the 
five employees needed to operate 
the restaurant.

Tavern League attorney Josh 
Johanningmeier said the harm 
to bars and restaurants from the 
capacity limits may not be imme-
diately clear.

“Some will fail tomorrow, some 
will fail on day seven, some will 
fail on day 20,” he said.

Pro-Life Wisconsin and The 
Mix Up bar joined the lawsuit 
after it was initially filed. Pro-Life 
Wisconsin argued that the capaci-
ty limits made it impossible for the 
group to hold fundraisers at bars 
and restaurants as planned.

The Tavern League of 
Wisconsin, the powerful lobbying 
group for the state’s 5,000 bars, 
restaurants and taverns, argued 
that Palm doesn’t have the legal 
authority to issue the order, which 
instead should have gone through 
the Republican-led Legislature’s 
rule-making process. It pointed 
to a Wisconsin Supreme Court 
ruling from May undoing Evers’ 
“safer at home” order, which 

also said that should have been 
issued as a rule approved by the 
Legislature.

A GOP-controlled legisla-
tive committee met last week to 
begin the process of creating the 
rule, which would then allow the 
Legislature to strike it down.

Colin Hector, an assistant 
attorney general defending the 
order, said Wisconsin was in a 
“terrible place when it comes to 
COVID-19 right now.” He argued 
that the order was legal and nec-
essary for the long-term good of 
the state.

“The only way to bring 
Wisconsin’s economy back is to 
bring this virus under control,” 
Hector said.

While the virus is a threat, 
efforts to control it must follow the 
law, the Tavern League’s attorney 

Johanningmeier argued.
Under the order, the number of 

customers at any indoor venue is 
limited to 25% of capacity or no 
more than 10 people for places 
without an occupancy limit. The 
order does not apply to colleges, 
schools, churches, polling loca-
tions, political rallies and outdoor 
venues.

The capacity limits order is set 
to expire on Nov. 6, but could be 
renewed.

Republican lawmakers are 
also suing to end the governor’s 
statewide mask mandate, arguing 
as the Tavern League has done in 
this lawsuit that the order exceed-
ed Evers’ authority. A judge last 
week upheld the mask mandate, 
saying the Legislature has the 
power to strike it down if it wants 
to.
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Judge puts capacity limit order back into effect
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In this May 13 file photo, The Dairyland Brew Pub opens to patrons in 
Appleton, Wis. A Wisconsin judge on Monday reimposed an order from 
Gov. Tony Evers’ administration limiting the number of people who can 
gather in bars, restaurants and other indoor venues to 25% of capacity.

Indoor venues in Wisconsin to be at 25% capacity

““This critically important ruling will help us 

prevent the spread of this virus by restoring lim-

its on public gatherings.”

Tony Evers

Wisconsin governor
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Autumn aura
Colors pop on 14th Avenue in Menominee Wednesday.

Aaron Rodgers throwing 
two picks in three passes.

New England making 
errors of commission and 
omission on the field and on 
the sideline.

The Browns getting anni-
hilated in Pittsburgh.

Well, scratch the third 
item as something unusual.

Football fans aren’t used 
to witnessing the great 
Packers quarterback, with 
a 10-0 lead no less, surren-
dering a Pick-6 and then 
another interception leading 
to a touchdown within three 
throws. Not only did those 
mistakes changed the tenor 
of Green Bay’s visit to Tampa 
Bay, it led to a Buccaneers-
style pillaging for a 38-10 
rout.

The game also displayed 
something no one had seen 
in the first month of Green 
Bay’s season. In going 4-0 
before their bye, the Packers 
were the most fundamentally 
sound team in the NFL. On 
Sunday, they were a mess.

“You don’t ever want to 
lose like this,” Rodgers said. 
“I felt like we needed a lit-
tle bit of a wakeup call at 

some point this season 
because things have been 
so good, and there’s been 
so much talk maybe outside 
the building about the ease 
with which we’re moving the 
ball on offense and scoring. 
I think we needed kind of a 
kick in the butt a little bit.”

Green Bay sustained 
some injuries that contribut-
ed to the poor performance, 
most notably outstanding 
left tackle David Bakhtiari 
leaving in the third quarter 
with a chest issue. By then, 
however, the outcome wasn’t 

in doubt.
The Patriots appeared 

to grow stale during their 
unexpected layoff forced by 
a mini-outbreak of COVID-
19 within their ranks. They 
lost at Kansas City to start 
October, minus quarterback 
Cam Newton. He was back 
for this one following an 
adjusted bye week, and nei-
ther Newton nor the rest of 
the Patriots were in sync for 
much a home loss to Denver.

Indeed, even the coach-
ing staff got caught snooz-
ing. In the third quarter, a 

bad spot cost New England 
a first down and forced a 
punt from its goal line. They 
also missed a botched call in 
the loss to Kansas City and 
neglected to challenge.

How often has anyone 
seen the Patriots (2-3) lose 
when they don’t allow a 
touchdown? Six field goals 
did them in as the offense 
looked lost, receivers unable 
to get enough separation to 
help the rusty Newton.

Cleveland hasn’t done that 
in decades; virtually never 
since the original Browns left 
for Baltimore in 1995 and 
the current franchise entered 
the NFL in 1999. With the 
Browns at 4-1, they headed 
to Pittsburgh steeled for the 
challenge, intent on showing 
they are a contender.

Impostors, it turns out. 
At least for now after being 
throttled for the 17th straight 
time at Heinz Field. In two 
meetings with AFC North 
powers Baltimore and 
Pittsburgh, the Browns have 
been outscored 76-13.

Not to mention humbled, 
just like the Packers and 
Patriots. And perhaps a little 
bit confused about who they 
really are.

By BARRY WILNER 
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Packers, Browns, Patriots not so real
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers inside linebacker Devin White (45) 
sacks Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) 
during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday in 
Tampa, Fla.

LAS VEGAS — President Donald 
Trump sought Monday to buck up 
his campaign staffers two weeks 
from Election Day, dismissing the 
cautionary coronavirus advice of his 
scientific experts as well as polling 
showing him trailing Democratic 
rival Joe Biden across key battle-
ground states.

Trump was facing intense pres-
sure to turn around his campaign, 
hoping for the type of last-minute 
surge that revived his candidacy 
four years ago and plunging into an 
aggressive travel schedule despite 
the pandemic. But his lack of a con-
sistent message, the surging virus 
cases and his attacks on experts 
like Dr. Anthony Fauci could under-
mine final efforts to appeal to voters 
outside of his most loyal base.

Speaking to campaign aides on 
a conference call, Trump said he 
believes he’s going to win, allowing 

that he didn’t have that same sense 
of confidence two weeks ago when 
he was hospitalized with COVID-
19. One week since returning to the 
campaign trail, where his handling 
of the pandemic is a central issue 
to voters, Trump blasted his gov-
ernment’s own scientists for their 
criticism of his performance.

But Fauci is both respected and 
popular, and Trump suggested fir-
ing the doctor would only create 
greater controversy. Trump’s rejec-
tion of scientific advice on the pan-
demic has already drawn bipartisan 
condemnation.

Fauci, in an interview with CBS’s 
“60 Minutes” that aired Sunday, 

said he was not surprised that 
Trump contracted the virus after 
he held large events with few face 
coverings. Fauci also objected to 
the president’s campaign using his 
words in a campaign ad.

“I was worried that he was going 
to get sick when I saw him in a 
completely precarious situation of 
crowded, no separation between 
people, and almost nobody wearing 
a mask,” Fauci said of the president.

Trump held his call with cam-
paign staffers from Las Vegas, 
where he was on the third day of a 
western campaign swing. He was 
to hold Arizona rallies in Prescott 
and Tucson later in the day before 
returning to the White House.

The president’s professed confi-
dence stood in contrast to his public 
comments in recent days reflecting 
on the prospect that he could lose.

“If Crazy Joe becomes president, 
it’s not even conceivable,” he told a 
rally crowd in Janesville, Wisconsin, 
over the weekend.
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Trump goes after Fauci, tries to buck up his campaign team

The Associated Press

President Donald Trump boards Air Force One at Reno-Tahoe International 
Airport, Sunday, in Reno, Nev.

UP hospital decision 
awaiting federal loan

IRON MOUNTAIN, Mich. (AP) 
— A health care provider that 
is a major employer in an Upper 
Peninsula county is waiting for a 
decision on a $16.9 million fed-
eral loan.

Dickinson County Healthcare 
System operates a hospital near 
the Michigan-Wisconsin border 
and has hundreds of employ-
ees. It has been grappling with 
its finances for a few years after 
potential mergers fell through.

Chief executive Chuck Nelson 
told the hospital board last week 
that its application has moved 
to a final review at the U.S. 
Agriculture Department, The 
Daily News reported.

Money is being sought to 
refinance debt and acquire new 
equipment, although some proj-
ects are underway, including a 
$1 million emergency depart-
ment renovation. 

Dickinson County has a legal 
relationship with the hospital but 
no financial responsibility.
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